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£440; a Brunsviga calculating machine for his
personal use had previously been presented to him.
The bronze plaque, of which a copy is to be presented
to University College, and a small reproduction
to each subscriber, bears the following inscription :
‘“Presented to Professor Karl Pearson, M.A., LL.D.
F.R.S., by students, colleagues and friends on his
retirement after having been a Professor of Univer-
sity College, London, for forty-nine years, in grateful
commemoration of his research, teaching and inspira-
tion.” The balance of the fund is to be devoted to
the completion or publication of such work of Prof.
Pearson or his pupils as he may select or to the
advancement in any other way of the branches of
science with which his name will always be associated.
Prof. Filon, in making the presentation, paid
eloquent tribute to Prof. Pearson’s distinction in so
many fields, and was followed by Mr. G. Udny Yule,
who gave very interesting personal reminiscences of
work and holidays with “K. P.”.

Joseph Priestley

THE recent issue of Isis (pp. 81-97) contains an
important paper by Mr. W. Cameron Walker on
“The Beginnings of the Scientific Career of Joseph
Priestley”, disposing of the incorrect views expressed
by Priestley’s biographers, such as, that his ‘“History
of Electricity’” was suggested by Franklin and that
it led to his election as F.R.S., that this distinction
was the result of his electrical experiments, and so
on. The Canton Papers and certain letters—some
facsimiles are given—in the Royal Society’s library
show that the writing of the ‘“History’’ was Priestley’s
own idea, that he was elected F.R.S. prior, not only
to its publication, but also to his experiments, and
that his friends secured his election with the view of
increasing the sale of his book. Priestley’s own
account, written long after these events, ascribed his
election to his original experiments. But the author
is probably correct in hinting at a lapse of memory,
since there is other evidence of this failing. The
most interesting document here is Seddon’s letter of
December 18, 1765, introducing Priestley to Price
and suggesting in a postscript his introduction to
Franklin. As a result Priestley met Franklin and
Canton, was elected F.R.S., was led to experiment
in electricity, thence to the study of the conductivity
of ‘mephitic air’, and thence to his classic chemical
researches on ‘airs’ and to the discovery of oxygen—
to the birth of modern chemistry. Few ‘postscripts’
have had such historic consequences.

Trevithick Memorials

A MeEMORIAL to Richard Trevithick, the great
engineer and inventor, was unveiled at Merthyr
Tydfil on Thursday, April 19, by Mr. David E.
Roberts, to mark in a fitting manner the historic
journey of the first rail locomotive on February 21,
1804. The memorial is situated at Pontmorlais, close
to.what was then the entrance gate to Penydaren
Ironworks, where Trevithick built the locomotive. It
ran down to the basin on the Glamorganshire Canal
at Abercynon 9% miles distant, but the damage to

the cast iron rails, which were of course only suited
for horse traction, was such that the trials were not
followed up. The memorial itself is built of stone
sleepers taken from the track, and incorporates also
some of the old rails. Its erection is the outcome of
local effort backed by help from the Trevithick
Centenary Commemoration in London. The event
was made a civic oceasion, and a concourse of upwards
of 3,000 spectators assembled for the ceremony. The
unveiling was followed by an address from Mr.
Roberts on the work, especially that in South Wales,
of Trevithick.

THE second of the memorial tablets erected as a
result of the commemoration last year of the cen-
tenary of the death of Trevithick, was unveiled at
University College, London, on April 23, by the Hon.
Oliver Stanley, M.P., Minister of Transport. The
tablet has been placed on the Gower Street side of
the College to mark the site of the track laid down
in 1808 over which Trevithick’s locomotive Catch-
me-who-can ran. This was the first rail locomotive
to draw passengers, and the exact site of the experi-
ment has only been determined after long inquiry.
The tablet, which bears a medallion of the inventor,
a representation of his engine and a suitable inscrip-
tion, is of bronze ; it is a bold and striking memorial
and one which effectively attracts the attention of
the passers-by. Prior to the unveiling, a meeting
took place in the College which was presided over by
Sir Murdoch Macdonald, M.P., the chairman of the
commemoration committee. When asking Major
Stanley to unveil the memorial, and the Provost of
the College, Dr. Allen Mawer, to accept the custody
of it, Sir Murdoch said that often our great benefactors
have reaped but posthumous honours and so it was
with Trevithick, for although he died in 1833, it was
not until fifty years later that his memory was
honoured by the erection of a window in Westminster
Abbey. Methods of transport have developed greatly
since Trevithick’s time, but all our steam locomotives,
great and small, work on the principle first effectively
applied by him.

Cosmic Rays

Pror. P. M. S. BrAcKETT delivered the Friday
evening discourse on April 20 at the Royal Institution,
taking as his subject ‘“Cosmic Rays”. This fascinating
subject started more than thirty years ago with the
discovery that clean dry air at sea-level is a slight
conductor of electricity ; it has now grown into one
of the important branches of physics, and it perhaps
may also be considered as an important branch of
astronomy. For whatever the final explanation of
the origin of the rays is found to be, it is probable
that their origin is of great astronomical significance.
The instruments with which the rays have been
investigated have been the ionisation chamber, the
counter and the cloud chamber, and experiments
have been carried out with such apparatus all over
the world and at very great heights above the ground
and far below the surface. The cosmic radiation is a
part, really, of geophysics, to be studied not only
in the laboratory but also everywhere that is
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