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The J oicey Collection of Lepidoptera 
RECENT remarks by a learned and very senior judge 

in the Chancery Division, who was engaged in the 
hearing of a summons concen1ing the disposal of the 
very valuable collection of Lepidoptera formed by the 
late Mr. J. J. Joicey, serve to direct attention to the 
extraordinary lack of knowledge of natural history 
matters prevalent even amongst those whom one is 
accustomed to regard as amongst the best informed. 
The judge in this case is reported to have said that 
" He had never been to the Museum since he was taken 
there as a boy, much to his discomfort, and he always 
thought there was too much to see. If the collection 
went elsewhere it might be seen to better advantage." 
'l'he mnseum concerned in the case was the N atnral 
History Museum. Should the judge even now, how
ever, care to make amends, it is safe to say that he 
will be spared the horror of having to' see' the Joicey 
collection should it eventually, as is hoped, find its 
way to South Kensington; for, as is common know
ledge amongst naturalists, it is not the policy of the 
British Museum (Natural History) to display to the 
public collections of such great scientific value as this· 
Indeed, it would be impossible to do so in this case, 
for the 250,000 specimens involved would need a whole 
gallery (which is not available) for their accommoda
tion. Surely it is time judges and others in high 
position ceased to express gratuitous opinions of the 
kind mentioned, which, in the long run, may do in
calculable harm to the parties involved and, not least, 
to the respect in which the administrators of the law 
are normally held. Fortunately, in the case of Mr. 
Joicey, the decision of the court, aLthough it was not 
what it was hoped it would he, may still not prejudice 
the ultimate gift of his collection to the nation by the 
trustees of the estate of which it at present forms part. 

Waste : in Education and Chemistry 
PROF. HENRY E. ARMSTRONG is a provocative 

speaker whose observations in public are generally as 
pungent as they arc pertinent ; as a writer he excels in 
the art of garnishing a deal of common sense with 
a deal more of trenchant criticism. As a chemical 
criminologist Prof. Armstrong has no equal ; for many 
decades he seems to have watched his fellow chemists 
and educationists stray from the obvious path of 
rectitude and fall one by one into every kind of intel
lectual disgrace. Such unrivalled experience, together 
with the habit of fearless insistence on the importance 
of the most important things, serves to equip him 
admirably to play the double part of detective inspec
tor and prison chaplain. On two occasions recently 
Prof. Armstrong has said much that was well worth 
sa:ying, and has added a good deal that, in our opinion, 
is more likely to diminish than to enhance the brilliance 
of his analysis. The first address, delivered before 
the Imperial College Chemical Society in January last, 
was entitled " Waste Chemistry ", and the second, 
delivered before the London and South-Eastern 
Counties Section of the Institute of Chemistry in 
February, was entitled "Shifting Sands". Prof. 
Armstrong detests waste---including most of the 
chemistry that is taught in schools and colleges. He 
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deplores waste of effort in the perpetual killing of the 
slain under the disguise of new jargons. There is con
siderable point in his stricture (provided it be remem· 
bered that it is one thing to kill a dragon but quite 
another to keep it dead), whether or not this waste of 
opportunity is " owing to a cultivated and obtuse 
narrowness of vision "-and he can have full marks 
for the debating point. But this is not all ; in addition 
to being wasters, we have no sense of proportion and 
no ability to work problems out to a logical end. 
Again, all this is probably true in some degree of most 
of us and in greater degree of some of us. 

STILL, the crimes alleged against the prisoner have 
not all been stated ; according to Prof. Armstrong, 
our educational system is simply dishonest,, being 
calculated to promote selfishness and to give em
ployment to a maximum number of people, all 
bent, through their inability to think, on using their 
ignorance in misleading learners. A statement of this 
kind is purely provocative, and ought not to be made 
by Prof. Armstrong or anyone else. It ignores a vast 
amotmt of unselfish and earnest educational service, 
and despises the efforts of thousands of men and 
women of at least average ability and usually possess
ing some sense of public duty and private responsi
bility. The educational army, nevertheless, will con
tinue its mareh, whether or not Prof. Armstrong is 
the only one in step. To return to the addresses, and 
to discover in them things worth recording : Prof. 
Armstrong is undoubtedly right when he warns us 
that the nations cannot much longer allow the un
controlled waste of natural resources to continue. 
Industry of every kind, he rightly says, must be con
trolled and organised with due reference to both raw 
materials and requirements, instead of being allowed 
to proceed, without thought of policy, merely as 
speculative, individual adventure. Emphasis is laid, 
too, on the relation of scientific discovery to the usc 
of labour, and the attention of scientific people and 
employers of scientific people is directed to the need 
for discovering and directing labour-using rather than 
labour-saving occupations. 

Social Selection of Human Fertility 
THE Herbert Spencer Lecture was delivered at 

Oxford by Dr. R. A. Fisher on June 8 on" The Social 
Selection of Human Fertility ". After recalling the 
consistent efforts of Spencer towards the unification 
of the natural and social sciences, Dr. Fisher spoke 
of the hypothesis of complete determinism that has 
been held, as by Laplace, in the sphere of probability. 
From the course of physical investigation it might 
be plausibly conjectured that the mathematical 
formulre, being often more accurate than the observa
tional results, must more nearly represent reality, 
and hence that any fortuitous element can be ex
cluded from physical phenomena. Researches, how
ever, into the nature of the ultimate particles of gases 
do nothing to strengthen the deterministic position. 
The only principle on which the behaviour of a 
system can be predicted is that its properties are 
the average of a large number of independent items 
of behaviour. Human societies may be large enough 
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