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Oldoway Man 
IN the coiTespondence columns of the present issue 

(p. 721) Dr. L. S. B. Leakey replies to the criticisms 
of the conclusions at which he himself and his colleagues 
have arrived as to the antiquity of the remains of 
Homo sapiens from the Oldoway beds in East Africa. 
In effect, he agrees with Messrs. Forster Cooper and 
Watson that it is unlikely that the Oldoway skeleton 
would have been found in a state of complete articula
tion and in its contracted position had it been de
posited by natural means in the situation in which it 
was found. It will be remembered that others have 
felt this a difficulty, notably a writer inL' Anthropologie, 
to whose comment we have already directed attention 
on a previous occasion (see NATURE, April23, p. 607). 
Dr. Leakey, however, now states that he personally 
is of the belief that the position of the skeleton is due 
to burial, but a burial contemporary with and not 
subsequent to the deposition of Bed No. 2, in which 
it was found, Bed No. 3 being laid down after the 
burial had taken place. The complete absence of any 
trace of intermixture of the yellow deposits of Bed 
No. 2 and of the red deposits of Bed No. 3, of which 
Dr. Leakey has assured himself by a personal inspec
tion of the actual skeleton, is conclusive. In the event 
of an ancient burial, such an admixture would be 
practically inevitable ; while of the two alternatives, 
an ancient and a modern burial, the geological 
evidence, as interpreted, appears to point beyond 
question to the former. Strong corroboration is 
afforded by the fresh evidence now adduced from the 
fossil beds of the Kavirondo Gulf, where the old 
Lake beds have yielded Dr. Leakey a fauna and a 
culture sequence similar to Oldoway, but a fragment 
of human mandible from Kanam carries back Homo 
sapiens to Pre-Chellean, a stage further removed than 
Oldoway man. 

Physical Research in the University of Melbourne 
PROF. T. H. LABY, professor of natural philosophy 

in the University of Melbourne, is building up an 
active school of research in the University. He 
has at the moment eighteen research workers, one
third of whom are full-time workers. Problems in 
X-rays, heat, and in the propagation of electromag
netic waves are being investigated. Rowland's method 
of the coincidence in different orders of spectral lines 
is being applied to the determination of X-ray wave
lengths in terms of wave-lengths in the ultra-violet 
determined by interferometer methods. A vacuum 
spectrograph with a Lyle-Merfield grating in which 
the incident rays make a glancing angle of 5° has 
been constructed. This work has been delayed by 
Prof. Laby's recent illness, but tests already made 
show that the spectrometer is a convenient one, and 
that a considerable increase in the accuracy of wave
length determinations below 2200 A., including X-ray 
wave-lengths, will be possible. Experiments on the 
reflection of X-rays are being continued. Incidental 
to them it has been found that the K-radiation of 
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carbon (:X.= 45 A.) can be excited in an X-ray tube 
without any evidence being found of the presence of 
accompanying continuous radiation. 

IN addition to the work on spectral physics, which 
alone might be considered sufficient to occupy the 
attention of a research school, Prof. Laby and 
his collaborators have tmdertaken investigations 
on thermal conductivities and the propagation of 
electromagnetic waves. In view of the uncertainty 
as to the true value of the thermal conductivities of 
air and other gases, of their variation with tempera
ture, and similarly of the thermal conductivities of 
highly purified metals and their temperature varia
tions-our knowledge of the latter seems very in
definite, although there are many theories to account 
for the supposed facts---experiments to remove some 
of these uncertainties are being carried out by Hercus, 
Kannuluik, and others. In the propagation of electro
magnetic waves, Martin and Cherry have found evi
dence that a laterally deviated wave is an important 
contributory factor to fading. Munro, Huxley, and 
Higgs, by means of cathode ray direction finders 
situated at Melbourne and Canberra, have confirmed 
that atmospherics have their origin in thunderstorms, 
no other source having been definitely found. The 
cathode ray direction finder would appear to have 
considerable value to meterology and aviation in 
Australia. 

Huxley Memorial Lecture 
MR. ALDOUS HuxLEY gave the Huxley Memorial 

Lecture at the Imperial College of Science on May 4 
and took as his subject "T. H. Huxley as a Man 
of Letters ". The lecture, which is published as a 
pamphlet by Messrs. Macmillan and Co., Ltd., price 
Is. net, was a careful, thoroughly sound, and highly 
stimulating treatment of the subject. Mr. Huxley 
based his account mainly on what his grandfather 
had said himself about his own methods and ideals 
in writing, and followed this up by analysing in detail 
several typical specimens of Huxley's writing. It was 
well worth doing, and sent one back with increased 
pleasure to the reading of other passages of that in
comparable scientific master of good English. He is 
everywhere vigorous, true, and terse, and it is useful, 
though not surprising, to learn from what Mr. Aldous 
Huxley tells us, that the excellent finished product 
was not only the result of a clear and able mind but 
also of long, determined, and painful practice. Huxley 
talked about it in some detail to several correspond
ents, telling Hooker in 1860 how he found it constantly 
more and more difficult to finish things satisfactorily 
(which meant that his standard was always becoming 
higher), and apologising to Varigny, his French trans
lator, for the condensed and idiomatic English, "which 
must present many difficulties to a translator ". 
" Sometimes ", he says, " I write an essay half a 
dozen times before I get it into the proper shape. 
But "-and here was one of the great secrets of his 
success-" the fact is that I have a great love and 
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