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tact with the public will be secured by means of an 
Advisory Council acting in a consultative capacity, 
and it will be consulted by the Postmaster-General on 
questions of general policy_ The Report is obviously 
a document of first importance, and we hope to discuss 
the Committee's recommendations in due course. 

Progress and the Scientific Worker 
WITH the great changes inherent in modern civilisa

tion, a new outlook has become essential. Science, 
the handmaiden of progress, cannot be divorced from 
industry, administration, social problems, etc.; and 
with this point of view in mind, the new series of 
Progress, which is being published as Progress and the 
Scientific Worker, aims at giving voice to the new 
citizenship. Necessarily, therefore, within its covers 
will be found the joint expressions of the scientific 
and humanistic outlook. This is made possible since 
it is the official journal of the Association of Scientific 
Workers and the British Institute of Social Service. 
Progress, the first bi-monthly number of which is for 
July-August 1932, has made a splendid beginning. 
Sir John Russell contributes an informative article on 
" The Coming Generation ". He gives an interesting 
resume of recent advances in the agricultural sciences. 
For example, in the harvesting of an acre of wheat, 
hand work of olden days involved 32 man hours, the 
early machine 19 man hours, and the modern machine 
4 man hours. But the reduction of these man hours 
by mechanisation has its drawbacks. On one farm 
in Norfolk, for example, until recently, 40 men were 
employed, and now, since its 'mechanisation', only 
4 are employed. One of the greatest problems of 
to-day, which will inevitably be handed on to the 
coming generation, is the employment of such dis
placed men. 

CLOSELY allied to the problems discussed in this 
article is the paradox of plenty, which is the subject 
of an article by Mr. Percy Alden. There is a surplus 
throughout the world of wheat, cotton, tea, coffee, 
rubber, oil, and tin. Poverty-stricken countries are 
no doubt desirous of buying, but the purchasing power 
is absent. Now, there are, according to Mr. Alden, 
two essentials to recovery from this world-wide de
pression : international agreement over debts, repara
tions, and armaments, and an attempt to settle the 
currency question which is crippling industry in many 
countries. The inevitable connexion of industrial 
development with creative science forms the basis 
of Sir Richard Gregory's suggestive and illuminat
ing article entitled "Science and the Nation". Sir 
Richard gives many convincing examples of the ' triple 
alliance ' of creative science, purposeful invention, and 
skilled labour, and the resulting conditions, which have 
proved of national and international importance. 
" Science not only creates new means of existence and 
new sources of employment by the discovery of new 
principles and substances, but also places extended 
use of power at the disposal of every one .... Modern 
technical achievement and scientific thought fore
shadow a new economic structure for society in which 
they should be used to exercise decisive influence 
upon the major politics of the State as well as upon 
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their administration." Through such activities un
bounded possibilities are presented to the new genera
tion, including the problem of the displaced man
power discussed by Sir John Russell. Besides other 
articles of general interest, the new journal contains 
scientific, social, industrial, and educational news, 
reviews, and notes. The price is 6d. per copy, and 
the annual subscription 5s. 

Mohenjo-daro Dating 
A FURTHER stage towards precision in the dating 

of the prehistoric civilisation of the Indus valley is 
marked by Mr. Ernest Mackay's letter to the Times 
of Aug. 27. Mr. Mackay records the discovery at 
Mohenjo-daro of a fragment of a steatite vase which 
bears exactly the same intricate and very unusual 
pattern as a double vase of the second period of Susa. 
It was found at a depth of 28 ft. below datum, very 
little above water-level in the soil when the river is 
at its lowest. The inference that it was an import 
from Elam is borne out by the material of the frag
ment, a greenish-grey steatite identical with that of 
the Susa II. double vase. A conservative estimate for 
the dating of Susa II. would place the Mohenjo-daro 
find at about 2800 B.c. On the other hand, Mr. 
Mackay points out that the seal, of undoubted Indian 
workmanship, found by Dr. H. Frankfort at Tell 
Asmar, is inscribed with animals which occur com
monly on seals and sealings at Mohenjo-daro (although 
as yet only two cylinder seals have been found) and 
can be contemporaneous only with the upper levels 
of that site, occurring at some three to seven feet 
below datum. This, on the basis of Dr. Frankfort's 
dating of the Tell Asmar seal, would give a dating 
of 2500 B.c. for the upper levels at Mohenjo-daro-a 
reduction on the previous provisional dating. It would 
thus appear that between the lower levels, 28 ft. below 
datum, and the upper levels, contemporary with the 
period of the Tell Asmar find, some three hundred 
years elapse-a conclusion to which Mr. Mackay states 
that he already inclined on other grounds. 

Protection of Antiquities in France 
A QUESTION of much interest to archreologists in 

general, though naturally of more immediate moment 
to French archreologists, is raised by Dr. R. Vaufrey 
in the current issue of L'Anthropologie (t. 42, Nos. 3-4), 
in describing certain steps which have been taken by 
the Prehistoric Section of the Commission des Monu
ments historiques for the more efficient administration 
of the law relating to the protection of prehistoric 
antiquities. It would appear that French archreo
logists are feeling some alarm lest they should be 
on the eve of a condition of affairs prophesied by M. 
Marcellin Boule more than forty years ago, when he 
foresaw that, unless effective measures were taken, 
France's priceless store of prehistoric antiquities in 
the Dordogne would be exhausted. In the opinion of 
prominent French archreologists, that time is indeed 
close at hand. Every effort is to be made to avert it. 
Present financial conditions preclude anything in the 
nature of the creation of a department for the purpose, 
but steps are being taken to secure a stricter enforce
ment of the existing law. The Prehistoric Section of 
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