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logy in Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore; Prof. 
Filippo Bottazzi, professor of experimental physiology 
in the University of Naples; Prof. Edwin G. Conklin, 
professor of biology in Princeton University; Prof. 
Nikolaj K. Koltzoff, professor of zoology in the State 
University, Moscow; Prof. Albrecht Penck, emeritus 
professor of geography in the Friedrich-Wilhelms
Universitiit, Berlin ; and Prof. Pieter Zeeman, pro
fessor of physics in the University of Amsterdam. 
British Honorary Fellows: Sir George Macdonald, 
president in 1928 of Section H (Anthropology) of the 
British Association, and Sir William Napier Shaw, 
formerly director of the Meteorological Office. The 
Gunning Victoria Jubilee prize, 1928-1932, was pre
sented to Sir James Walker and the Makdougall
Brisbane prize, 1930-1932, to Dr. A. C. Aitken. 

Beilby Memorial Awards 
THE administrators of the Beilby Memorial Fund 

have awarded one hundred guineas each to Dr. 
Constance F. Tipper (nee Elam), and to Dr. A. J. V. 
Underwood. Dr. Elam (Mrs. G. H. Tipper), was an 
assistant in the metallurgical department at the 
National Physical Laboratory, Teddington, in 
1916-17 ; and in 1917-27 she worked at the Royal 
School of Mines, South Kensington, where she was 
research assistant to Sir Harold Carpenter. During 
short periods between 1917 and 1928 she also worked 
in the Cavendish Laboratory, at Cambridge, and at 
the Davy Faraday Research Laboratory of the Royal 
Institution. In 1924 she was elected Armourers and 
Brasiers research fellow in metallurgy and held this 
fellowship for the maximum period of five years. Since 
1928 she has conducted research in the Engineering 
Department of the University of Cambridge. The 
greater proportion of Dr. Elam's work relates 
principally to crystal growth in metals, particularly 
aluminium. Dr. Underwood is at present practising 
as a consulting chemical engineer, and is an honorary 
lecturer in the Ramsay Laboratory of Chemical 
Engineering, University College, London. Dr. Under
wood has published a large number of papers on 
chemical engineering subjects, notably in connexion 
with filtration, distillation and fiame temperatures. 
His treatment has been mainly mathematical and 
he has developed original quantitative methods for 
interpreting and applying basic chemical engineering 
processes. 

The Schneider Mediumship 
FuRTHER details of some recent experiments with 

the Austrian medium, Mr. Rudi Schneider, have been 
published by the Society for Psychical Research in 
the issue of its Proceedings for June. In a report of 
a series of sittings, at which J"ord Rayleigh and others 
co-operated, it is stated that attempts to verify the 
alleged interruption of infra-red rays by some invisible 
substance or 'force' extruded by the medium were 
successful, although none of the photographs gave 
any indication that any material object was inter
posed. Considerable trouble appears to have been 
taken in the technical side of the inquiry, although 
it is a little difficult to understand why, for certain 
of the experiments, a room was chosen which was 

extremely susceptible to mechanical vibration, being 
close to streets bearing heavy traffic and above the 
lines of the Underground railway. Moreover, the 
inclusion among the sitters during eight seances of a 
person who has already been accused of acting as 
the medium's confederate is not easy to explain, 
since it is stated that neither the medium nor the 
individual in question were responsible for the 
invitation to att.end. 

APART from these and other criticisms which might 
be made, the report marks a step forward in the 
investigation of the Schneider mediumship. Much 
work remains to be done and, as Lord Rayleigh 
points out, there is need for patience and perseverance 
and the avoidance of dogmatism. No good purpose 
can be served by trying to gloss over unfortunate 
incidents in the past as the director of these sittings 
and some of his colleagues are inclined to do. Such 
incidents as those occurring in Vienna some ten years 
ago, when Mr. Schneider was accused of freeing a 
hand by Prof. Stefan Meyer, are not to be neglected, 
and the full details have just been published as 
Bulletin 5 of the National Laboratory of Psychical 
Research. Prof. K. Przibram who, with Prof. Meyer, 
was working with Mr. Schneider, now states that he 
and his colleague have no reason to believe that any 
of the phenomena they saw were of a 'psychic' 
nature. He observes that the phenomena change as 
methods of control change, so that when one riddle 
is successfully solved another is then put forward. 
Thus ten years ago Mr. Schneider was exhibiting the 
levitation of his own body. To-day he is showing 
the interruption of infra-red rays by alleged 'supra
normal' means. Indeed the elusive nature of these 
phenomena inclines Prof. Przibram to be sceptical as 
to the possibility of sifting "the few grains from the 
mountain of chaff." 

Research Defence Society 
IN the annual report for 1932-33 of the Research 

Defence Society, the Committee surveys the work 
of the Society during the year in defence of medical 
research. Mention is made of the final report of the 
Field Distemper Council, which demonstrates that 
distemper in dogs is almost preventible by the use 
of preventive vaccine-virus inoculation, the incidence 
of the disease being reduced thereby from nearly 
100 to 1·4 per cent., and the death-rate from 50-75 
to only 0·3 per cent. Had the proposed Dogs' 
Protection Bill, annually introduced into Parliament, 
passed into law, this research, with so much benefit 
to dogs and dog-lovers, would have been impossible. 
Attention is directed to reprehensible types of anti
vivisectionist propaganda, particularly to canvassing 
consumers and threatening to boycott manufactur-

' ing firms which test their food and drug products 
scientifically before sale to the public. The treasurer, 
Sir Leonard Rogers, states that the Society's income 
for the year has been the lowest since 1924, amount
ing to the modest sum of £776, with which to counter 
never-ceasing attacks on research workers by anti
vivisection societies, the combined income of three 
alone of which amounts to £20,000, and he earnestly 
appeals for additional support. 
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