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Mr. R. H. Burne, F.R.S. 

THE retirement of Mr. R. H. Burne from the 
physiological curatorship of the Royal College of 
Surgeons' Museum was marked by a complimentary 
dinner which was held in his honour at the Langham 
Hotel on May 10. Among those present were Sir 
Holburt Waring, Sir Cuthbert Wallace, Sir Arthur 
Keith, Sir Arthur Smith Woodward, Sir Peter 
Chalmers Mitchell, Dr. Tate Regan, Sir Charles 
Ballance, Prof. E. Barclay-Smith, Prof. William 
Wright, Sir Buckston Browne, Prof. E. S. Goodrich 
and Mr. C. Forster-Cooper. Mr. Burne's contributions 
to zoological and anatomical literature have been 
outstanding in that they have been the result of 
painstaking dissection of the most intricate kind. 
The physiological series of the Royal College of 
Surgeons contains innumerable examples of his 
masterful skill with the scalpel. Many of these 
preparations illustrate discoveries which he has 
himself made, but has never published. His election 
to the fellowship of the Royal Society in 1927 was 
the recognition of his scientific work in the College 
Museum. The complimentary dinner was in its tum 
a mark of appreciation by his friends of his modest 
and retiring personality. 

Television Committee 

THE Postmaster-General announced in the House 
of Commons on May 14 that the Television Com
mittee is to be constituted as follows :-Lord Selsdon 
(chairman); Sir John Cadman (vice-chairman); Col. 
A. S. Angwin, Assistant Engineer-in-Chief, G.P.O.; 
Mr. Noel Ashbridge, Chief Engineer, B.B.C. ; Mr. 
0. F. Brown, Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research; Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Carpendale, 
Controller, B.B.C.; Mr. F. W. Phillips, Assistant 
Secretary, G.P.O. The secretary of the Committee is 
Mr. J. Varley Roberts, Telegraph and Telephone 
Department, G.P.O., E.C.1, and the terms of reference 
are : "To consider the development of television and 
to advise the Postmaster-General on the relative 
merits of the several systems and on the conditions 
under which any public service of television should 
be provided." 

IT does not appear that any of the members of the 
Committee appointed by the Postmaster-General 
have that practical knowledge of the scientific prob
lems involved in television desirable for the consider
ation of the position and possible development of the 
subject. It will be difficult, therefore, for the Com
mittee to estimate with authority the value of the 
various systems which have been developed. Even 
in regard to the commercial interests involved, and 
the attempts made in other countries to popularise 
television, the Committee will have mainly to depend 
upon the experience or knowledge of others. More
over, since the relative merits of the systems of tele
vision to be examined may have to be decided on 
patent issues, it is strange that no member of the 
Committee familiar with patent law and practice has 
been appointed. It seems, therefore, that the 
Committee will have to base its report upon evidence 

given by the various television interests ; and we 
suggest that it would have been better if the Post
master-General had convened a conference of these 
interests and asked them to present an agreed report 
on the two main questions submitted to the Com
mittee he has appointed. He might thus have had 
the fullest technical information on television pre
sented to him direct by the companies who command 
the services of all the television experts available. 
As it is, the Committee will have a difficult task in 
securing such information and assessing its value ; 
and whatever report is issued is likely to be challenged 
by companies concemed with the development of 
television. 

Plague of Blood-sucking Flies in Yugoslavia 

WE leam from the Times of May 12 that an insect 
plague is causing serious trouble in parts of Yugo
slavia. The insect in question is referred to as the 
'golubatz fly', which has recently appeared in parts of 
the country not previously troubled by the pest. 
Several peasants and some 500 cattle and sheep have 
already perished. A poisonous fluid injected by the 
fly has the effect of breaking down the red blood 
corpuscles, so that when the 'bites' become numerous 
death may supervene. From the account given, it 
is evident that the fly in question is a species of 
Simulium or buffalo gnat. This genus comprises 
blood-sucking flies which are troublesome pests in 
several parts of the world. In regions bordering on 
the Danube the species S. columbaczense, which is 
most probably the fly involved in the present out
break, causes at times heavy mortality, especially 
among horses, as the result of its blood-sucking pro
pensities. Its larvre and pupre live in streams and 
rivers while the adult flies sometimes occur in 
immense swarms. In 1923, an invasion in Rumania 
is computed to have caused a loss to farmers of about 
£80,000 through the deaths of horses, sheep, pigs and 
other domestic animals. Although human beings are 
also attacked and severely bitten, fatal cases seem 
to occur but seldom. In their efforts to control the 
plague, the farmers used smoke screens and applied 
various repellent smears to their stock. Much the 
same methods are being used in the present outbreak, 
the peasants lighting bonfires in order to protect 
their stock, the herds being kept indoors during the 
day and allowed to graze only between sunset and 
sunrise. A feature of such outbreaks is that the flies 
may be carried long distances by the wind, with the 
consequent invasion of areas where the farmers have 
no previous experience in applying control measures. 

Dust Clouds in the United States 

A RARE meteorological phenomenon was ex
perienced in New York on May II, when a cloud of 
grey dust enveloped that city. This cloud of dust is 
described as having reached the eastem seaboard of 
the United States early on that day, and is said to 
have extended from New England down to Wash
ington, to have been denser in the Middle West and 
to have measured 1,500 miles by 900 miles in the 
horizontal and about three miles in the vertical. 


	Plague of Blood-sucking Flies in Yugoslavia



