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433 earthquakes, giving, as usual, the epoch, period, 
and amplitude of the various phases, and, with very 
few exceptions, the approximate position of tho origin. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned :-Two chief 
assistants in the department of psychological medicine 
of St. Thomas's Hospital-Tho Secretary and Clerk 
to the Governors, St. Thomas's Hospital, S.E.1 
(June 30). A labour superintendent at the ordnance 
factories of the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, with work
shop training in an engineering establishment--The 
Under-Secretary of State (C. 5), War Office, S.W.1 
(July 3). A Sir Ernest Cassel reader in commerce at 
the London School of I<;conomics-The Academic 
Registrar, University of London, S.W.7 (July 6). 
A lecturer in agriculture under the Hertfordshire 
County Council-The Clerk of the Hertfordshire 
County Council, 28 Castle Street, Hertford (July 7). 
A head of the engineering department, a lecturer in 
mechanical engineering and drawing, and a graduate 
lecturer in electrical engineering (with physics and 
mathematics a._<; subsidiary subjects) in tho engineer
ing department of the Merchant Venturers' Technical 
College, Bristol ; also a head of the building depart
ment, a lecturer in building construction and build
ing subjects, and a graduate lecturer in chemistry 
and physics (with mathematics as subsidiary subject) 
in the building department of the Merchant Venturers' 
Technical College, Bristol- The Superintendent, 
Merchant Venturers' Technical College, Bristol (July 
7). A full-time lecturer to take charge of the electrical 
engineering department of the Chesterfield Technical 
College--The Principal, Technical College, Chester
field (July 11 ). A pathOlogist at the National Hospital 

for Diseases of the Heart--The Secretary, National 
Hospital for Disea.<;es of tho Heart, W cstmorcland 
Street, W.1 (July ll). An assistant master, to teach 
mainly science subjects in the junior technical school 
and engineering departments of the Bolton Municipal 
Technical College--The Director of Education, Educa
tion Offices, Nelson Square, Bolton (July 11). A 
lecturer in chemistry at the Technical College, Sunder
land-The Chief Education Officer, 15 John Street, 
Sunderland (July 11). An assistant lecturerin physics 
in tho University College of Wales, Aberystwyth-The 
Secretary, "C"niversity College of Wales, Aberystwyth 
(July 11). A lecturer in philosophy at Jesus College, 
Oxford-Tho Principal, Jesus College, Oxford (July 
11). A lecturer in physics at the Northampton 
Polytechnic Institute--Tho Principal, Northampton 
Polytechnic Institute, St. John Street, E.C.1 (July 13). 
An assistant lecturer in physics at "Gniversity College, 
London-The Secretary, l:niversity College, Gower 
Street, W.C.1 (July 13). An assistant lecturer in chem
istry in the University of Sheffield-The Registrar, 
University, Sheffield (July 13). A demonstrator in 
civil engineering and surveying at the City and Guilds 
(Engineering) College--The Secretary to the Delegacy, 
City and Guilds (Engineering) College, Exhibition 
Road, S.W.7 (July 15): A woman professor of mathe
matics at the Huguenot Cniversity College, Welling
ton, South Africa-The Secretary, Office of the High 
Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 73 Strand, 
W.C.2 (July 31). A Savilian professor of astronomy 
in the University of Oxford-The Registrar, Old 
Clarendon Buildings, Oxford (Oct. 10). A director of 
research of the British Launderers' Research Associa
tion-The Secretary, British Launderers' Research 
Association, 17 Lancaster Gate, W.2. 

Our Astronomical Column. 
Tempel's Comet x866 I.-This is the comet associated 

with the November meteors; it has a period of about 
33 years, but was not recovered at its return in 1899. 
In the hope of facilitating its recovery at the forth
coming return, the computing section of the British 
Astronomical Association undertook the computation 
of the perturbations from 1366 (when a comet, be
lieved to be the same, was observed) to 1866 and on
ward to 1933 ; the results are published in the April 
number of the Journal of the Association, and were 
supplemented by a further statement at the meeting 
on May 27. The deduced orbit for the next return 
is found to be nearer the earth's orbit by half a million 
miles than it was in 1899, which gives hopes of a better 
display of meteors. The most hopeful dates for 
meteors are 1932 Nov. 16·5 and 1933 Dec. 16·8, but 
search should also be made on 1931 Nov. 17 ·3. 

The first rough date announced for the comet's peri
helion passage was 1933 May 4; but revision of the 
work has made this some three months earlier, or the 
end of January; in 1866 perihelion was on Jan. 11, 
so if the date is only slightly later than this, there will 
be good hope of observing the comet. There is still 
uncertainty of a month or more either way in the pre
dicted date, but before the investigation the uncer
tainty was quite two years, so that it has been notably 
reduced. Tho recovery of the comet is highly desir
able ; it would make possible the accurate study of 
its motion in the past, and would verify, or otherwise, 
the conjecture of Le Verrier that the comet and 
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meteors owed their introduction into their present 
orbit to the action of Uranus in A.D. 126. Some text
books refer to this conjecture as an established fact, 
but it is not so ; however, the near approach of the 
comet's orbit to that of Uranus makes it likely that 
there was a close appulse of the two bodies at some 
epoch. 

The Distance of the Galactic Centre.-Astr. Jour., 
No. 957, contains articles by P. van de Kamp on the 
distance of the galactic centre and the thickness of 
the galactic absorbing layer. He notes that the 
existence of this layer, first announced by Trumpler, 
has been further confirmed by Schalen, Ohman, Miss 
Slocwn, and himself. Hubble's work on the spiral 
nobulro gives further support, as he finds an irregular 
zone of avoidance of such nebulro along the Milky 
Way, while their distribution elsewhere is fairly uni
form. The thickness of the layer is given as 210 
parsecs, with a probable error of. 40. 

The distance of the centre of the galaxy is found 
from (1) the centre of the system of globular clusters, 
(2) from a study of cluster-type variables in a Milky 
Way field, (3) from the constants of galactic rotation. 
The extreme values of the distance of the centre in 
parsecs are 16,700 and 7000. He suggests 12,000 as a 
moan (say 40,000 light-years). This implies an absorp
tion intermediate between Trumplcr's value and that 
of Bottlinger and Schneller ; it would bo somewhat 
over a magnitude at 1000 parsecs. 
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