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Synthetic Study of Man 

T o the contemplative mind any considerable 
gathering of men of science drawn from a 

variety of countries affords ample food for thought ; 
but when that gathering is composed of anthro
pologists, as was the International Congress of 
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences which 
met in London on July 30-August 4, there seems 
to be a peculiar propriety in its international 
character. It affords a working model, as it were, 
of the process of coming to an understanding of 
an alien point of view and mode of thought, which, 
we are told, it is one of the aims of certain branches 
of anthropological studies and their application in 
practical affairs to attain. If the good-fellowship, 
which was such a conspicuous feature in this 
anthropological congress, affords any criterion, 
either the discipline is eminently successful in 
attaining this one of its objects, or the anthro
pologist is exceptionally fortunate in tempera
ment. For it must be recorded that this first 
meeting of the newly constituted Congress was, 
from every point of view, scientific or social, one of 
the most succes»ful of the scientific congresses 
that have been held in London in recent years. 
To have gathered together for a week's discussion 
more than a thousand members drawn from 
forty-two countries-so far afield as Japan, China 
and South America, from every corner of Europe, 
as well as from the remotest parts of the Empire--
was in itself no small achievement. 

H.R.H. Prince George, who received the dele
gates, in declaring the Congress open, pointed out 
that a reunion of this kind has three main pur
poses. The members had come there, he said, "to 
review recent advances in knowledge . . . to 
compare your experiences and ideas ; and to add 
something to our notions of what man is and what 
man does". He went on to say : "Above all, you 
are here to make the acquaintance of one another 
and to gain that knowledge of the personal equation 
which means so much in scientific work." Who will 
say that in this last remark His Royal Highness 
did not put his finger on the vital point which 
justifies, in the long run, the expenditure of time, 
money and labour entailed by the organisation of 
a congress on such a scale ? 

No man of science, it may be, but would endorse 
fully the value of the personal equation. It un
doubtedly assists in the appreciation of the mode 
of approach in an attack on the larger problems 
of science, especially in those in which methods 
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of exact measurement are not directly applicable ; 
but it is rather in the intimate realisation of a 
common aim and a common pursuit of scientific 
truth that personal contact attains its fullest 
fruition. It assures that broad conception of 
science as an end in itself, to be pursued without 
regard to political opinion or national bias. It is, 
in fact, in the intimacy of those personal relations 
that warmth and colour are given to the recog
nition of the international standing of scientific 
inquiry and research, and it is one of the means 
whereby the aspiration that science should tran
scend national boundaries issues in practical 
effect. 

In one respect the international congress enjoys 
an advantage-of a somewhat meretricious char
acter, perhaps-over other gatherings for scientific 
discussion. In the somewhat capricious working 
of the dissemination of scientific news, it has a 
readier access to the public ear through the 
popular Press. It was no doubt with this at the 
back of his mind that Sir Grafton Elliot Smith, in 
his incisive opening remarks as president of the 
Section of Anatomy, put the case for the inter
national congress admirably on both general and 
specific grounds, when he pointed out how the 
discussion of scientific problems for which it 
affords opportunity should serve to dissipate the 
misconceptions which are utilised to bolster up 
political propaganda. He went on to point to the 
specific instance which is now in the minds of all, 
the deliberate misuse in Germany of the term 
'Aryan' in a racial sense, and its further distortion 
to the sense of 'non-Jewish'. 

Time is demanded to weigh and digest the vast 
mass of material presented to the members of the 
Congress ; and it would be premature to attempt 
any estimate of how far anthropological studies 
have been advanced by the proceedings. At the 
same time, it cannot be doubted that the dis
cussions, such as that on the blood-groups, to 
which we refer elsewhere in this issue (p. 222), by 
defining terms or by isolating problems upon which 
further research must concentrate as a condition 
precedent to further advance, have helped to 
clarify ideas and in so far constitute a very real 
progress. 

In one respect, however, it is possible to !'lay 
emphatically that the Congress has served its 
purpose. Had it gone no further than the issue of 
its programme, it might without too great exag
geration be said to have advanced research 
materially. By their organisation of the proceed-

ings into sections for the presentation of com
munications, the promoters of this first meeting 
have laid down lines which define the scope of the 
science, and have propounded views of the inter
relation of the various departments of the some
what amorphous study of man. For while it is 
generally conceded that the science of anthropology 
is concerned with all that man is as well as all that 
man does, in practice opinions differ widely both 
as to whether that definition is to be taken as all
inclusive in regard to subjects, and also as to how 
far and at what point, as for example in the investi
gation of social institutions, a special discipline, in 
this instance say sociology or economics, is to take 
over from the more generalised study. 

The list of sections will be found in extenso 
on p. 222. It will be seen that four sections 
form a biological series in which problems of 
man's phylogeny and taxonomy, distribution and 
the mental qualities by which he is specifically 
Homo sapiens, are considered. Three sections are 
devoted to the description of peoples according to 
geographical distribution. Finally a group of four 
sections together covers man's relation with the 
material world and his methods of exploiting it
technology-man's relations with his fellow-men
sociology-and man's relations with beings of the 
other world-religions. The last section of this 
group deals with man's method of communicating 
with his fellow-men and with spirits-the section 
of language and writing. 

By a wise convention, communications were not 
expected to range at large over the whole field, 
but were, if possible, it was suggested, to confine 
themselves to certain stated problems in each 
division of the subject. The organisers hoped in 
this manner to concentrate attention on the more 
urgent problems of the moment. Thus, in the 
Section of Anatomy among the topics put forward 
for discussion were the blood-groups as a criterion 
of race, certainly one of the most insistent subjects 
of debate in racial questions at the moment, and 
man's place among the primates. As a result, a 
well-directed consideration of the problem in each 
case ensued. 

In these days specialisation is a necessary evil; 
but it is an evil that can be mitigated. It would, 
for example, have been welcome had a broader 
treatment of genetic questions in relation to the 
problem of race been possible. As it was, the 
eugenic issue alone was raised. It may well be 
that the synthetic view of the study of man, 
which emerges from the scaffolding erected by the 
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organisers of the Congress, will continue to affect 
the future orientation of investigation and may 
help to correct the over-emphasis which has been 
laid of recent years on certain aspects of cultural 
research. 

It is another view of this same trend which 
would direct attention to the overweighting of 
anthropological study in the direction of primitive 
or 'savage' peoples. This is no new plaint. It has 
been pointed out frequently that man is still man 
although he may be civilised. The arguments 
about race, which are now being thrown out reck
lessly in certain quarters, show how little real 
understanding there is of the racial problem among 
European peoples-a fact, indeed, to which atten
tion was directed by a resolution of the Section of 
Anatomy, pressing for intensive study of the 
question. When workers in the field were few it 
was the wise, and indeed the obvious, course to 
concentrate on primitive peoples who were dying 
out or changing rapidly ; but in the interests of 
the general principles of the science, anthropolo
gists can no longer afford to neglect the universal 
for the particular. Man must be studied as one, 
whole and undivided, as well as in part. 

Now that the practical application of the results 
of scientific research enter largely into almost 
every feature of daily life, it is becoming increas
ingly apparent that, whereas formerly practical 
utility was a secondary consideration, and more 
often than not a by-product, of pure research 
pursued for its own ends, nowadays practical con
siderations vitalise scientific studies. This is not 
the whole story ; but it holds good in anthropology 
(if not yet to the same degree), as, for example, in 
chemistry or biology. Just as the study of genetics 
has been and will continue to be essential to the 
agriculturist and breeder, so the study of race and 
of culture will be of paramount moment in the 
government and in the direction of the future 
development of man. Unfortunately, while this 
is, or should be, an article of faith with every 
anthropologist, it has not yet secured complete 
and general recognition. 

This, however, is the lesson to be drawn from 
the wise remarks made by Lord Onslow in his 
presidential address to the Congress, when he 
contrasted the efforts of the nineteenth century 
to Europeanise backward peoples, with the teach
ing of anthropology to-day that the future develop
ment of such peoples must be built on the founda
tion of their own institutions. How far anthro
pology will be enabled to assist in this task will, 

however, depend, as has already been said, upon 
its ability to formulate general principles and apply 
them to cases. That this exercise in casuistry, in 
the better sense, is not beyond exponents of the 
science is suggested by such communications as 
those submitted to the Congress by Prof. Arnold 
J. Toynbee and Dr. R. R. Marett, to make a 
selection which is in no sense invidious. Thus the 
Congress serves to point a moral, if a congress 
may be said to have a moral, that anthropology 
must see its problem whole; and, in that whole, 
practice, as well as theory, has a part. 

The Agony of Knowledge 

The Birth of the Future. 
Pp. xiv + 298 + 9 plates. 
Barker, Ltd., 1934.) lOs. 

By Ritchie 
(London: 

6d. net. 

Calder. 
Arthur 

MR. RITCHIE CALDER, in this work, tells 
us of a pilgrimage he has undertaken "into 

those strange places where the world of the future 
is being born-the scientific laboratories of to-day". 
We wonder! At least, we doubt the "being born". 
To some of us, it seems more likely that our 
world is very old and maybe running down : 
science, indeed, is seemingly but a new ribbon 
road leading us to still faster destruction, with 
new buildings arising on either side which more 
and more obscure natural beauty : in large 
measure, it is a 'wash-out' : scarcely anywhere can 
an economic crop be grown without fertilisers ; 
few have yet considered what the political con
sequences of this state may be. 

I recently had the opportunity of visiting the 
noted caves at Altamira, a taxi-drive out of 
Santander, Spain. We there saw the remark
ably finished, almost life-sized drawings of animals, 
in black and red ochre, set out upon the nearly 
horizontal roof of the cave. The anthropologists 
aver that these are at least twenty thousand years 
old. The cave, to-day, is lit up electrically ; we 
are not aware by what light the artist worked 
and what opportunities the cave-dwellers had of 
seeing his efforts illuminated. What was so 
striking at Altamira, to a visitor like myself, was 
the grim contrast between art and electricity : the 
one so old, the other so new-scarce a century 
old : in fact, its use has been developed under 
my own eyes. During the interval, since the cave 
drawings were made, art probably has made 
little advance and art feeling too; both are every
where more or less decadent and untrue to-day, 
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