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of Biochemistry at the Banting InstitutA, University 
of Toronto, to be reader in pathological chemistry; 
Mr. Lambert Rogers, assistant director of the Surgical 
Unit at the Cardifi Royal Infirmary, to be reader in 
surgery. 

0XFORD.-In a public lecture delivered at Merton 
College, Dr. R. T. Gunther, University reader in 
the history of science, dealt with several names of 
members of that College who had been distinguished 
in past times for their scientific achievements. 
Especially worthy of remembrance were Thomas 
Bradwardine (born 1290) and Simon Bredon (c. 
1380); these two, with Mandith (c. 1340) and one 
or two other members of the College, may claim to 
be the first European authors on trigonometry. In 
later times, William Merle was the first to keep a 
meteorological record. Sir Henry Savile (1549-1622), 
who founded the chairs of geometry and astronomy, 
was Warden of the College, as also, in 1645, was the 
great William Harvey. 

Science News a Century Ago 
Halley at Greenwich 

On November 14, 1834, Francis Baily, president of 
the Royal Astronomical Society, read a paper to the 
Society entitled "Some Account of the Astronomical 
Observations made by Dr. Edmund Halley, at the 
Royal Observatory at Greenwich". He said that 
Halley was appointed to the post of Astronomer 
Royal after the death of Flamsteed,. on December 31, 
1719, and held it until his own death in January 
1742, a period of twenty-two years. The instruments 
used up to 1719 were Flamsteed's property and were 
removed after his death ; and Baily g&ve some 
information on there-equipment of the Observatory. 
Except for those of the solar eclipse of November 27, 
1722, the transit of Mercury of October 29, 1723, and 
the lunar eclipse of March 15, 1735-6, none of 
Halley's observations had been published. His other 
observations from October 1721 until Dacember 1739 
were contained in four small quarto volumes. pre
served at the Observatory. On one occasion, these 
had. been lent to Henderson, and while in his custody 
had nearly been destroyed by fire. Through the 
representations of Baily to Capt. Beaufort, however, 
the Admiralty caused a transcription of their con
tents to be made. The transcription was in one 
volume of 518 pages and it was presented to the 
Royal Astronomical Society. 

The Internal Heat of the Earth 

The first definite observations on the heat of the 
earth at considerable depths appear to have been 
made in 1740 in the lead mines of Giromagny in the 
Vosges. Later on, observations were made in mines 
in Germany, Cornwall, Italy, South America and 
Mexico.. All these observations were based upon the 
temperature of the air in -the mines. P. L. A. Cordier 
and F. Reich in France, however, placed their 
thermometers in the rock itself. A century ago the 
matter attracted considerable attention, and a short 
time after the Edinburgh meeting of the British 
Association, Prof. John Phillips with others descended 
the shaft of a coal mine at Monkwearmouth, Durham, 
where coal was being worked at a depth of 264 
fathoms, and made observations on both the tern-

perature of the air and the temperature of the rocks. 
The observations were made on November 15, 1834, 
and the results were published in the December issue 
of the Philosophical Magazine in a communication 
from Phillips entitled : "On Subterranean Tem
perature, as observed at a Dapth of Five Hundred 
Yards below the level of the Sea in Latitude 54° 55' 
North". The augmentation of temperature was 
stated to be 1° F. for 59·36 feet, or in round numbers, 
1 o F. for 20 yards. 

A Floating Steam Fire Engine 

The destruction of the Houses of Parliament by fire 
on October 16, 1834, had directed attention to the 
urgent need for improved fire engines on shore and 
on the River Thames. Steam fire engines for use on 
shore had already been invented, and in November 15, 
1834, the Mechanics' Magazine published a letter 
from W. Baddeley which set out a plan for a self
propelled floating steam fire engine. In his letter, 
Baddeley said that some years previously he had 
made suggestions for the improvement of the hand
worked fire float belonging to the London Assurance 
Company but, he said, "the ne plus ultra of fire
extinguishing machinery would be a steam floating 
fire engine of about thirty horse power. The boat, 
an iron one, should be built as sharp as possible, and 
not to draw above ten or twelve inches water. The 
power of the steam-engine should be capable of being 
applied to the pumps or the paddles at pleasure. To 
render such a machine as efficacious as possible, a 
small fire should be kept constantly burning, so as 
to keep the water at a temperature of about. 100° 
or 150°." 

Toronto Horticultural Society 

This Society was established on May 1, 1834. The 
president is the Hon. George H. Markland. Mr. 
Knight, Dr. Lindley, Dr. Hooker, and others, are 
constituted foreign honorary. members . . . and all 
the secretaries of all horticultural societies whatever, 
corresponding members. Such a Society is likely to 
do an immense deal of good in a comparatively new 
country, and we would recommend the secretaries 
to have their eye on the agricultural exhibitions of 
the British seedsmen, with a view of procuring from 
them seeds of improved varieties of grain and other 
cultivated plants. Implements and machinery may 
be copied from engravings in books, and modes of 
culture may be learned from the same source; but 
seeds and roots cannot be conveyed by pictures or 
descriptions from one country to another. (Gardener's 
Magazine, November 1834.) 

Botanical Collections made by Thomas Drummond 

The indefatigable Thomas Drummond, the assistant 
naturalist in Capt. Sir John Franklin's overland 
expedition, bids fair to make as valuable botanical 
collections in the extreme southern territories of the 
United States as he did in the British possessions in 
North America. From Louisiana, whence, among 
other interesting plants, he has added to our gardens 
the rare Nuttallia Papaver and Sarracenia psittacina, 
he has entered the province of Texas ; and from the 
embouchure of the Rio Brazos, and from San Felipe 
de Austin in the interior, he has sent very valuable 
despatches, both of the animal and vegetable pro
ductions. (Dr. W. J. Hooker in the Botanical 
Magazine, November 1834.) 
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