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University and Educational Intelligence 
CAMBRIDGE.-H. J. Bhabha, of Gonville and Caius 

College, has been elected to an Isaac Newton student
ship, and C. G. Pendse, of Downing College, to an 
additional Isaac Newton studentship. 

Applications for a John Lucas Walker studentship 
are invited and should be sent before December 1 to 
Prof. H. R. D()an at the Department of Pathology, 
to whom requests for further information regarding 
the Studentship may be addressed. This studentship 
will be tenable for such period and will be of such 
annual value not exceeding £200 as the professor of 
pathology with the approval of the managers may 
determine. 

LONDON.-The Essex County Council has decided 
to make a grant of £33,000, payable over ten years, 
towards the erection of the new University buildings 
The Worshipful Company of Tallow Chandlers has 
made a donation towards the Ceremonial Hall to 
he built on the Bloomsbury site. 

0XFORD.-0n November 17, Dr. R. T. Gunther 
delivered a public lecture on contributions to science 
by early members of Balliol College. Names specially 
mentioned by him were John Evelyn, an early fellow 
of the Royal Society, and James Bradley, the dis
coverer of aberration and the first observer of lunar 
nutation. A tribute was paid to the memory of 
Henry Smith, a man of wide attainments and a really 
great mathematician, whose fame with the outside 
world fell far short of his actual abilities. 

SHEFFIELD.-The following appointments have 
recently been made : Mr. A. J. Holland, to the 
Society of Glass Technology Research fellowship ; 
Mr. Norman E. Densem, to a research fellowship in 
the Department of Glass Technology. 

The Council has accepted an offer from the Society 
of Glass Technology of a research fellowship for a 
period of two years, of the value of.£200 per annum. 

THE American Association of Dental Schools, 
stimulated by the publication in 1926 of Dr. W. J. 
Gies's report to the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching on "Dental Education in 
the United States and Canada", appointed some 
three years ago a curriculum survey committee, and 
has lately adopted a series of recommendations 
presented by this committee at the Association's 
annual meeting held this year in Chicago. The recom
mendations have been published in an article by the 
committee's secretary in School and Society of August 
18. They are in accordance with a tendency, said 
to be increasingly manifested in the United States, 
to regard dentistry as a health service, and they 
aim at giving effect to Dr. Gies's contention that the 
practice of dentistry "should be developed into the 
equivalent of an oral specialty of the practice of 
medicine". The objectives of the curriculum are 
declared to include competence in the "maintenance 
of oral health and the treatment of oral diseases . . . 
with understanding and appreciation of the relation
ships between oral and systematic conditions in 
health and disease". Two years of education in the 
liberal arts and sciences are to be required for 

admission to the dental school, which is to provide 
a four-year professional course. Having dealt with 
the subject of the undergraduate curriculum, the 
committee is proceeding to study methods of teaching, 
graduate instruction and the education of dental 
teachers, research workers and specialists. 

Science News a Century Ago 

Death of Johann Tobias Burg 

On November 25, 1834, Johann Tobias Burg, the 
Austrian astronomer, died near Klagenfurt. Born 
in Vienna on December 24, 1766, Burg was educated 
under the Jesuits, and at an early age was admitted 
to the observatory at Vienna. In 1791, he was sent 
as a teacher to Klagenfurt, but in the following 
year, on the death of Hell, returned to the observa
tory. In 1798, the Institut de France offered a prize 
for the determination of the mean places of the 
apogee and ascending node of the lunar orbit, by 
means of at least 500 observations. Burg applied 
himself to this laborious task, employing no fewer 
than 3,232 observations in his calculations. Bouvard 
was his only competitor, and the judges, Lagrange, 
Laplace, Delambre, Legendre and Mechain divided 
the prize, awarding two thirds to Burg. Napoleon, 
however, aware of the importance of the work, 
doubled the value of the prize ; while the Emperor 
of Austria decorated Burg with the Cross of Leopold. 
Burg continued to devote his attention to the study 
of the motion of the moon, publishing his results 
at Vienna and Berlin. Becoming deaf, he retired to 
a house in the country at Wiesena near Klagenfurt, 
where he died at the age of sixty-seven years. 

Almanacs for 1935 
The first almanac printed in England appeared in 

1497. The almanac of Francis Moore (1657-1715 ?) 
dates from about 1700, the "Lady's Diary" appeared 
in 1705, the "Gentleman's Diary" in 1741 and the 

· "Nautical Almanac" in 1767. A stamp duty had 
been imposed on almanacs in 1710, but this was 
abolished in August 1834, and in consequence of this 
there was a great increase in the number of almanacs 
published. The Mechanics' Magazine of November 
29, 1834, devoted considerable space to a review 
of the many published almanacs for 1835, which were 
"mostly of such a quality as to be dear at any price". 
The "People's Almanac", the "British Diamopd 
Almanac", the "British Calendar and Almanac" and 
"Marshall's Penny Almanac" all abounded in more 
or less inexcusable blunders. The writer of the 
article did not think people put so great a faith in 
"Partridge's Almanac" as that of Francis Moore, 
who with all his "old-fashioned nonsense continues 
to display an ardent devotion to all the best interests 
of humanity". The "Lady's" and "Gentleman's 
Diaries"-"old friends with new faces"-had original 
contributions to mathematical science, that in the 
"Gentleman's Diary" being a long and able article 
by W. S. B. Woolhouse "on the Fundamental 
Principles of the Differential and Integral Calculus 
and the Reasonings employed in their Application". 
Mr. Woolhouse, it was said, had presented the 
principles of the calculus "in as intelligible and popu
lar form as possible and has succeeded to a degree 
which we scarcely imagined within the limits of 
attainment". 
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