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Archreological Exploration in the East 

"What songs the Sirens sang or what name Achilles 
assumed when he hid himself among woiPen, though 
puzzling questions are not beyond all conjecture. What 
time the persons of these Ossuaries entred the famous 
Na.tions oft.he dead, and slept with Princes and Councillors, 
might admit a wide solution. But who were the proprie
taries of these bones, or what bodies these ashes made up, 
were a question above Antiquarism." 

SO wrote Sir Thomas Browne nearly three 
hundred years ago. To-day, while the 

Sirens' song is still a subject for argument--witness 
recent discussion on the character of ancient 
music-it would be possible to tell Sir Thomas 
Browne nearly as much of the urns which moved 
him to eloquent meditation and their makers as 
he could have learned about the pots which, 
doubtless, came to pieces in the hands of his 
kitchen maids. In the interval between the 
seventeenth century and the twentieth, study of 
the remote past--remote, that is, in the human 
sense-has travelled a long road. The story of 
the urn is no longer food for the philosophic specu
lation of the scholar, its form and decoration a 
theme for the resthetic appreciation of the dil
letante. Their tale is told in the inferences of the 
prehistorian, whose conclusions, if subject to the 
constant revision inevitable in a field of growing 
knowledge and ever more informed interpretation, 
is set upon a basis of assured knowledge, a body of 
fact collected, collated and recorded with the 
nearest possible approach to a high standard of 
scientific accuracy. 

The life of man has many facets ; and the study 
of man can neglect any one of them only at the 
price of a distorted picture. Full understanding of 
the life of ancient Greece and Rome did not begin 
until their literature was interpreted in the light 
of the monuments, and still more of the common 
objects of everyday use revealed by the spade in 
the streets, shops, dwelling-places and cemeteries 
of the buried cities of classical sites. On the other 
hand, prehistoric archreology, relying necessarily 
on the material products of human activities
tools, weapons, utensils, and in the later phases, 
the dwelling-places of man and god-must often 
fail, in the absence of written records, to 
throw light on the causes and on the sources 
of crucial developments in cultural history, 
which initiate further advance in the progress 
of civilisation. 

It is only at the dawn of history and in certain 
centres of civilisation that contemporary written 
records, not yet all completely decipherable, give 
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aid to the archreologist in the interpretation of the 
evidence of his excavations. When he looks to 
tradition, it is a nice question on which side lies 
the greater obligation ; for while tradition may 
afford a clue to interpret a break in the sequence 
of cultural material or the evidence of a con
flagration, tradition may more often find corrobora
tion in the explorations of the archreologist. Thus 
we may conclude, for example, from the story of 
the final catastrophe at Jericho, of the dynasties 
of Ur, and most convincingly of all from the 
cultural and dynastic background which is now 
known to lie behind the traditional power of Minos 
of Crete. 

The importance of the Near East in the history 
of cultural development is passing into a common
place. There is no other area in the whole world 
in which the story of the rise of man from primitive 
beginnings to the complexities of life in a highly 
organised city community can be traced with the 
continuity and the completeness of understanding 
that is possible here. However much future ex
ploration may bring modification of detail, the 
picture which is emerging with rapidly increasing 
clearness, as the result of recent archreological 
exploration, is one in which can be seen the main 
outlines of the Ancient East as one vast archreo
logical province, extending from the Mediterranean 
to India, in which locally developed civilis
ations came into intimate contact, influenced 
and sometimes absorbed or even overwhelmed 
one another. 

Great movements, such as the rise of the Kingdom 
of Hammurabi, the incursion of the Kassites into 
Mesopotamia and the Aryans into India, the ebb 
and flow of the Hittite and Egyptian Empires on 
the borders of Syria and Palestine, are in some 
ways less impressive, perhaps because of a type 
more familiar, than the evidences of Sumerian 
influence in prehistoric India, the penetration of 
Mesopotamian commerce and commercial methods 
to Hittite lands in the third millennium B.c. and 
the mixture of peoples and cultures which emerges 
from the material recently unearthed in Syria at 
Ras Shamra. Much as we may be impressed by 
the mass of historic detail, which has been re
covered and pieced together with a coherence 
which would have seemed unattainable little more 
than a generation ago, it is always the unbroken 
range of evidence for the rise of man from a ' 
stone-using savage to citizenship of a world-wide 
empire-as the world then was-with all that it 
implies of material and moral advancement, to 

which. we here return time and again with renewed 
interest. 

Archreological exploration in the past has been 
much of an adventure in a strange country, in 
which no one has known what the turn of the next 
corner might not bring forth. Our knowledge of 
early civilisations of Bible lands was in the first 
place a by product of the search for evidence to 
support scriptural texts ; and although Ur had 
been the site of previous excavation, no one had 
anticipated a find such as that of the Tombs of the 
Kings with their wealth of artistic material and 
the light they have thrown on the cult of the royal 
dead in ancient Sumeria. Now, however, the 
day of isolated and unco-ordinated exploration is 
passing, if it has not already gone. The number of 
expeditions which take the field at the beginning 
of each season is greater than ever before ; and 
each has a clear conception of what it expects, or 
hopes, to find. The correlation of results, from 
time to time, not only gives a picture covering a 
wider area than formerly ; it has also revealed the 
strategic points in time and space at which 
evidence is most needed at any given moment
and where it is most likely to be found. It was 
this, to take a single instance, which gave special 
significance to the results obtained by Mr. E. L. 
Mallowan at Arpachiyah. Following immediately 
on the excavations at Nineveh, they supplied 
welcome data to bring northern Iraq into line with 
the evidence from early sites in India, to the south 
and in the ,Ai;gean. 

Archreological exploration on a basis of reasoned 
direction has peculiar advantages in the East, 
where geographical conditions can be readily inter
preted in terms of influence on human activities ; 
but it is difficult of full attainment where a number 
of expeditions under independent control are at 
work. The advantages of organised research on a 
number of sites under unified direction are well 
exemplified in a report, which has been prepared 
by Prof. J. H. Breasted, for a survey of the 
activities of the University of Chicago now in 
progress. This report* deals with the work of the 
Oriental Institute of the University, an institution 
of which Prof. Breasted himself was the founder 
and is the inspiration. He here describes both the 
field-work and the research which is being carried 
on within the four walls of the Institute, or by 
scholars from outside who are associated with its 
organisation. Archreologists will appreciate the 

• The Oriental Institute. By James Henry Breasted. (University 
of Survey, Vol. 12.) Pp. xxiii+455+2 plates. (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press ; London : Cambridge University Press 
1983.) 181. 6d. net. ' 
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generalship of the field work, while envying the 
financial resources which have made it effective. 
The campaign has been planned to occupy such a 
series of strategic points in Egypt and western 
Asia as will give the maximum effect, not only 
in elucidating decisive epochs of the historical 
succession of events, but also crucial phases 
in the development of culture and the rise of 
man. 

At the time of the preparation of Prof. Breasted's 
report, the Oriental Institute had been responsible 
for thirteen 'undertakings' in the field, of which 
twelve are still in operation. Of these, six are in 
Egypt and north-east Africa, and six in western 
Asia. The distribution of the Asiatic sites is 
especially to be noted. Four lie along the lands 
flanking the desert which Prof. Breasted has 
happily termed "the Fertile Crescent" -at Megiddo, 
Calneh, Khorsabad and Tell Asmar-and two are 
in the mountain zone which backs the "Crescent", 
one at the western extremity-Arpachiyah in 
Anatolia, and the other at Persepolis at its eastern 
end. 

We cannot follow in all its detail the focusing of 
research which is implied in the choice of these 
sites ; but one or two salient features call for 
reference. Megiddo, the gate of entry to Palestine 
from the north, and the battle ground of the 
nations, has revealed for the first time the general 
plan of a considerable Palestinian city ; a 
Canaanitish city also is being unearthed, beneath 
which, it is anticipated, may lie evidence of early 
prehistoric man. This site has provided material 
for a corpus of Palestinian pottery with charac
teristic 'fossils'. At Calneh, west of Aleppo in 
Syria, streams of influences from the Mediter
ranean and western Asia come together ; with 
them is evidence of the incursions of the Hittites 
into "the Fertile Crescent" to seize Egyptian 
conquests in this north-eastern comer of the 
Mediterranean. At Khorsabad and Tell Asmar, 
north-east of Babylon, the Sargonid period
though not exclusively-has been the centre of 
interest, and under Dr. H. Frankfort's exploration, 
the latter site has yielded new material for an 
understanding of Sargonid culture and for dating 
purposeR in the third millennium B.C. as the first 
fruits of a campaign planned to last ten years. 
In the Highland zone, an area of characteristic 
culture and ethnologically important as a 
source of Armenoid broad-heads, the origins of 
the Hittite empire and culture are being probed 
at Alishar. 

What, however, may prove the greatest under
taking of all has been initiated at Persepolis, where 
an almost unknown sequence of cultures extends 
from the neolithic age to the time of Cyrus and 
beyond. The work of the expedition varies from 
the examination of a prehistoric village which has 
yielded a previously unrecognised type of painted 
pottery, earlier than any previously known, in
cluding Susa I, to the restoration of the Achmmenid 
palace, the greatest monument of early Persian 
art. 

In Egypt the undertakings of the Institute are 
no less crucial. The problems of man's earliest 
phases of cultural development are being explored 
in a geological and archmological survey, of which 
the first stage has been initiated by Dr. K. S. 
Sandford in the Nile Valley. It will be transferred 
at a later date to the Euphrates-Tigris area. For 
each later phase of special significance in Egypt, 
there is an appropriate centre of activity : the 
beginnings of economic, social and moral develop
ment in the Old Kingdom tombs of Saqqarah ; 
the examination and record of the 'Coffin texts', 
initiated by Prof. Alan Gardiner, for the growth 
of ideas relating to the life after death in the 
Feudal Age under the Middle Kingdom, when the 
national idea was coming into full flower ; the 
architectural and epigraphic surveys of the great 
temples of the Empire at Medinet Habu ; and the 
study of Egyptian pictorial art as exemplified in 
the wall paintings of Abydos (again a work 
initiated by Prof. Alan Gardiner), where the 
Institute has worked in conjunction with the 
Egypt Exploration Society. 

The Institute's field activities extend from the 
palmolithic age down to Byzantine and Moslem 
times, a remarkable range to be covered by a 
single organisation. Yet nothing has been said of 
the great tasks necessary to be carried out at 
home to keep abreast with progress in the field. 
What is at present the greatest undertaking in 
this department, the Assyrian dictionary, must be 
served with a passing reference. Its compilation 
began in 1921 ; it will include 20,000 figures, and 
five years more must elapse before even the filing 
is completed. 

If archmological studies owe a debt of gratitude 
to John D . Rockefeller, Jr. for the financial support 
of several of the Institute's 'undertakings' which 
made them possible, no less credit is due to Prof. 
Breasted for the enthusiasm which inspired that 
generosity and the devoted efficiency which 
has justified it. 
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