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            Abstract
IT is an observation of respectable antiquity that when a bar of tin is bent it emits a characteristic creaking, known as the â€˜cry of tinâ€™. According to Mellor,1 who is one of the few authorities to refer to the subject, the cry â€œis supposed to be produced by the grinding of the crystals against one another during the bending of the metalâ€�, and I have been unable to find in the literature any more definite explanation of its origin. In the course of some experiments which I have been carrying out with Prof. E. N. da C. Andrade on single crystal wires I have made observations which, I think, make possible a rather more precise attribution of the sound.
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