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Berkeley. By Prof. G. Dawes Hicks. (Leaders 
of Philosophy Series.) Pp. xii+336. (London: 
Ernest Benn, Ltd., 1932.) 12s. 6d. net. 

Tms is a valuable addition to the series of mono
graphs on the philosophers who have mainly 
influenced Western thought. Much has been 
written already on Berkeley ; yet Prof. Dawes 
Hicks succeeds in being both original and interest
ing in his account of the Bishop of Cloyne. In 
the exposition of Berkeley's doctrine, he rightly 
stresses the importance of his . opinions about 
mathematics and the sciences for the understand
ing of his philosophical views ; and the section 
devoted to Berkeley's place in history adds some 
fresh material to the valuation of this most 
fascinating thinker. T. G. 

Technology 
A Dictionary of Electrical Terms : including Tele

graphy, Telephony and Wireless. By S. R. Roget. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged. Pp. 
vii+396. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd., 1931.) 7s. 6d. net. 

So rapid has been the progress made in various 
branches of electrical science that even scientific 
workers themselves have sometimes to look up 
many of the latest treatises published before they 
find the definition of the term or phrase they are 
looking for. We have looked up many words such 
as bel, neper, booster, in this dictionary, and have 
found clear and satisfactory definitions. Purely 
trade names of apparatus have been omitted. 
The use of many technical terms in the electrical 
industry is almost entirely confined to the United 
States; but some which originated there are 
equally used on both sides of the Atlantic ; the 
author gives both. Conciseness has been attained 
without the sacrifice of intelligibility and the 
author does not trespass on the function of the 
encyclopIBdia or the technical treatise. 

In the second edition more than nineteen 
hundred further expressions have been added and 
a good many alterations have been made. The 
author's purpose has not been to compete with 
the officially established definitions compiled by 
the British Standards Institution and by the 
International Electrotechnical Commission. His 
purpose has been to give explanations rather than 
definitions. The dictionary should prove useful 
to many. 

Advanced Electrical Measurements. By Dr. William 
R. Smythe and Dr. Walter C. Michels. Pp. 
x+240. (New York: D. Van Nostrand Co., 
Inc., 1932.) 3 dollars. 

THE object of this book is to train students so 
that they may be useful in research, testing and 
development work. Perhaps it is too much to 
hope that all the information given can be assimi
lated in thirty laboratory lessons ; but the book can 
be commended. It is stated (p. 101) that "the 
growth of modern physics dates from the time of 
the conception of the electrical theory of matter". 
If this is regarded as the definition of 'modern 
physics', evidence can be produced in support of 
it, but we think that it rather limits its scope. 

Comparing this book with similar hooks pub
lished thirty or forty years ago, it will be seen 
how the methods given of measuring, for example, 
inductance and capacitance, have improved in the 
direction of attaining higher precision, but possibly 
they are less instructive. Students now experiment 
with various kinds of alternating current bridges, 
ionisation gauges and hot wire manometers. 
Photoelectric cells and optical manometers are 
also used. The mechanisation of laboratory 
experiments is proceeding so rapidly that there is 
little time to develop originality. The proof 
reading seems to have been carelessly done as 
there are variations in the spelling of the names 
of continental physicists. 
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