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Reduction of Road Accidents, 

IN view of the increasing attention which is being 
directed to road accidents and their causes and 
prevention, a pamphlet recently issued by the 
National Institute of Industrial Psychology dealing 
with practical methods for reducing accidents and 
transport costs is worthy of general attention. The 
difficulty of ascertaining accurately the ability of a 
driver is widely realised, but the way in which his 
accident record may be misleading and lead to 
unfair judgments of his abilitJ is less well known. 
As a result of a considerable amount of research, the 
Institute has now been able to devise and standardise 
a group of psychological tests which can be applied 
to select the best drivers from among a group of 
applicants for a post. The results of the tests have 
shown a remarkable concordance with estimates 
based on close observation of actual driving per­
formance. The tests are equally valuable for selecting 
the men most suitable for training as drivers and they 
can also be applied to discover what is lacking in 
drivers of poor ability in order to remedy deficiencies 
where possible. A fourth direction of application is 
of even wider interest as the tests can be used to 
advise those who intend to leam to drive as to what 
degree of ability they are likely to develop after 
adequate tuition and experience. The bearing of such 
tests on the prevention of road accidents is obvious. 
The Institute's fee for carrying out such a test is 
two guineas. 

Quarterly journal of Experimental Physiology 

VoL. 23 of the Quarterly Journal of Experimental 
Physiology is dedicated by his past and present 
assistants to Sir Edward Sharpey-Schafer, in honour 
of his eighty-third birthday. It contains thirty-one 
papers, which have been collected and edited by 
Dr. Argyll Campbell and Sir Leonard Hill, two of 
his former assistants. The list of those who have 
participated in the production of the volume contains 
twenty-nine names, covering a period of nearly fifty 
years. It is unnecessary to mention the great advances 
made by physiology in this time, advances to which 
Sir Edward Sharpey-Schafer has himself in no small 
degree contributed. In the present volume, the 
original contributions cover many different aspects 
of physiological science, from the effects of posture 
on heart-rate and blood pressure and the discomfort 
of close rooms caused by infra-red rays, to studies 
on arginase, the effect. of formaldehyde on vitamin 
B 1 and variations of the anterior pituitary hormone in 
the blood in pregnancy, to mention only a few. 
Examination of the volume gives a good idea of the 
branches of physiology in which interest is being 
taken at the present time and indicates that this 
science is rapidly adding to our store of knowledge. 

A 'Sun-Path Demonstrator 

TEACHERS who have difficulty in explaining 
geographical and astronomical phenomena which 
involve motion in three dimensions may find that 
a model illustrating the phenomenon is much more 
intelligible to the pupil than is any blackboard 
drawing intended to represent three dimensions. 

Messrs. Philip and Son, Ltd., 32, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C.4, have sent to NATURE office a model 
called the 'Slm-Path Demonstrator" (price 15s.) the 
use of which is to demonstrate the sun's apparent· 
motion, hour by hour, at the equinox and solstices 
as it appears to an observer in any latitude. Th; 
latitude can be set by one protractor and the sun's 
altitude read off on another protractor. The device 
may be helpful in demonstrating the particular point, 
but why the sun should behave in this way is left 
quite unexplained. Nevertheless, a wide acquaintance 
with such a device would tend to lessen the number 
of otherwise intelligent pupils who find particular 
difficulty with problems of this nature. 

Early Man in Nevada 

FURTHER evidence of the presence of early man in 
the United States, which is regarded as "highly 
suggestive if not absolutely convincing", is reported 
by Dr. George Gaylord, of the American Museum of 
Natural History, to have been found in Nevada, 
according to a. statement issued by Science Service, 
Washington, D.C. This is a flake of obsidian found 
by a field party led by Mr. Fenley Hunter while 
quarrying for the bones of fossil animals. It was 
enclosed in an undisturbed matrix in a horizon in 
which were the remainl:l of camel, horse and deer, 
and belonging to Pleistocene or post-Pleistocene 
times. The flake bears marks of chipping, as for the 
preparation of a blade. Obsidian has not been found 
in the region of the discovery, this fact strengthening 
the view that the flake is of human origin. Charcoal 
is stated also to have been found in three well-defined 
areas, and is presumed to be the remains of ancient 
hearths. 

Index Veterinarius 

WE have received the first number of the Index 
Veterinarius (vol. 1, No.1. Aprill933), the proposed 
publication of which by the Imperial Bureau of 
Animal Health has been mentioned in these columns 
and covers the first quarter of this year. It is 
volume, produced by duplicator, of 304 pages, pre­
ceded by 36 pages of explanatory introduction and 
the list of joumals and reports indexed, with key 
to the abbreviations adopted. The Index will be 
issued quarterly, and each volume will be a single 
complete alphabetical index of veterinary publica­
tions, authors' names and subjects being given their 
appropriate places in the same series ; references are 
fully cross-indexed under subject headings. The 
publication should be of great service to the veterinary 
profession and to research workers on veterinary 
subjects. The annual subscription is £4, which should 
be forwarded to the Bureau, Weybridge, Surrey, 
England. 

Irritating References 

DR. F. A. BATHER recently complained (NATURE, 
July 15) of the irritation and loss of time caused 
by the custom of not indicating the page number 
of a new chapter. Mr. C. A. Silberrad, 2 Forrest Side, 
Epping, Essex, writes to say that a far greater source 
of irritation and loss of time is the habit of many 
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