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Correns was born in Munich on September 19, 
1864, his father being a painter and a member of 
the Bavarian Academy of Art. In 1892 he went to 
Tubingen and in 1899 was made an extraordinary 
professor in that University. He went from there 
to Leipzig in 1902, and in 1909 became professor 
of botany at Munster in Westphalia. It was there 
that I first met him, in 1910. An animated dis
cussion with him in the streets of Munster, sur
rounded by curious onlookers, made one feel 
rather like one of the disputants in a university 
town in the Middle Ages. With his bright red 
hair, thick glasses and large hands with extremely 
long nails trimmed to a point, he was a man of 
extraordinary appearance in his younger days. 
When the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Biological 
Research was founded at Berlin in 1914 he was 
called to be its first director and was also made an 
honorary professor in the University of Berlin. 
His connexion with this research institute was 
maintained to the end, its extensive garden, green
houses and laboratories being the scene of all his 
later work. An early work, published in 1899, had 
to do with vegetati\emultiplication in the mosses, 
but nearly all his later investigations had some 
bearing on genetics. 

In 1924, on the occasion of his sixtieth birthday, 

Correns's collected works on plant genetics, 
numbering sixty papers, were published in a 
volume of some 1,300 pages. He married a niece 
of Niigeli and published (1905) Mendel's letters to 
Niigeli, in which an unsuccessful attempt was 
made by Mendel to interest Niigeli in his views 
regarding the phenomena of heredity. They were 
republished as an appendix to the volume of 
collected works. 

Correns may be said to occupy a somewhat 
similar place in modern plant genetics to that of 
KOlreuter in the eighteenth century. His results 
were always clearly and methodically presented. 
He held several honorary degrees, was a member 
of the Prussian Academy of Sciences, and in 1931 
was elected a foreign member of the Linnean 
Society of London. R. RUGGLES GATES. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths: 

Prof. C. W. Cook, professor of economic geology 
in the University of Michigan, known for his work 
on oil geology, on February 17, aged fifty years. 

Prof. Erik G. Odelstierna, professor of the 
metallurgy of iron in the Technical High School, 
Stockholm, from 1904 until 1918, aged seventy
nine years. 

News and Views 
Education and Economic Recovery 

IN his chancellor's address to the University of 
New Zf>aland, Dr. J. Macmillan Brown emphasised 
the contribution of education to recovery from the 
periodic economic and financial depressions in the 
assif>tance it gives to the growing mind to tmderstand 
the methods and efforts of the past. Youth must 
be trained to know the data of the situation before 
it is stirred to invest igate and learn the full terms 
of the problem before attempting its solution. 
Accordingly, education, and especially advanced 
education, should be the last element in a civilised 
community to be submitted to the axe of economy 
in meeting the want and suffering a.'lsociated with a 
depression, and the pruning of educationa.l resources 
in New Zealand and elsewhere is a definite Retback 
to recovery. The two essentials in the recovery of 
a community from oE'pression arE' the broadelling and 
deepening of the intelligence of the mass so to 
enable them to leam thE' lesson of thrift and foresight. 
and hilltlly dE'veloped leaders capablE' of seeing far into 
the darkness uf thE' future and leariin!! their fellows to 
the highest practical goal. The sf'lection and training 
of t.he intellE'ctual leaders is the more important for 
advance in research, and a large proportion of 
exceptional materinl is left undevflloped in the 
a.bsence of scholarships to select and carry it through 
its course. 

IT is t.he tnJE' function of a university, Dr. Mac· 
millan Brown saio, to Relect Lht' reseurch workers 
and leaders of thought who will save mankind from 

these recurrent dilemmas. Universities and . institu
tions which prepare for them are the main means 
by which the methods of one generation are stored 
up and improved for the benefit of subsequent 
generations. Dr. Macmillan Brown pointed out that 
more and more widely is it being realised that self
isolation of the indiyidual, the caste, the community, 
and the nation is suicidal and destructive of progress, 
and he urged that the transmission of advance from 
one community and one generation to others can 
only be effective, beyond such institutions as the 
British Commonwealth of Nations and the League of 
N aLions, if there is fellowship and effective interna
tional co-operation between the universities. With 
the universities and their graduates forming the 
constituencies in every nation and community, 
mankind might make some approach to a world 
parliament or at least to a conference which would 
he competent to indicate sanely the conditions that 
should belong to a federation of the world. Dr. 
Macmillan Brown concluded his plea for the place of 
a trained intelligence in the direction of the affairs 
of mankind by pointing out that university education 
must be built on broader foundations than narrow 
specialisation and be capable of selecting the wisest, 
mO'lt developed minds and characters the community 
can produce. 

Roman Richborough 

AFTER eleven years excavation on the site of 
Roman Richborough, it is at last posRible, according 
to the account of the most recent discovered given by 
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Dr.J. P. Bushe-FoxbeforetheSocietyofAntiquaries on 
April 6, to assign a purpose to the large timbered 
buildings occupied during the first half century of the 
Roman conquest of Britain. It is now evident that 
these buildings, differing in character from both 
barracks and structures for domestic occupation, 
were port store-houses for grain and other material. 
The outlines of rotted beams, piles and foundation 
trenches, indicate that they were erected in rec
tangular blocks or insulre, each comprising four 
buildings. Of these, one faced the main road and the 
other three lay behind, with approaches from the 
side roads which bounded the insulce. Each building 
was provided with a loading platform, while that 
facing the road had also a space in front in which 
carts might draw up. This building was erected on 
a massive beam platform, embedded in the soil, to 
take heavy weights; but the remaining three were 
erected on piles to give the ventilation necessary to 
protect corn against the effects of damp. No other 
granaries such as these are known. Another building, 
also unique in character, lies on the other side of the 
road. It is a rectangular structure erected around a 
court. Each side consists of two rows of rooms, 
ranged in pairs. It is conjectured that these were 
the quarters of the police guarding the stores. Dr. 
Bushe-Fox describes the whole base camp as an 
unprecedented discovery. His account of the arrange
ments for unloading and storing material had an 
almost disconcertingly modern note. 

Completion of the Grid in Great Britain 

THE fifth annual report of the Central Electricity 
Board, which has just been published, is of special 
interest as it is the last of the reports marking the 
construction of the grid in Great Britain. It has 
only taken six years to complete instead of the 
estimated eight years. The cost is less than 27 
million pounds and is within 2! per cent of the original 
estimate of the Electricity Commissioners, a very 
satisfactory result considering the work has been 
so accelerated. In future, the main business of the 
Central Board will be in connexion with grid trading. 
The main function of the grid is to see that there is 
an abundant supply of electrical energy at each 
central station so that the engineers will have more 
time to devote to the increase of their sales. The 
report shows that continuous expansion is taking 
place in outlying areas supplied by secondary 
transmission lines. The Weir Committee thought 
that it would be best that most of the secondary 
transmission should be carried out by the distributing 
authorities, but the Central Board found it best to 
regard these lines as part of the grid and so help 
the diRtributors. Successful researches have been 
made on methods of cheapening the cost of tapping 
the grid. This is a step towards sparsely 
populated districtR with electric light and power and 
thus encourages rural development. Instead of a 
tapping costing £20,000, it is hoped to reduce it to 
£4,000. It was feared at one time that difficulty 
would be obtained in getting wayleaves, but out 
of twenty-one thousand wayleaves obtained, less 

than six hundred (2'83 per cent) had to be acquired 
compulsorily. 

The French Grid 

THE new electric transmission line which has just 
been opened between the Massif Central and Paris 
will greatly facilitate the supply of electrical energy in 
France. The station on the River Truyere, a tributary 
of the Garonne, is one of the largest and finest hydro
electric stations in Europe. We learn from the 
Electrician of March 24 that the pressure is 220 
kilovolts; this compares with 132 k.v., the pressure 
used on the British grid. The line starts from 
Rueynes, passes by Mareges, Eguzon and Chagny 
and ends at Chevilly, which is south of Paris. At 
present, the line can carry 100,000 kw. When the 
new Sarrians station is completed in a few months' 
time, the power transmitted will be doubled by 
means of a second line which is under construction. 
The first part of the 220 k.v. line was constructed 
by the Paris-Orleans Railway in order to safeguard 
its supply for traction purposes. It was first operated 
at 150 k.v., but this was modified a year ago by the 
addition of supplementary insulators to the strings 
of insulators then in use. This enables it to work at 
220 k.v. Luckily, the three overhead conductors had 
been placed 7·8 metres apart initially, so the con
version was easily effected. The average span be
tween the lattice towers is 250 metres and the lines 
are of steel-cored aluminium. The distributing 
stations for the Paris region are supplied by three 
underground lines with energy at 60,000 volts. 
Provision has been made so that five more of these 
lines can be laid when required. The important fallS 
of the Massif Central are now connected with Paris. 
The joining up of the stations at the falls in the Alps 
and on the Rhine with the falls of the Massif Central 
is a most satisfactory engineering achievement. 

Sir Ambrose Fleming on Television 

THE fourth Exhibition of Television and Photo
Electric Apparatus was opened at the Imperial 
College of Science, London, S.W.7, by Sir Ambrose 
Fleming on April 5. In the course of his remarks, 
Sir Ambrose said that the invention of television has 
gone through the usual three stages. First, whe!), 
everyone thought it could not be done at all. Second, 
when leading experts declared that even if it could 
be done, it was no possible use, and third, when the 
wiseacres said, we knew it could be done, but it is 
not a commercial proposition. "It has been my good 
fortune to be closely and practically connected with 
the introduction into great Britain of three importanj; 
inventions, namely, the telephone, the incandescent 
electric lamp and wireless telegraphy, and I have 
seen these three stages illustrated in them all. 
Television by Baird's system is now a practical 
achievement and capable of being of real 
ment value, as those know who have seen the nightly 
demonstrations of it by a good receiver. Our great 
grievance at present is the impossible hour at which 
the B.B.C. broadcast it, namely, U-l1.30 p.m." 
There is need for a careful scientific study of the 
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