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also a menace to health. In many workshops the 
dust impairs the quality of the finished goods. The 
floor-waxing machine with suction device should 
prove specially useful in hotels, hospitals and 
sanatoriums. 

Industrial Physics 

THE address which Dr. Paul D. Foote delivered 
before the American Physical Society as retiring 
president appears in full in the February issue of 
the Review of Scientific Instruments. In it he points 
out how inadequately industrial physics has been 
represented on the Council of the Society, and how 
as a consequence much of the work of the members 
of the Society has failed to attract the attention of 
industrial executives and they are unable to see that 
there are places for physicists in their organisations. 
It has been left to large corporations like the General 
Electric Company to show how much physicists can 
do for industry. Dr. Foote considers that the training 
in physics in most of the American universities fits 
a man neither for industry nor for a position in a 
junior college, and that industry has to look to the 
engineering rather than to the physics departments 
for men adequately trained in the fundamentals 
of classical physics in pre-ference to those superficially 
acquainted with the latest developments of quantum 
mechanics. He hopes that the newly-formed American 
Institute of Physics and the new journal Physics will 
secure more intimate contact between physics and 
industry, and that the attitude of the Society towards 
applied physics in the n ext few years will insure that 
physics becomes a real profession rather than an 
academic avocation. Since the foundation of the 
Institute of Physics, in London in 1918, the position 
of British physicists has improved. Lord Rutherford 
recently pointed out that there has been a rapidly 
growing recognition of the importance of the physicist, 
not only in the academic world but also in industry, 
and he considers that the Institute of Physics can 
justly claim some of the credit for this . 

Tests for Accident Proneness 

UNDER the title "Tests for Accident Proneness", 
the Industrial Health R esearch Board has published 
the results of a further investigation into the factors 
involved in "accident proneness" which have engaged 
its attention for several years (Medical Research 
Council : Industrial Health Research Board. Report 
No. 68: Tests for Accident Proneness. Pp. iv+37. 
London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1933. 9d. net). 
Previous work had e-.stablished that certain indi
viduals are inherently more liable to sustain industrial 
accidents than others exposed to the same risk. By 
the investigations of E. Farmer, E. G. Chambers and 
F. J. Kirk now reported, it has been established from 
experiments with groups of dockyard apprentices and 
naval artificers that, within the groups studied, poor 
resthetokinetic co-ordination (defined as the ability to 
do certain sensori-motor tests) is associated with a 
liability to sustain an undue number of accidents. 
The results do not suggest that resthetokinetic co
ordination is associated with accident proneness in 
all occupations, although it is probably associated 

with it in groups doing similar work to those tested. 
Deficiency in this function, however, only accounted 
for a part of the accidents sustained, and it is evident 
that only one of the factors involved in accident 
proneness has thus far been isolated and evaluated. 
Even this, however, makes a definite step towards 
the practical goal of detecting beforehand those 
specially liable to accident and warning them against 
entering dangerous occupations. No significant 
relation was observed between intelligence and 
accidents in any of the groups, and in two of them 
accident proneness did not decrease with age and 
experience. It does not follow, however, that in 
groups employed on different work, variations in 
intelligence may not play a part in accident proneness. 

Scientific Survey of South-Eastern Polynesia 

THE Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu, has 
organised an expedition, to be known as the Man
gareva Expedition, for the study of the little-known 
parts of south-eastern Polynesia. Because other 
means of transportation are unavailable, the Ex
pedition is provided with two ships. The Islander 
(Capt. W. G. Anderson), a high-powered sampan, 
was to leave Honolulu on March 1 and during a six 
months' cruise will serve as a 'master ship' for 
scientific workers who will conduct investigations 
chiefly at Mangareva, Oeno, Pitcairn, Rapa, Tubuai, 
Rurutu, Raivavae, and Rimitara islands. The second 
ship, the cutter yacht Tiare Tahiti (Capt. Robert S. 
Burrell), under charter from May until October, will 
serve primarily as a 'transfer ship' for the ethno
logists at work in Mangareva and among the three 
hundred and sixty islands of the Tuamotu Archi
pelago. The chief purpose of the Expedition is to 
record the data regarding native races, flora and 
land fauna, which are disappearing at a surprisingly 
rapid rate. Incidental observations on geology, 
marine zoology and general oceanography will also 
be made. The scientific staff includes Dr. Peter H. 
Buck, Kenneth P. Emory and J. Frank Stimson, 
ethnologists; Prof. Harold St. John and Raymond 
Fosberg, botanists; Dr. C. Montague Cooke, Jr., 
and Donald Anderson, malacologists; and E. C. 
Zimmerman, field entomologist. Dr. C. Montague 
Cooke, Jr., has been appointed leader of the Ex
pedition. 

A History of Vegetables 

THE Gardeners' Chronicle of March 3 publishes a 
report of a lecture on "The Introduction of Vege
tables" by Mr. E. A. Bunyard. It comes as somewhat 
of a surprise to find that many of our common 
vegetables were once regarded as harmful plants, or 
were the subjects of religious prohibition. The broad 
bean, for example, was forbidden to the Egyptian 
priests, though later it was the cause of 'bean-feasts' 
to a bean god. Garlic, cabbage, asparagus and 
spinach have all had a somewhat chequered history. 
The scarlet runner bean was long prevented from 
becoming a table delicacy by its value for ornamental 
purposes. Tomatoes were first suspected of being 
poisonous, then became medicinal, and it was not 
until the 'eighties of last century that their nutritive 
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value was realised in Great Britain. The potato 
survived a great volume of scorn, and was finally 
introduced to cultivation through sheer necessity
it mitigated the hardships of several famines. Mr. 
Bunyard suggests, somewhat whimsically, that lilies 
and tulips are edible, and appeals for an extension 
of "the Elizabethan spirit of adventure in the 
vegetable garden". 

Sir Henry Wellcome, F.R.S. 

THE President of the French Republic has paid a 
notable tribute to English medical and chemical 
research by conferring the honour of La Croix de 
Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur upon Sir Henry 
Wellcome, who has also just been awarded the 
Remington medal of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association for distinguished service to pharmacy. 
Sir Henry is founder of the Wellcome Research 
Institution and head of Burroughs Wellcome and 
Co., London, manufacturers of fine chemicals and 
galenicals, with establishments in the United States, 
Italy, Canada, Australia, India, China, South Africa, 
the Argentine and other countries. Apart from the 
research and experimental laboratories of the 
establishments of Burroughs Wellcome and Co. 
which have carried out many original researches in 
pharmacy, Sir Henry Wellcome has established a 
number of scientific research laboratories and research 
museums which are co-ordinated under separate and 
distinct direction, such as the W ellcome Research 
Institution with its magnificent new building in 
Euston Road, London. In these associated chemical 
and medical research laboratories and museums, 
much original work has been done to throw light on 
abstruse problems in medicine and pharmacy and 
to settle hitherto uncertain points in the history of 
pharmacy. 

Royal Irish Academy 

AT the stated meeting on March 16 of the Royal 
Irish Academy, the following members were elected: 
Prof. K. G. Emeleus, professor of physics, Queen's 
University of Belfast; Prof. T. T. Flynn, professor 
of zoology, Queen's University of Belfast; Dr. 
R. H. Hunter, senior lecturer in anatomy, Queen's 
University of Belfast; Rev. J. Hynes, professor of 
archmology, University College, Galway; Rev. G. V. 
Jourdan, professor of ecclesiastical history, University 
of Dublin ; Prof. M. F. Liddell, professor of German, 
University of Dublin; Mr. C. Blake Whelan, archmo
logist. The Abbe Victor Gregoire has been elected 
an honorary member in the Department of Science 
and Prof. Ellis H. Minns, Prof. Michael Rostovtzeff 
and Prof. Jean B. Vendryes honorary members in 
the Department of Polite Literature and Antiquities. 

Announcements 

THE first Royal Society soiree this year will be 
held in the Society's rooms at Burlington House on 
May 9 and the second on June 20. 

PROF, A. M. CARR-SAUNDERS, Charles Booth 
professor of social science, University of Liverpool, 
has been elected a member of the Athenmum under 

the provisions of Rule II of the club, which empowers 
the annual election by the committee of a certain 
number of persons of distinguished eminence in 
science, literature, the arts or for public service. 

PROF. H. LEVY, professor of mathematics at the 
Imperial College of Science, will deliver the twenty
fifth Conway Memorial Lecture on Wednesday, April 
25, at 7 p.m. at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.l, his subject being "Science in an Irrational 
Society". Admission will be free. 

THE Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. has 
elected the following to honorary membership of the 
Society: Sir Frederick Gowland Hopkins, Cam
bridge; Prof. G. H. Hardy, Cambridge; Dr. E. 
Schrodinger, Berlin (now Oxford); Prof. David 
Hilbert, Gottingen ; Prof. Max Born, Gottingen 
(now Cambridge); Prof. T. Levi-Civita, Rome; and 
Prof. Carl St0rmer, Oslo. Prof. Vainio Tanner, 
Helsingfors, has been elected a corresponding 
member. 

THE Hillebrand Prize of the Chemical Society of 
Washington for the year 1933 has been awarded to 
the late Dr. Edward Wight Washburn for the dis
covery of the first practical method of separating the 
isotopes of hydrogen. He discovered the electrolytic 
method of separation, which has made possible the 
subsequent research into the properties of the 
isotopes of hydrogen, and has thus initiated almost 
a new era in chemistry, consequent upon the dif
ferences in the chemical and physical properties of 
these isotopes and their compounds. 

THE Council of the Iron and Steel Institute an
nounces that His Majesty the King has been 
graciously pleased to accept the Bessemer Gold 
Medal of the Institute for 1934. His Majesty has 
been the patron of the Iron and Steel Institute since 
his accession. The Bessemer Gold Medal was founded 
in 1873 by the late Sir (then Mr.) Henry Bessemer, 
the discoverer of the Bessemer process of steel
making and the second president of the Iron and 
Steel Institute. It has been awarded annually since 
that date to distinguished benefactors of the industry 
and particularly for pre-eminent contributions to
wards the scientific and technical knowledge of iron 
and steel. In 1899 Queen Victoria, and in 1906 
King Edward VII, agreed to be recipients of this 
Medal. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned :-A general 
manager for the Pigs Marketing Board-The Secre
tary, Pigs Marketing Board, Thames House, Millbank, 
London, S.W.l (April 9). A public analyst for the 
Dorset County Council-The Clerk of the County 
Council, County Offices, Dorchester (April 18). A 
teacher of mathematics, and a teacher of applied 
mechanics and machine drawing, at the Junior 
Technical School, Sheffield-The Chief Education 
Officer, Leopold Street, Sheffield (April 19). A senior 
assistant librarian at University College, Hull-The 
Registrar (April 20). A temporary resident lecturer 
(woman) in history and geography at the Hereford 
Training College--The Principal. 
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