
© 1934 Nature Publishing Group

174 NATURE AUGUST 4, 1934 

THE significance, in an archreological sense, of the 
shrine and of its extra-mural location as a non
urban cult, was much enhanced by the accompanying 
material, both that from the floor, such as the 
remains of the ivory toilet appliances, and that 
from the adjacent waste-heap, among the latter, 
more particularly, by the ivory carvings and inlay. 
The occurrence of an inscribed sherd, on which one 
character is conjecturally read Aton, if it should 
prove to be decipherable, may serve to throw an 
important light on the position of the reformed 
religion outside Egypt ; while the ivories afford 
material for examination and discussion of no little 
moment for an understanding of the relations of 
artistic development in Egypt and Palestine. The 
resemblance of the ivory incense vase in the form of 
a female with a spoon attached to the head to that 
depicted in the British Museum fresco of circa 
1415 B.c. from the tomb of Sebekhetep as being 
carried by an Asiatic tributary lends strong support 
to the view put forward by Mr. J. L. Starkey in his 
lecture at the Palestine Exploration Fund that these 
specimens afford evidence for the existence of a local 
school of craftsmen, of which later examples are to 
be seen in the products of Samaria. Of the remaining 
exhibits, little need be said. Their importance, 
especially in the instance of the pottery and metal 
objects from the Copper Age cave-dwellings and 
cemetery, was patent. The peculiar form of the 
copper darts, or javelin points, calls aloud for an 
analogy, which some technologist at the Anthro
pologican Congress should have been able to furnish. 
This, though a lesser problem, is by no means the 
least intriguing of the material brought back by 
what must be judged by its material to have been a 
most successful expedition. 

Climate and Health 

THE one hundred and second annual meeting of 
the British Medical Association was held at Bourne
mouth last week under the presidency of Dr. S. 
Watson Smith, who took as the subject of his pre
sidential address "Climate and Health". In the 
choice of this subject, he said, Bournemouth seemed 
a fitting place from which to speak. There are those 
who believe climate to be the most influential of the 
natural causes controlling the destinies of mankind. 
Apart from the secondary causes, biologically con
cerned, such as temperature, humidity, altitude, 
winds, soils, etc., the chief factor governing climate 
would seem to be insolation. The world distribution 
of sunlight, and the resulting variations of tem
perature, appear to determine the differences between 
coastal, plain, and hill climates ; as also such matters 
as diversity of colour types of man. The importance 
of sunlight to life and health cannot be over-estimated, 
but it is desirable to impress upon the community 
that, whilst the sun is our greatest natural friend, it 
can, if regarded with disrespect, become an equally 
potent foe ; for an excessive exposure to light rays, 
whether natural or artificial, not only entails fatigue 
and exhaustion, but also produces early degeneration 
of the skin. In the British Isles, all gradations exist 

between the bracing and tonic, and the sedative and 
relaxing, climates, and a careful study of an invalid's 
general state of health and mental traits should be 
made before recommending the suitable place. 

Medicinal Baths and Springs 

WATERS and baths are to be looked upon as factors 
accessory to climate, over which they may have a 
dominating therapeutic influence. Spas frequently 
specialise in the treatment of particular ailments, and 
should be classified not only according to type of 
climate, but also upon their therapeutic indications. 
Whatever the chemistry of medicinal waters, their 
effects are several and complex. The biochemical 
action of medicinal waters is perhaps of greater 
moment than hitherto generally believed. Calcium, 
iodine, bromine, iron, salines, sulphur-all occur in 
readily assimilable form as a dilute solution of 
electrolyte in different spa waters, thereby providing 
a means of restoring to the individual what has been 
lost by dysfunction and disease. Medicinal springs 
and baths should be under a public control, ensuring 
regular analyses, purity, and the preservation of the 
natural amenities. These resorts should also provide 
a wide range of electrical, physical, and other acces
sory means of treatment for the re-education of body 
functions and structures. Britain being a most 
favoured land as to spas and health resorts, it is now 
generally recognised that there is seldom, if ever, 
medical necessity to winter abroad, unless it be to 
obtain by altitude, or by dry or sea air, a suitable 
climate for the tuberculous or asthmatic. On the 
other hand, there is no doubt that Continental or 
foreign travel, giving a complete change to body and 
mind, may often be beneficial in cases of mental 
strain and nervous trouble, producing a detachment 
from insular home prejudices, and encouraging an 
interchange of visits and courtesies from country to 
country. 

Control of the Whaling Industry 

THE Whaling Industry (Regulation) Bill, which 
passed almost unobserved through all its stages in 
the closing days of the parliamentary session, gives 
effect to one of the most hopeful attempts yet made 
to secure international action for the protection of 
animals. The great destruction of whales in antarctic 
seas has caused anxiety not only to those who would 
deplore the possible extermination of those great 
creatures, but also to those concerned for the future 
of the industry itself. In recent years, the use of 
'floating factories', which can operate outside terri
torial waters, has rendered it impossible for individual 
Governments to control the industry in the way in 
which it could be controlled when the factories were 
on land. By a convention signed in 1931, the Govern
ments represented on the League of Nations at 
Geneva bound. themselves to introduce a system of 
licensing for all whaling ships registered in their 
respective countries, and to attach to the licences 
conditions giving partial or complete protection to 
certain species of whales. Several other nations have 
already ratified this convention by passing the 
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necessary legislation, and some surprise has been 
expressed abroad at the long delay in obtaining 
ratification by Great Britain. 

THE Bill, which iii about to pass into law, like that 
which has been passed in Norway, actually goes 
beyond the terms of the convention in one or two 
respects. Not only does it prohibit altogether the 
capture of what are known as 'Right' whales and of 
whales below certain sizes, to be prescribed for the 
different species, as well as of females accompanied 
by ,their young, but it also gives power to the licensing 
authority to establish a close season should this be 
deemed advisable. Furthermore; while the Geneva 
convention applies only to the whalebone whales, the 
present Bill gives authority for extending its pro
visions to any other species of whale, should such 
extension be internationally agreed upon. This 
clause might possibly become of great importance if, 
at any time, there should be a revival of the sperm 
whale fishery. 

Recent Acquisitions at the British Museum 

THE Department of Zoology has received as a 
donation from the Rowland Ward Trustees a crab
eating opossum (Didelphys cancrivorus) and a rat-tailed 
opossum (Metachirus nudicaudatus). A rare tree
kangaroo (Dendrolagus ursinus) from New Guinea is 
the gift of Sir Frank Colyer. The Study Collection has 
been enriched through the gift from Col. J. Hamilton 
Leigh of a collection of fifty mammals, mostly from 
Scotland. The most important specimens in this 
collection are a series of Scottish wild cats. The 
Department of Entomology has received as a gift 
from Dr. G. Arnold, Director of the Rhodesian 
Museum, the very valuable collection of ants which 
formed the basis of his "Monograph of the Formicidre 
of South Africa" published in the Annals of the South 
African Museum (766 pp., 9 plates, 1915-1924). 
The collection contains upwards of 7,000 specimens, 
comprising examples of 653 species many of which 
have hitherto been unrepresented in the Museum. In 
the economic life of most tropical countries ants are 
an important factor, principally in the control of 
other insects, especially the so-called white ants. In 
this connexion, Dr. Arnold states that the food of one 
large group of ants consists of 80 per cent at least of 
these very serious pests. The Department of Botany 
has purchased sixty-four bundles of plants from the 
Saffron Walden Museum. There are about 3,500 
foreign specimens many of which were purchased by 
W. Gibson at A. B. Lambert's sale. The most 
important of these are about 150 plants collected by 
the Rev. E. D. Clarke on his travels in the Crimea, 
Greece, Troy and elsewhere. It is probable that 
additional historical material will be recognised, as 
the collection is worked through. 

FRAGMENTS weighing 4j lb. of meteoric stones 
which fell on April 8, 1932, near Temiki on the 
north-eastern border of the Gash delta (about 
250 miles east of Khartoum) have been presented 
to the Department of Minerals by the Director 
of the Geological Survey of the Anglo-Egyptian 

Sudan. This is the first meteorite to be recorded 
from the Sudan, and it appears to be of an unusual 
type. Pieces of two notable iron meteorites, one from 
the meteorite crater recently recognised near Odessa 
in Texas, and the other from the 15-ton mass at 
Mbosi in Tanganyika Territory have been presented 
respectively by Mr. George C. Fraser of New York 
and Mr. H. V. B. Lloyd-Philipps. The latter has also 
given a rich specimen of gold quartz from a newly 
discovered reef in the Lupa goldfield, Tanganyika 
Territory. Gold specimens from three mines in the 
Tati district, Bechuanaland Protectorate, and a 
nugget of platinum from Abyssinia, have been given 
by Mr. HughS. Gordon. Metajarlite, a new mineral 
from Greenland, is presented by Dr. Richard Bogvad 
of Copenhagen, and lusakite, a new cobalt mineral 
named after the new capital of Northern Rhodesia, 
by Mr. A. C. Skerl. A faceted gem of olivine from 
Burma, of a rich colour and weighing 101·75 carats, 
and some tektites 'rizalites', recently discovered in 
the Philippine Islands, and of unknown origin, have 
been purchased. 

Liver Rot and the Drought 

THE Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries points 
out that, as a result of the prolonged drought, the 
breeding places of the water-snail which is responsible 
for the early stages of development of the liver fluke, 
which causes 'liver rot' of cattle and sheep, have 
been considerably reduced, large areas of wet land 
having dried and only small wet patches and pools 
left. An opportunity is thus afforded for taking 
decisive measures for the eradication of the liver fluke 
from the farm. It is recommended that the remaining 
haunts of the snail should be dressed with a mixture 
of finely powdered bluestone and dry sand, in the 
proportion of 1 to 4, at the rate of one-quarter to 
one-half hundredweight to the acre. A second 

, dressing should be applied, if possible, after an 
interval of three weeks, animals being kept away 
from the treated ground until after rain has fallen. 
A further measure is to treat all adult sheep with 
carbon tetrachloride or with extract of male fern, 
which will expel any mature flukes the animals may 
be carrying. Further particulars are given in Leaflet 
No. 89, which may be obtained free of charge from 
the Ministry, 10 Whitehall Place, S.W.l. 

American Ascent into the Stratosphere 

THE ascent of an observation balloon into the 
stratosphere, organised by the National Geographic 
Society and the U.S. Army Air Corps, described in 
NATURE of July 28, p. 132, took place over Rapid 
City, North Dakota, on July 29; but, after rising 
60,000 ft., the balloon ripped open and dropped to 
earth. The pilot, Major W. E. Kepner, and the 
observers, Capt. A. W. Stevens and Capt. 0. A. 
Anderson, however, were saved by means of para
chutes. The gondola, with the remnants of the 
balloon, fell into a field near Loomis, Nebraska. 
According to the Times report, it was much damaged, 
but most of the scientific instruments escaped 
harm. 
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