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American Expedition to Northern India 
SINCE the beginning of March an American scientific 

expedition sent out by Yale University has, under the 
leadership of Dr. Hellmut de Terra, been doing 
geological and biological research in Northern India. 
Having visited the Salt Range, Dr. de Terra and Prof. 
G. E. Hutchinson, a biologist at Yale University, have 
proceeded to Kashmir, where they are making a 
geological and biological survey of the Kashmir valley. 
Ultimately they hope that this survey will make pos
sible a clear understanding of the natural history of 
this southern Himalayan sector, from the pleistocene 
period to the present day. Another member of the 
party, Mr. G. E. Lewis, fellow in palreontology at 
Yale, has been collecting tertiary vertebrate fossils in 
the Siwalik formations of the Northern Punjab. On 
May 15 the expedition, accompanied by the surveying 
officer Khan Sahib Afraz Gul Khan, left Srinagar and 
started for the Eastern Karakorum, a field in which 
Dr. de Terra has already done geological work while 
accompanying Dr. Trinkler's Central Asia Expedition. 
Five months will be devoted to work in this region, 
which includes the still little known tract of land 
lying along the north-west Tibetan plateau. While 
the rest of the party will be busy with geographical 
and geological problems, Prof. Hutchinson plans to 
carry out limnological studies on the great Pangong 
and adjacent lakes which are among the highest lakes 
in the world. 

IN reference to the work of this expedition in the 
Salt Range, Dr. L. L. Fermor, officiating director of 
the Geological Survey of India, writes from Calcutta 
to point out that a note in these columns (NATURE, 
Feb. 20, p. 275) on the plans of the expedition-which 
was based on an announcement issued by Science 
Service of Washington-" seems unjust to the Geo
logical Survey ", in suggesting that the Salt Range 
had not been examined systematically for palreonto
logical evidence. Dr. Fermor directs attention to a 
number of contributions to the Memoirs of the Geo
logical Survey and Palaeontologica Indica-on the 
geology by A. B. Wynne and Sir Edward Pascoe, and 
on the palreontology by R. Lyddeker, G. E. Pilgrim, 
W. Waagen, and others. In addition, Dr. Fermor 
states that the Range itself is now being surveyed in 
great detail by E. R. Gee. 

Early Man in Palestine 
FURTHER information relating to the human 

skeletal remains found in the Mousterian strata of the 
Palestinian cave, Mugharet es-Sukhul (see NATURE, 
May 14, p. 712), as given by Miss D. A. E. Garrod in 
a communication to the Times of June ll, indicates 
that the discovery is of even greater significance than 
at first appeared. Now that Mr. MacCown and his 
assistants have been able in part to remove the 
breccia in which two of the skeletons were embedded, 
it is becoming possible to appreciate the bearing of 
certain incompatibilities with the Neanderthal type, 
which Sir Arthur Keith had noted in the Galilee skull 
and other remains found in the Palestine caves in 
association with a Mousterian culture. These two 
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skeletons are practically complete and lie as they were 
buried, one on its back, the other on its left side with 
legs flexed and heels drawn up towards the sacrum. 
Although the skull has the characteristic powerfully 
developed supraorbital ridges, the cranial vault is 
higher and the head somewhat rounder than in 
Neanderthal man ; while viewed from behind, the 
greater breadth appears nearer the base and the sides 
are comparatively straighter, converging slightly 
towards the top of the head. Even more remarkable 
is the facial skeleton, which appears to exceed in 
prognathism the most prognathous of Neanderthal 
skulls, giving it an ape-like appearance. The lower 
jaw is as heavy and as squarely built as in Neanderthal 
man, yet it has a decided chin. The limb bones are 
massive, but longer than those of Neanderthal man ; 
but it is evident that Palestine man walked with 
the Neanderthal slouch. In view of these facts, Sir 
Arthur Keith confirms the conclusion of the excavator 
that here we have a new race, or even a new species, 
of fossil man, for which Sir Arthur proposes the name 
Palmanthropus Palestinus. 

Tornadoes in the United States 
IN the Monthly Weather Review for last December 

there is a preliminary report on the frequency of 
tornadoes in the United States during 1931, on the 
ntunber of deaths caused by them, and on the material 
damage. This report shows that in the past year 
tornadoes were notably scarce compared with other 
recent years, and did less damage than usual ; also 
that, what is even more satisfactory, they caused less 
than half the number of deaths recorded in any of the 
previous fifteen years. Even so, the death roll, re
sulting from about ninety of these visitations, reached 
34, of which no fewer than 14 occurred last December. 
The unit in which material damage is expressed is the 
sum of a thousand dollars, and in five months the 
total damage thus expressed ran into three figures ; 
September was outstanding with 828,000 dollars' worth 
of damage caused by twelve or thirteen tornadoes. 
The figures for monthly frequency of occurrence of the 
storms show a characteristic early summer maximum, 
with a total of 32 storms in May and June, that is, of 
more than a third of the year's total. It may be noted 
that although the tornado and the commonest type of 
summer thunderstorm are probably both caused by 
local instability due to the juxtaposition of air masses 
of different temperature, of which the warmer gener
ally carries a great quantity of water vapour, they 
must be regarded as in some way essentially different 
in their modes of origin. 

The Five-Year Plan in Russia 
A SERIES of economic studies of Russian production 

under the Five-Year Plan is being published by 
the Bureau of Research of the Russian Department of 
the University of Birmingham, under the editorship 
of Prof. S. Konovalov. No.5 deals with the economic 
results for 1931, agricultural collectivisation, and oil 
production and export. The statistical presentment 
of the plan is of much interest. As regards agri
culture, it is shown that while the 1913 output of 
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