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hottest month at Sydney because it was so cold 
compared with Samoa ; of Ludwig Mond, Kelvin, 
Rayleigh, and a host of others ; with sometimes a 
sigh for vanished youth-his strength was a by
word at Cambridge in his day-but always a sturdy 
interest in life and work. A great man, the staunch
est of friends, and a most lovable character. 

H. T. T. 

PRoF. K. SuYEHIRO 
PROF. KYOJI SUYEHIRO, director of the Earth

quake Research Institute, Japan, died after a brief 
illness on April 9 (Bull. Earthq.Res.Inst., 10, v, 1932). 
Suyehiro was born in Tokyo on Jan. 24, 1877, the 
second son of Mr. S. Suyehiro, a well- known 
writer and politician. In 1900 he finished his 

course on naval construction in the Imperial 
University of Tokyo, and two years later became 
assistant professor on that subject. In 1909 he 
travelled abroad, and on his return in 1911 was 
appointed titular professor in the University. In 
1925 he founded the Earthquake Research In
stitute, of which he served as director until his 
death. He was also president of the Society of 
Naval Construction and of the Physico-Mathe
matical Society. Much of Suyehiro's work is con
nected with naval construction. In seismology, 
he studied and measured the oscillations of build
ings, and last year he visited the United States in 
order to attend conferences on the influence of 
earthquake shocks on buildings. Not the least 
useful part of his work lay in the guidance and 
encouragement of his numerous students. 

News and Views 

Prof. J. E. Lennard-Jones 
THE first occupant of the recently created John 

Humphrey Plummer chair of inorganic chemistry at 
Cambridge will be Prof. J. E. Lennard-Jones, of the 
University of Bristol. During his tenure of office at 
Bristol, first as reader in theoretical physics and later 
as professor and first holder of the Melville Wills 
chair in this subject in the Wills Physical Laboratory, 
Prof. Lennard-Jones has carried out a number of im
portant investigations in the field of molecular physics. 
His earlier work on the forces between atoms in gases, 
and later, in crystals, was of fundamental importance 
and led him to the study of cohesion and other surface 
phenomena such as adsorption, as well as the structure 
of molecules in general. The results that he obtained 
attracted general attention and were particularly 
appreciated by physical chemists and metallurgists, 
both in Great Britain and abroad, because of the light 
that was thereby thrown upon some of the most 
fundamental problems of modern chemistry. The 
post to which Prof. Lennard-Janes has now been 
appointed affords special opportunities for the con
tinuation of this co-operation between theoretical 
physicists and chemists, which in the past has been 
far less marked in Great Britain than on the Con
tinent. On the other hand, the University of Bristol, 
with which he has been associated for seven years, 
suffers the loss of an original thinker, a brilliant ex
positor, and a capable administrator. 

International Congress of Prehistoric and Proto
historic Sciences 

THE first International Congress of Prehistoric and 
Protohistoric Sciences, held in London on Aug. 1-6, 
must be counted completely successful. Foreign 
visitors seemed thoroughly satisfied with the arrange
ments for their instruction and entertainment ; while 
the whole-hearted manner in which British archooo
logists supported the meeting both by their attend
ance and by the contribution of papers, as well as the 
ready enthusiasm with which they entered into the 
discussion of mutually interesting problems with their 
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colleagues from other countries, ensured that this new 
undertaking should at least be launched under favour
able auspices. The number attending the Congress 
was approximately six hundred, and just under two 
hundred papers were accepted for reading-too large 
a number perhaps; but the careful arrangement of 
subdivisions and the classification of papers reduced 
the inconvenience of clashing to a minimum. A high 
standard was maintained ; and a number of papers, 
to some of which we hope to refer at a later date, dealt 
with topics of great importance. Some communica
tions from foreign visitors were perhaps of a more 
highly technical character than those to which a 
British audience is accustomed ; but this was to be 
expected with a membership of which a considerable 
proportion was professional. It is only in Great 
Britain that that interesting and valued survival, the 
amateur as archooologist, flourishes to any appreciable 
extent. 

SENSATION was not lacking at the Congress, as may 
be gathered from the accounts, which were somewhat 
exaggerated, in the daily Press. Among these was 
the announcement, a little premature, of the deposi
tion of Oldoway man from his pride of place as the 
oldest specimen of Homo sapiens-for which the evi
dence appears elsewhere in our columns (seep. 237)
and the new conclusions relating to the Lloyd's skull, 
which Prof. Elliot Smith announced in his review of 
recent discoveries in human palooontology. Even his 
opening remarks gave his audience a surprise, for he 
stated that he had been asked by Dr. E. Dubois to 
announce his recent discovery of three femora of 
Pithecanthropus among the material he brought from 
Java in 1900, which support the classification of that 
type as a true genus, and by their form justify the 
epithet erectus. Prof. Elliot Smith, however, pointed 
to the possibility of a connexion with Ngandong man, 
to the recent discovery of which he also referred. In 
regard to the Lloyd's skull, he made the remarkable 
announcement that this is now to be regarded as by 
far the oldest known representative of Homo sapiens. 
Dr. Matthew Young has made a statistical comparison 
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