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(England), and the Forest Products Laboratories of 
Canada. From the point of view of Burma, it places 
that country in a position to answer inquiries on 
the subject of strengths, etc., of her more import
ant timbers, information on the subject being obtain
able from the Forest Economist, Rangoon. 

American Museum of Natural History. 
THE standing and the progress of the American 

Museum of Natural History illustrate what ca,n be 
attained by effort over a relatively limited field so 
long as public interest approves and lends its support. 
On the common ground of the great public educa
tional purposes served by the museum, the City and 
State of New York have combined in granting appro
priations for building alone of 16,000,000 dollars; and 
the increasing extent of the services rendered may 
be judged from the jump which is foreshadowed in 
annual expenditure, from the '' inadequate sum " of 
15,000,000 dollars in January 1931 to an amount of 
22,500,000 dollars in 1933, when the building pro
gramme will be completed, and the exhibition halls, 
laboratories, and lecture halls will be in full operation 
(Sixty-second Annual Report of the Trustees for the 
Year 1930). A new feature of the museum's educa
tional programme is .the development of the training 
of teachers, for whom three special courses have been 
instituted. But the school services also increase by 
leaps and bounds, so that the 23,000,000 contacts 
with school children in 1930 almost double those of 
the year before. The lantern slides loaned to public 
schools well exceeded a million, and it is interesting 
to find that the growth of the film service shows that 
for class purposes the narrow width film (16 mm.) is 
more appreciated as an aid in teaching than the 
standard (35 mm.) film, the real place of which is the 
assembly hall. 

National Museum of Canada. 
THEN ational Museum of Canada, the Annual Report 

of which for 1929 has just been published, attains a 
happy balance in its combination of field and indoor 
work. During the summer months the members of 
the staff are engaged in field work broadly distributed 
throughout Canada, a tradition doubtless derived 
from the Museum's close connexion with the Geological 
Survey. The result is of value scientifically and educa
tionally. Ethnological expeditions in many areas, 
the investigation of the mammals of British Columbia 
and of the plants of Wood Buffalo Park, add material 
to the collections and valuable experience to the 
collectors, who take the opportunity of delivering 
popular lectures in the districts they visit. In the 
Museum itself great stress is laid upon the need for 
making a reasonable contribution to the interests of 
the community, and the variety of the titles in the 
list of the two popular lecture courses, delivered during 
the winter in the auditorium, indicate one way in 
which that contribution is successfully made. Nearly 
9000 children attended the Saturday morning lectures 
and 3323 adults those on Wednesday evenings. 
Literature of Nutrition. 

THE scientific investigation of nutritional problems 
has attracted so many workers to this field that it is 
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difficult for anyone to keep in touch with advances 
made in directions other than those in which he is 
immediately engaged. We therefore welcome the 
appearance of the first two parts of vol. 1 of Nutrition 
Abstracts and Reviews. This new journal is issued 
under the auspices of the Imperial Agricultural 
Bureaux Council, the Medical Research Council, and 
the Reid Library of the Rowett Institute, Aberdeen. 
The editors are Dr. J. B. Orr, Prof. .I. J. R. Macleod, 
and Dr. Harriette Chick. The first number, a double 
one, contains 351 pages and 1334 abstracts. Reviews 
are contributed by Sir F. Gowland Hopkins on 
nutrition and human welfare, Prof. E. P. Cathcart on 
some of the difficulties in the quantitative assessment 
of human diets, and Dr. J. B. Orr on the qualitative 
aspects of nutrition, with special reference to farm 
animals. The journal will appear quarterly. Ab
stracts will be made from some 450 periodicals, and 
the reviews will be of two types, those of a general 
nature, stating a point of view, as in the present 
number, and others dealing exhaustively with the 
present state of knowledge of different aspects of 
the subject, giving a bibliography of the literature. 
A hearty welcome may be extended to the new 
journal, which will be invaluable to workers in this 
science and of great use as a work of reference. 

British Salmon Fisheries in 1930. 
THE Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Report 

on the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries for the year 
1930 brings to our notice that that year was char
acterised throughout Great Britain by the marked 
shortage of salmon from our rivers. Furthermore, 
this had followed on from a shortage that was already 
apparent in 1929. In both years it was the four-year. 
old fish which failed to come up to number, which 
indicates that for some reason the smolt crop of two 
successive seasons, in 1927 and 1928, has not returned 
from the sea. All available evidence goes to show no 
reason that would cause the smolt run from the rivers 
to the sea in those years to have been a failure, and 
one is left to conjecture that " unfavourable factors in 
the sea caused the destruction of the main body of 
smolts which descended "_ With most of our food 
fish from the sea, the abundance of future stocks is 
probably determined at a very early stage of the 
fish's life---during the first year at any rate, as shown 
by the successive predomination of one-year's stock 
from year to year in the catches. It is easy to imagine 
factors which may bring about heavy mortality when 
the fish are at a young and delicate stage, or that may 
even curtail spawning efforts ; but the salmon are 
already sturdy grown fish by the time they enter the 
sea, and, barring excessive depredation by enemies, it 
is difficult to suggest a reason for their non-return. 

Cattle Diseases in Australia. 
AFTER considerable delay, arrangements have now 

been completed by the Australian Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research for the carrying out of re
search work into cattle diseases in northern Australia. 
The Empire Marketing Board is generously meeting 
half the cost, up to a maximum of £5000 per annum; the 
Queensland Government is providing £1000 annually 
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