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descriptive text is correet for 1908. The draughtsman-
ship is not expert and the drawings should have been
reduced from a larger size to conceal its defects. If
a future generation is to learn its biology this way,
it is to be hoped that the publishers will take their
task more seriously and remedy these shortcomings.

Acquisitions at the British Museum (Natural History})

RECENT acquisitions by the Department of Zoology
include a specimen of the frilled shark (Chlamydo-
gelachus) caught by a trawler off the west of Ireland.
This is the first oceasion on which this species has
occurred in British waters. It was first discovered off
the Japanese coasts., The frilled shark is of great
interest on account of the many primitive characters
which it possesses. The mouth is at the end of the
snout, instead of being underhung as in most living
sharks. There are six gill openings on each side
mstead of the usual five, and the teeth are of a curious
comb-like shape. The body is much more slender
and eel-like than in other sharks, and in several ways
it approaches some of the very ancient types of fossil
shark-like fishes. Through the generosity of the
trustees of the Salisbury, South Wilts and Blackmore
Museum, the Department of Geology has received a
large number of fossil invertebrates and fishes,
forming part of the collection made by the late Dr.
H. P. Blackmore from the Chalk in the viecinity of
Salisbury. A further valuable instalment of 488
specimens of Swiss minerals, representing 59 carefully
recorded localities, collected by himself, has been
presented by Mr, F, N. Asheroft to the Department
of Minerals.

THE Department of Botany has received a bequest
of Mr. T. J. Foggitt’s British herbarium. This
numbers 4640 sheets of well-gathered and beautifully
preserved plants. Mr. Foggitt was a well-known
Yorkshire botanist, the son of the T. J. Foggitt who
collaborated with J. G. Baker in the formation of the
Botanical Exchange Club which brought Thirsk into
botanicul prominence in the sixties of last century.
The herbarium is rich in Yorkshire plants, and is a
welcome addition not only for this but also on account
of the large number of extremely rare plants it con-
tains. The Siamese collection of Dr. A. Marcan has
been purchased. It contains abundant material of
2772 numbers including several co-types. It has
been named for the most part by the late Prof. W.
Craib and Dr. A. Kerr. The collection forms a valuable
addition to the Department which is weak in Siamese
plants. A further set of Dr, H. Schlieben’s Tanganyika
plants numbering 146 has been purchased. The first
two faseicles of Lundell and Nannfeldt’s “Fungi
exsiceati suecici praesertim Upsalienses™ has been
presented by the Elias Fries Committee. This
exsiccata is of especial interest as it consists mainly
of fungi collected in the neighbourhood of Uppsala, a
region made famous by the classical works of Elias
Fries.

Rural Electrification in Russia

OnE of the results of the first five-year plan is to
change fundamentally the character of farm work in

the U.S.S.R. Instead of a million small holdings,
there are now only some thousands of large collective
agricultural and pastoral farms. Horse traction and
manual labour are rapidly being replaced by the
mechanieal tractor and electrically driven machines
and implements, Electrification is the key-note of
the industrial reorganisation of the country. In the
Hiectrical Review of February 22, (. Shapiro gives a
description of some of the new agricultural and dairy
farming methods. Experiments on electrical haulage
and electric tractors for ploughing have proved most
satisfactory. The electric tractors used for ploughing
were usually converted mechanical tractors in which
the internal combustion engines had been replaced
by electric motors. The results show a eonsiderable
saving in working expenses. Excellent results are
being obtained with electric threshing, which is
developing very rapidly. These machines are pro-
duced in Kharkov, and are driven by electric motors,
Electrically driven machines have alsc been success-
fully experimented on in connexion with vineyards,
tea plantations and cotton fields. In dairy farms,
electricity will be used for milking, cleaning the
animals, preparing food, water pumping, ventilation,
butter making, cheese making and lighting. Pig
farms and poultry farms also take an appreciable
electric load. Researches are being made on the
heating of the soil and the influence of light and
various rays on seeds, roots and poultry and animal
breeding. By the end of the second five year plan
(1937), it is anticipated that about 30,000 stations
will be threshing electrically and will cover a sowing
area of about 30 million acres.

Aerodrome Lighting for Night Flying

Owing to the steady increase in the number of
passengers and in the volume of the mails carried by
aeroplanes, the proper lighting of aerodromes has
become of great importance. In the G.E.C. Journal
of November, Mr. W. A. Villiers describes the equip-
ment produced by the General Electric Company for
this purpose. The problem is to give the pilot of an
aeroplane flying on a dark night the guidance he
requires to make a safe landing. In many cases at
the present time, aerodromes are only a few miles
apart ; he must therefore bo able to identify the
place with certainty. This is done by means of a
beacon. The light must be visible in all weathers,
but must not be dazzling. The colour and character
of the light should be different from that given by
neighbouring beacons. The beacon is in the shape of
a truncated cone about 14 ft. high, formed of six
hairpin-shaped neon tubes giving the usual red neon
colour. It has low intrinsic brilliancy, but in favour-
able weather conditions can be seen at a distance of
50 miles. The identification is usually effected by
making it flash in Morse characters the initial letter
of the aerodrome. The boundary of the landing place
is marked out by electric lamps inside orange glass
globes, All landings are made against the wind as
this direction gives the safest landing. The landing
ground should always be flood-lighted, the space
being so large that even the fastest aeroplane does
not overrun the lighted area. Nine Osram lamps

© 1935 Nature Publishing Group



	Acquisitions at the British Museum (Natural History)



