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News and Views 

Prof. Arthur H. Compton 

THE Guthrie lecture of the Physical Society is 
being delivered this year at the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, South Kensington, on 
February 1, by Prof. Arthur H. Compton, of the 
University of Chicago. Prof. Compton, who is at 
present Eastman visiting professor at the University 
of Oxford, is perhaps best known for his discoveries 
of the laws of interaction between radiation and free 
electrons, and for the associated effect, called after 
him, which results in a modification in the quality 
of a beam of monochromatic radiation such as 
X-rays on passing through matter. It was for these 
discoveries that he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for physics in 1927. He is also one of the leading 
authorities on X-rays and the author of one of the 
finest books on this subject. In recent years, Prof. 
Compton has turned his attention mainly to the 
investigation of the cosmic rays, those mysterious 
and exceedingly penetrating radiations which come 
into the earth's atmosphere from outside. In this 
connexion he has organised twelve expeditions, with 
the collaboration of about a hundred physicists, 
which have made a cosmic ray survey of the 
globe. He also initiated, and was scientific director 
of, the balloon flight of Settle and Fordney in 
November 1933 for investigating conditions in 
the upper atmosphere, which achieved what still 
remains the official world's record altitude of 11·8 
miles. 

Prof. Arthur Lapworth, F.R.S. 

PROF. ARTHUR LAPWORTH, who is Sir Samuel Hall 
professor of chemistry at the University of Man
chester and director of the chemical laboratories, is 
retiring in September next. Prof. Lapworth joined 
the staff of the University of Manchester in 1909 as 
senior lecturer in chemistry, on vacating his lecture
ship at Goldsmiths' College, London. He was ap
pointed professor of organic chemistry in 1913, and 
Sir Samuel Hall professor and director of the labora
tories in 1922. He was appointed pro-vice-chancellor 
in February 1933, and it is a disappointment to the 
University that his health has not allowed him to 
exercise the functions of this office during the last 
few months. During his time at Manchester, Prof. 
Lapworth has published work in a number of branches 
of pure organic and physical organic chemistry ; he 
will be remembered for his investigation of the 
terpenes, his work on certain natural products carried 
out in association with the Oil and Fats Committee 
of the Food Investigation Board, and especially for 
his studies on reaction mechanism and molecular 
reactivity, which led to the initiation of the now 
famous 'electronic' theory of organic reactions. He 
has been awarded honorary degrees by the Univer
sities of Birmingham and St. Andrews, and received 
the Davy Medal of the Royal Society in 1931. His 
retirement will be a source of deep regret to his many 
colleagues and students. 

Centenary of Friedrich Winnecke, 1835-97 

ON February 5 occurs the centenary of the birth 
of the distinguished German astronomer, Friedrich 
August Theodor Winnecke, who at the early age 
of twenty-eight years was elected an associate of the 
Royal Astronomical Society, and was for a time the 
vice-director of Pulkova Observatory. The son of 
a pastor, Winnecke was born in a village in Hanover, 
and after leaving school studied at Gottingen and 
Berlin, coming under the influence of both Gauss 
and Encke. At the age of twenty-one years he 
became an assistant at Bonn to Argelander, who was 
then engaged on his great star maps. A visit by 
Wilhelm Struve to Bonn led to Winnecke in 1858 
becoming a member of the staff at Pulkova, where 
he worked under both Wilhelm and Otto Struve, 
until in 1865 he was overtaken by severe mental 
illness. During those years he had observed the 
comets of 1856 and 1862, watched in Spain the total 
solar eclipse of 1860, made notable observations on 
Mars and compiled the first Pulkova General Cata
logue of Stars. When he regained his health, he 
settled at Carlsruhe, and after the conclusion of the 
Franco-German war was appointed to the chair of 
astronomy at Strasbourg and charged with the task 
of erecting an observatory. He spent some ten years 
there, when to the great loss of astronomical science 
he was attacked by melancholia and from that time 
until his death at Bonn on December 2, 1897, the 
cloud which settled on his mind never lifted. He 
had been a frequent contributor to German, English 
and Russian astronomical publications, and was 
widely known as a great teacher of practical 
astronomy. 

Anniversary of Prof. F. Haber's Death 

TUESDAY, January 29, was the anniversary of the 
death in Switzerland of Prof. Fritz Haber, and a 
memorial ceremony at which certain of his dis
tinguished German scientific friends were to speak 
had been arranged by the Kaiser Wilhelm-Gesellschaft 
in co-operation with the German Chemical Society 
and the German Physical Society. It was to have 
been held in the Harnackhaus, than which no more 
appropriate surroundings could have been found, 
and a pleasant impression had been made among 
Haber's friends that these three great German 
scientific societies were prepared to honour so soon 
the memory of one of their greatest members, though 
he had been among those men of science who had 
given up their positions through the political changes 
in Germany. The Prussian Minister of Education, how
ever, in a letter dated January 17, addressed to the 
rectors and teaching staff of the universities, has 
expressed surprise and disapproval of this proposed 
memorial. According to this circular, Prof. Haber 
was dismissed on October I, 1933, on account of a 
proposal which could only be regarded as showing 
his opposition to the measures taken by the National
Socialistic State. The ceremony seemed to the 
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