
© 1932 Nature Publishing Group

50 NATURE [JANUARY 9, 1932 

News and Views. 
New Year Honours. 

THE New Year Honours list contains the names of 
the following scientific workers and others associated 
with scientific work :-K.O.M.G.: Sir James King
ston Fowler, member of the Colonial Advisory Medical 
Committee. K.B.E.: Dr. F. N. K. Menzies, chief 
medical officer of the London County Council. D .B .E. : 
Miss Margaret Tuke, formerly principal of Bedford 
College for Women; Miss Edith Mary Brown, princi
pal of the Women's Hospital and Christian Medical 
College, Ludhiana, Punjab. Knights: Mr. George 
Buckston Browne, who purchased the house at Downe, 
Kent, where Charles Darwin lived, restored and en
dowed it, and gave it to the British Association in 
custody for the nation; Dr. H. H. Dale, director-in
chief of the National Institute for Medical Research, 
Hampstead; Prof. P. Geddes, emeritus professor of 
botany in the University of St. Andrews and formerly 
professor of sociology and civics, University of Bombay; 
Dr. H. S. W ellcome, founder of the W ellcome Research 
Institution and of the Wellcome Tropical Research 
Laboratories, Khartoum. O.B.: Mr. F. W. C. Dean, 
formerly superintendent of the Royal Gun and 
Carriage Factories, Royal Ordnance Factories. 
O.M.G.: Dr. E. J. Butler, director of the Imperial 
Mycological Institute. 0.1.E.: Lieut.-Col. J. Mori
son, director of the King Edward VII. Pasteur In
stitute and Medical Research Institute, Shillong, 
Assam; Dr. N. L. Sheldon, chief inspector of ex
plosives in India. O.B.E.: Dr. Harriette Chick, for 
services to the Medical Research Council in connexion 
with research on vitamins and the science of nutrition; 
Maj. T. J. Hallinan, inspector-general of health ser
vices, Ministry of the Interior, Iraq; Mr. H. H. 
Humphries, city engineer and surveyor, Birming
ham; Mr. V~ A. Lowinger, surveyor-general in the 
Straits Settlements and F ederated Malay States ; 
Mr. G. K. Menzies, secretary to the Royal Society of 
Arts; Mr. R. J. Mitchell, director and chief designer, 
Supermarine Aviation Works {Vickers), Limited, for 
services in connexion with the Schneider Trophy 
contest; Dr. H. Moore, director of metallurgical re
search, War Office; Mr. H. E. Stilgoe, chief engineer 
Metropolitan Water Board; Mr. J. M. Thomson, 
secretary for native affairs, Northern Rhodesia; Mr. 
C. Weatherill, assistant secretary and acting deputy 
secretary, Department of Agriculture for Scotland. 
O.B.E.: Capt. B. S. Cohen, staff engineer, Research 
Section, General Post Office; Mr. A. Harker, for 
services to the Committee for Research in the De
pendencies of the Falkland Islands (Discovery Com
mittee); Mr. F. A. Innes, medical officer of health, 
Gambia: Mr. R. Withycombe, director of the Elec
tricity Department, Zanzibar. M.B.E. : Mr. W. N. 
Booth, assistant mechanical engineer, Royal Ordnance 
Factories, Woolwich; Mr. C. J. Colvin, assistant 
engineer, Irrigation, Ministry of Economics and Com -
munications, Iraq; Mr. W.W. D. Dale, 6ngineering 
assistant to the Director of Dockyards, Admiralty ; 
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Mr. J. E . Lesslar, formerly senior deputy pathologist, 
Institute for Medical Research, Federated Malay 
States. 

Dr. D. H. Scott. 
DR. D . H. ScOTT has recently received a diploma 

of congratulation from the Bavarian Academy of 
Science, through its president, Prof. K. Ritter von 
Goebel, on the jubilee of his degree of Ph.D. of the 
University of Wiirzburg. The degrefl was nonferred 
on Dr. Scott on July 20, 1881. Dr. Scott is known 
chiefly for his work in palreobotany and in this field 
he has earned a world-wide reputation. He was 
elected a fellow of the Royal Society in 1894, and was 
awarded a Royal Medal in 1906 for his investigation 
and discoveries in connexion with the structure and 
relationships of fossil plants, and the Darwin Medal in 
1926 for his work on the Pteridosperms. Prof. von 
Goebel, through whom the congratulatory diploma 
was sent, was elected a foreign member of the Royal 
Society in 1926. He is well known for his studies 
in plant organography, and is an authority on the 
Bryophyta. This recent further recognition of one 
of the leading British botanists by his German 
colleagues is a graceful tribute which will be widely 
appreciated. 

Synthesis of Vitamin D. 
THE announcement appeared in NATURE of Oct. 31, 

1931, p. 758, of the preparation of 'calciferol ', a 
crystalline compound of the highest known vitamin D 
activity, by a team of workers at the National Institute 
for Medical Research, under the leadersh ip of Dr. 
Bourdillon. Calciferol is probably the pure vitamin, 
although this is not quite certain : members of this 
group of compounds, in mixtures of varying composi
tion, frequently form crystals which cannot be separ
ated into their components by simple recrystallisation 
but only by the formation of derivatives. Calciferol 
is formed from ergosterol by the action of u ltra-violet 
rays, and up to the present no other method of con
version of ergosterol into vitamin D has been success
fully used . It is now reported in the Times of Jan. 1 
that C. E. Bills and F. G. McDonald, of Evansville, 
Indiana, U.S.A., have claimed the first chemical 
synthesis of this vitamin, in a paper at the recent 
meeting of the American Association for the Advance
ment of Science. They treated ergosterol with 
methyl alcohol, ether, and ethylacetate under low 
temperature, with a rigid exclusion of oxygen, and 
obtained the vitamin, but in less pure form than by 
the irradiation of ergosterol. 

SYNTHESIS of vitamin D without the use of ultra
violet rays is of very great interest : the fact that the 
product is of only low activity indicates that it is 
impure. This work suggests a number of further 
problems for elucidation. Will the vitamin so pre
pared, when isolated in pure form, be the same as 
' calciferol ' ? A priori, this might be expected. 
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