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the nose and throat, the viscera, as well as all the 
other bodily systen1s are then each treated 
separately, and the volun1e closes with an appendix 
by Dr. Hartn1an on the housing and care of the 
rhesus n1onkey. 

ln their preface, the editors apologise for a 
certain lack "of that balance that should charac
terise a text book". This lack of balance could 
scarcely be described as inconspicuous, and it will 
undoubtedly strike both of the classes, research 
workers and students of con1parative anaton1y, for 
whon1 this handbook should have a special appeal. 
Thus readers will wonder at the brevity of son1e 
sections-for exan1ple, that on the central nervous 
systen1-and in doing so they will alDlost certainly 
fail to find a point of view which justifies the 
devotion of nearly a third of the book to a descrip
tion of n1uscles, especially when this appears to 
have been done at the expense of other parts. 
Because of its lack of balance, the book n1ay 
unfortunately defeat one of the purposes of its 
publication, for the sn1all an1ount of information 
given about such parts of the body as the nervous 
systen1 and the vascular systen1, will din1inish its 
value to n1any experinlental workers. 

There are other criticisn1s which will un
doubtedly be n1ade by specialists who go to the 
book for information about the rhesus. For 

example, there can be few experimental biologists 
who do not already know from their n1ost ele
Dlentary studies of zoology and n1amn1alian 
anatomy, such simple facts as "the eye-ball 
consists of three coats", or that n1uscles are 
usually "grouped in the categories, unstriated, 
cardiac and striated". There are n1any n1ore 
specific pieces of descriptive information about 
the rhesus that could have been related rather 
than including description which applies fairly 
generally in n1amn1alian anaton1y. For example, 
the intimate structure of the retina could have 
been discussed, or if not discussed, at least re
ference could have been n1ade to the literature 
where it has been discussed. It is true that in 
their preface the editors point out that the biblio
graphies of the separate chapters include only the 
n1ore inlportant references, but even this apology 
does not excuse the lack of mention of such out
standing works as, to cite another field of 
study, Poljak's recent n1onograph on the rhesus 
brain 

In spite of shortcon1ings such as these, the book, 
which is well illustrated and indexed, performs a 
useful and stin1ulating service. It not only de
scribes the rhesus, but it also affords an excellent 
background for further anatomical studies of sub
human Prinlates. 
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An Introduction to the Biochemistry of Nitrogen 

Conservation. By Dr. Gilbert J. Fowler. Pp. 
viii+280. (London: Edward Arnold and Co., 
1934.) 12s. 6d. net. 

SEVERAL years ago Dr. Fowler wrote a sn1all book 
on some aspects of biochen1istry of interest to 
civil engineers, n1edical officers of health and those 
engaged in tropical agriculture. The present 
volun1e is based on the earlier publication and 
includes the substances of lectures delivered at 
Patna University. Following a chapter on ele
Dlentary biochen1ical technique, the author deals 
with the problen1 of nitrogen conservation with 
which he has been so closely identified in England 
and in India. The greater part of the book is 
new-the activated sludge process of sewage 
purifications developed by the author and his 
associates at Manchester was still unknown in 
1911. This process is the greatest advance in 
general n1ethods of sewage disposal which the 
twentieth century has yet produced. 

From the tin1e of Liebig, n1any writers have 
deplored the waste of fertilising n1aterial involved 
in the disposal of refuse fron1 urban COD1Dlunities, 
without n1uch practical result in Europe and 
America. The greater econon1ic stress of life in 

the East has, however, compelled attention to the 
problen1. In India the production of con1post 
fron1 vegetable waste treated with cattle urine, as 
at Indore, or with activated sludge, is now well 
organised. An atten1pt is made to control the 
carbon-nitrogen ratio on the lines first established 
at Rothan1sted. 

Considering the range of subjects covered, the 
bibliography is con1prehensive. The chapter on 
non-nitrogenous organic n1atter contains no re
ference to Norn1an's work on the biological decoDl
position of plant n1aterials, a subject fundan1ental 
to n1any of the operations described later. It is a 
pity that the references were not checked n1ore 
carefully, as a few errors or n1isprints in the earlier 
publication have been reproduced. The style is 
easy, and the book cannot fail to interest students 
of hygiene and agricultural science. E. H. R. 

Geology of California. By Ralph D. Reed. Pp. 
xxiv+355+17 plates. (Tulsa, Okla.: American 
Association of Petroleun1 Geologists ; London : 
Thon1as Murby and Co., 1933.) 5 dollars. 

FoLLOWING the earlier studies of the igneous and 
metamorphic rocks of the n1ining districts of 
California, there has n1ore recently been an 
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