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This super-abnndance of certain stable foodstuffs 
has led to a cheap food supply for the people--at 
least for certain kinds of food. Unfortnnately, 
those foodstu±Is which have a special health 
value are still relatively expensive. At present 
retail prices, 3,000 Calories, roughly the amount 
required by an average man, can be obtained in the 
form of certain foodstu±Is, for example, white bread, 
rice, sugar, margarine, for 3d.-5d. ; but the same 
number of Calories costs about 2s. in the form of 
milk, 3s.-5s. in the form of vegetables, 4s. in the 
form of eggs, and 1s.-3s. in the form of meat. 
Production of these more expensive foodstuffs is 
increasing in efficiency with a corresponding fall in 
wholesale prices. Distribution, however, is still 
relatively inefficient and expensive, and schemes for 
the marketing of agricultural produce are now being 
undertaken. 

Suppression of Weeds 

OuR knowledge in the use of artificial fertilisers 
has now become very extensive, and a great deal of 
information has also been acquired with regard to 
the destruction of weeds by chemical means. Further, 
certain fertilisers have a two-fold value in that they 
act as weed destroyers as well as encouraging the 
growth of the crop. Spraying for weed eradication 
was introduced in France towards the end of last 
century, when copper sulphate was used to kill 
charlock and wild radish. The practice soon became 
widespread and at the present time the use of 
sulphuric acid is rapidly becoming a recognised means 
of destroying various annual weeds in cereal crops, as 
is also the fertiliser cyanamide, while chlorates seem 
likely to attain a position of importance in the future 
for the destruction of particular weeds in certain 
circumstances. Mr. H. C. Long, of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, has just published a simple and concise 
acconnt of the subject in a brochure entitled "The 
Suppression of Weeds by Fertilizers and Chemicals". 
The use of lime, calcium cyanamide, sulphuric acid, 
sulphates of copper and iron, chlorates and arsenical 
componnds are the substances chiefly dealt with, 
and recommendations for the destruction of many 
weeds that commonly occur in serious quantities are 
described. The booklet extends to 57 pages, and in
cludes 17 photographic illustrations and 5 line 
drawings. It may be obtained from the author at 
"The Birkins", Orchard Road, Hook, Surbiton, 
price 2s. net (by post 2s. 2d.). 

Sociological Studies 

Two reports in the "Special Report Series" of 
the Medical Research Conncil, recently issued 
(London: H.M. Stationery Office), are of consider
able, though somewhat specialised, interest. No. 
190, "A Study of Growth and Development", by 
Miss R. M. Fleming, contains a record of observations 
in successive years on the same children, with con
tinuous observation on a number of anatomical 
characters, and an attempt to relate to them 
psychological characters of the growing individuals 
and their reactions to the physical and psychical 

environments in which they lived. No. 192, "Housing 
Conditions and Respiratory Disease", by Dr. C. M. 
Smith, deals with the amonnt, nature and incidence 
of sickness occurring during one year among a 
population of two thousand people living in a poor 
quarter of Glasgow, one half being housed in a slum
type district, the other half in a rehousing scheme 
area. Comparison of the morbidity in the two groups 
does not yield conclusive results, and the value of 
the work lies rather in indicating the fallacies and 
difficulties involved in reaching reliable conclusions 
in investigations of this kind. 

Blindness 

SrR JAMES BARRETr has prepared an analysis 
of the causes of their blindness in applicants for 
admission to an Institute for the Blind (Med. J. 
Australia, 1933, December 30, p. 872). Among those 
over fifteen years of age, myopia (short sightedness) 
heads the list with 15 per cent of the total. Of all 
cases, venereal diseases probably cause 40-50 per 
cent. In another paper in the same journal (July 
15, p. 69), Sir James gives an acconnt of the develop
ment of the Braille system. Introduced in 1834, 
various modifications were attempted, so that at the 
end of last century there were several kinds of 
Braille in the English-speaking world. In 1905, Great 
Britain decided to adopt Braille nniformly ; about 
the same time the Americans appointed examiners 
to inquire into the various Braille systems, and in 
1913 they reported that the original Braille system 
came out of the test as the best, and it was adopted 
in America in 1918. 

Crocodiles and Alligators 

A NEW part of "Das Tierreich" by Dr. Franz 
Werner of Vienna (Pp. xiv+40. Berlin and Leipzig: 
Walter de Gruyter and Co. 8.75 gold marks) deals 
with Reptilia Loricata and contains keys and short 
descriptions of the distinguishing characters of 
gavials, crocodiles and alligators, as well as short 
notes on colour, habitat and distribution. The 
characters selected as discriminating are readily 
appreciated and the descriptions are helped by 33 
text-figures. Old names are changing; the once 
familiar Crocodilus niloticus has become Champse 
vulgaris, and as a generic name Crocodylus is, para
doxically, confined to two alligators from South 
America, one of which is named Crocodylus niloticus 
-a native of British Guiana, Bolivia and that region ! 
This and other points are referred to in a letter on 
p. 835 of this issue. 

Investigations of Rudi Schneider 

IN the article "From a Correspondent" on MM. 
Osty's investigations on Rudi Schneider in our issue 
of May 19, p. 747, the importance of an independent 
repetition of these experiments is urged. Prof. D. F. 

' Fraser-Harris writes to direct attention to the 
investigations of Lord Charles Hope and others 
published in the Proceedings of the Society for 
Psychical Research of Jnne 1933. These experiments, 
however, did not include any graphs of the rhythmic 
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