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Recent Acquisitions at the Natural History Museum 

THE Entomological Department of the British 
Museum (Natural History) has recently acquired the 
collection of the economically important Thysanop
tera, or thrips, formed by Dr. R . S. Bagnall, com
prising more than 17,000 specimens, of which about 
430 are types and 750 paratypes. Some 8000 insects 
of various orders, but mainly Diptera, have been 
collected for the Department in the High Tatra 
Mountains in Poland and Czechoslovakia by Miss D. 
Aubertin and Miss E. Trewavas. The King of the 
Hedjaz, Nejd, and its Dependencies has presented to 
the Geological Department the collection of fossils 
made by Mr. H. St. J. Philby on his recent remarkable 
journey in Central Arabia. It includes invertebrates 
from the Jurassic rocks of the Tuwaiq plateau and 
the Cretaceous rocks of the Arma plateau, near 
Riyadh, the W ahabi capital. From the area south 
of the Gulf of Bahrein, invertebrates of Miocene age, 
closely resembling those of contemporaneous rocks 
in the Persian oilfields, were obtained ; while fresh
water shells found in abundance at several localities 
in the middle of the great Rub' al Khali Desert show 
that rivers or lakes existed recently in that now arid 
region. The Government Geologist of the Anglo
Egyptian Sudan has presented a series of shells of 
Lower Tertiary age preserved in a remarkable kind 
of flint ; these are the first fossils, other than a few 
plant remains, to be found in that territory. A large 
selection of material from the meteorite craters dis
covered in 1931 near Henbury, Central Australia, has 
been acquired for the Department of Minerals from 
the Kyancutta Museum, South Australia. This 
includes 172 pieces of meteoric iron with a total 
weight of 604 lb. The largest piece of 292 lb. was 
found in contact with three other masses (total 
weight 440 lb.) at a depth of 7 feet in the smallest 
of the thirteen craters. This is the only meteorite 
that has ever been excavated from inside a meteorite 
crater. 

Additions to the Botanical Collections 
Mxss E. HOMBERSLEYhas given to the Department of 

Botany of the Natural History Museum 882 paintings 
of British flowering plants by MU!s Ellen Hawkins, 
who died in 1864. The paintings are of considerable 
merit and are accompanied by descriptions, written 
on the opposite page of the double sheet, which give 
interesting details and information. Miss Hawkins 
wrote the botanical appendix to Robertson's "Hand
book to the Peak" (1854). Mr. Reginald Cory has 
presented the original manuscript and drawings of 
the "Tabular Distribution of the Vegetable Kingdom" 
by John Stuart, third Earl of Bute. The Department 
already possesses many plants purchased at the Earl 
of Bute's sale in 1794. Prof. John Percival has pre
sented a set of all the known species of AJ:gilops. 
Prof. Percival's knowledge of this difficult genus of 
grasses makes the set of special value. Among the 
purchases there is a further set of H . J. Schlieben's 
Tanganyika plants and 668 Brazilian and Mexican 
plants collected by Y. Mexia and 248 drawings of 
liverworts (Jubulere) by Fr. Verdoorn. 
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Epidemic Diseases in Residential Schools 
THERE has been since August a slight rise (which 

was anticipated) in the incidence of an epidemic 
disease of the nervous system named poliomyelitis 
(an infection which may sometimes result in 'infant 
paralysis'), though up to the present the cases have 
as a whole appeared singly and widely scattered. 
The Ministry of Health has, however, received 
certain inquiries as to the wisdom or expediency of 
closing residential schools in which such isolated 
cases may have occurred. The Ministry of Health 
is definitely of the opinion that the balance of advan
tage is in favour of not closing a residential school 
in which poliomyelitis has appeared. If the school 
be closed, any potential infectiousness of the disease 
is more widely distributed, and passes beyond such 
m eans of supervision and control as are furnished in 
a well-equipped residential school conducted on 
hygienic lines. 

Co-operation of Scientific Societies 
MANCHESTER chemical societies have initiated a 

form of co-operation which should prove of con
siderable value both to their members and to local 
industry generally. The Manchester and district 
sections of the Institute of Chemistry, the Society of 
Chemical Industry, the Society of Dyers and 
Colourists, the Oil and Colour Chemists' Association 
and the Institute of Rubber Industry, together with 
the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society, 
have established a Joint Advisory Committee, con
sisting of the honorary secretaries (or other repre
sentative ) of the societies concerned, in order that 
problems of mutual interest can be discussed and 
common plans arranged, and to provide a means 
whereby Manchester ·chemical opinion can be ascer
tained and expressed. The Committee has already 
published a card calendar of meetings, both scientific 
and social, of the participating societies, and a 
booklet which gives lists of officers as well as sylla
buses and other information concerning the session's 
activities. The Chemical Society, not being organised 
in local sections, does not participate directly in the 
scheme, but--as is indicated in the booklet--fellows 
of that society may, under a co-operative arrange
ment, read papers on pure chemistry before the local 
section of- the Society of Chemical Industry. Members 
of one society are cordially invited to attend meetings 
of any other society ; hence by the promotion of 
personal contact and by the provision of facilities 
for discussion and joint action, Manchester chemists 
are effecting a consolidation of their own interests as 
well as providing an interesting experiment which 
will probably be found worthy of wider application. 
The Association of Secretaries of Technical Societies 
in Glasgow has also issued a programme of the 
meetings of the chemical and engineering societies 
in that city. 

Musk Rat Menace 
THE Trustees of the British Museum had under 

consideration at their meeting at the Natural History 
Museum on October 22 the serious position in the 
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