
© 1931 Nature Publishing Group

,JUNE 13, 1931] NATURE 901 

News and Views. 
DR. C. DAVISON, author of "A History of British 

Earthquakes " and other important works on seismo
logy, writes : " With the reports of the first day 
only before us, it is difficult to give a satisfactory 
account of the greatest earthquake that is known to 
have disturbed Great Britain, on J1me 7. It is clear 
from them, however, that the earthquake was not of 
British origin, and it is fortunate indeed that the 
epicentre of so strong a shock lay far out in the 
North Sea. For the exact position of the centre or 
of the region from which the first vibrations proceeded, 
we must rely almost entirely on seismographic evi
dence. Some slight damage, such as the fracture or 
overthrow of a few chimney-stacks, occurred at several 
places in the east of Yorkshire, such as Filey, Bridling
ton, Beverley, and Hull ; at a few in the north of 
Norfolk, such as Wighton (near Wells), Cromer, and 
Sheringham. With materials so scanty, it is impossible 
to fix the epicentre with precision, but it may lie 
about lat. 54° N., long. 2} 0 E., or about ll5 miles 
east of Hornsea in Lincolnshire." 

' ' THE area over which the shock was felt includes 
quite half of Scotland from Elgin on the north, the 
Isle of Man, the whole of Wales with the exception 
perhaps of Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire, and 
all England but Cornwall, Devon, and part of Somer
set. In France it was observed at Cherbourg, near 
Lille, and at Calais and Dunkirk ; in Belgium, at 
Brussels and Ostend ; in Holland, at the Hague, 
Haarlem, and Amsterdam ; and in the south of 
Norway. Thus, the disturbed area can scarcely have 
been less than 760 miles long from north to south 
and 480 miles wide, or have contained less than 
280,000 sq. miles, that is, more than twice as much 
as that of any known British earthquake." 

IT was a happy thought that the rectorial address 
of Sir Arthur Keith to the students of Aberdeen, 
delivered on June 6, should havo been associated with 
the celebrations connected with the 500th anniversary 
of the birth of Bishop Elphinstone, the founder of 
the Cniversity. Sir Arthur took as the subject of his 
discourse " The Place of Prejudice in Modern Civilisa
tion". He illustrated the significance of the opposing 
and yet overlapping mental characteristics generally 
spoken of as ' mind ' and ' heart ', the latter resident 
in the basal centres of the brain ; the appetites and 
desires, the zest for life, unreasoned likes and dis
likes-in a word, our prejudices. prejudices, 
local and national, are traceable to the prehistoric 
world, where the tribal sense was Nature's way of 
ensuring an isolation in which new t,raits could be 
developed. They are an integral part of human 
nature : the strength of nations which have not per
mitted the heart to overrule the head. To ignore 
these prejudices is impossible, to root them out is 
to sacrifice a natural birthright. So the universal 
brotherhood of man is seen to be as impossible of 
attainment, and even as undesirable, as the Determin
ism which, given a free hand, would make Europe 
again a vast conglomeration of warring tribal states. 
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Both reason and prejudice must be allowed a place 
in national policy ; but the place of prejudice in 
modern civilisation should be that of servant, not of 
master. 

DR. WHIPPLE, of Kew Observatory, was among 
those Londoners who saw a great arc of light in the 
north-eastern sky late on the evening of June 4, 
and he has kindly furnished some notes on the 
phenomenon as seen from Chiswick. The curvature 
of the arc was very slight, but was unmistakable 
when it was viewed against a straight edge. Its 
general appearance was like that of a rainbow, but 
without the colours of tho ordinary rainbow. Had 
the sun or moon been present in the sky, the pheno
menon would at first have been regarded as one of the 
many forms of solar or lunar halo, but its movement 
during the time that Dr. Whipple observed it was 
sufficient to show that this was no halo. At 10.30 P.M. 
(21 h. 30m. G.M.T.) it reached above the star Vega, 
but by 10.43 P.M. was 11° below that star at its 
highest point. At 10.56 P.lll. it passed through 
alpha Cygni; at 11.4 P.M., just before low clouds 
hid it from view, 9° lower. The breadth of the arc 
was about 2°, that is to say, about four times the 
diameter of the sun or moon. 

AccoRDING to information published in the Daily 
Weather Report of the Meteorological Office, Air 
Ministry, there was some cirrus cloud earlier in the 
evening moving from about south-west. Measure
ments of upper air temperature made at South 
Farnborough showed that conditions aloft were 
warmer than is normally the case even two months 
later, when the troposphere is generally at its warmest. 
This warmth might have been expected, from the 
fact that a deep depression had been nearly stationary 
to the south-west of Ireland for several days, causing 
northward movement of tropical air in front of it. 
The progressive retreat of the arc towards the north
east horizon is consistent with the idea that the 
arc may have been some abnormal development of 
the cirrus clouds which wore drifting in that direction. 
Such a cloud might mark the boundary of air currents 
of different origin, probably, in the circumstances, 
both drawn from lower latitudes. If anyone is able 
to furnish an account of observations similar to those 
made by Dr. Whipple, but at some distance from 
London, it might be possible to determine the height 
of the arc, which would probably be from four to 
six miles, if it was formed of cirrus cloud. 

PRESIDENT KARL T. CoMPTON of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology has been awarded the Rum
ford Medal of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. The award is made in recognition of Dr. 
Compton's contributions in the field of thermionics, 
the study of electron emission from hot filaments and 
cathodes, and in spectroscopies, the study of matter 
by means of light waves. Formal presentation of the 
medal will be made at the meeting of the Academy 
next autumn. Dr. Compton is the thirty-sixth 
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recipient of the Rumford Medal; his brother, Dr. 
Arthur H. Compton, was awarded the medal in 1927. 
The Rumford Ftmd of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences was established in 1796 by Benjamin 
Thompson, the great physicist, who was a native of 
Massachusetts, and later became Count Rumford of 
Bavaria. He was the founder of the Royal Institution. 
The Rumford Medal is awarded to authors of the most 
important discoveries or useful improvements in light 
and heat, in any part of North America or in the 
American islands. 

IT is with pleasure that we offer our congratulati<ms 
to Sir Oliver Lodge, who attained his eightieth birth
day on June 12. In doing so, we identify ourselves 
with the good wishes of the whole scientific world, 
since, during the last sixty years, Sir Oliver has not 
only built up for himself an international reputation 
for original conceptions and research in physical science 
but also as a brilliant expositor of scientific facts and 
principles. His work has been recognised in a number 
of honours which have been conferred upon him by 
universities and other learned bodies. In 1898, he was 
awarded the Rumford Medal of the Royal Society, in 
recognition of his researches on radiation and on the 
relations between matter and ether. The discovery of 
electro-magnetic radiation by Hertz was contempor
aneous with the work carried out by Sir Oliver Lodge 
on the surging or oscillatory character of the trans
mission of electric discharges along wires. He did 
much to make known in Great Britain the brilliant 
achievement of Hertz, and added much to our know
ledge of the subject by his own investigations. 

FoLLOWING this epoch-makingwork, Sir Oliver Lodge 
engaged himself with an investigation of the pheno
mena presented by Rontgen rays and the circumstances 
under which these rays are produced. With these 
fundamental observations, he has carried on, for several 
decades, his contributions to our knowledge of radia
tions in ether, and also made suggestive speculations as 
to the properties of the ether itself. The work of Sir 
Oliver on radiation, matter, and ether and its correla
tion with the works of such well-known contemporary 
workers as Hertz, Michelson, and Morley is too familiar 
to call for any emphasis at present. His researches 
into psychical phenomena began at a slightly more 
recent date. The spiritual world which Sir Oliver con
siders to interact with the material, yet is not of it, 
has claimed his attention for a considerable time. His 
stimulating address before the British Association in 
the Manchester College Chapel at Oxford in 1926 em
phasised the necessity for a more scientific examina
tion of these ' phantom walls ' between the two worlds. 
His exposition of his own views on efforts to find a 
place for life and mind beyond the world of physics, his 
fair discussions of the views of others, and his attractive 
methods for presenting his material, both in writing 
and in speech, have succeeded in giving him an 
exclusive place in the scientific world. 

THE Royal Research Ship Discovery II. reached Lon
don on June 5, after a commission in the South Atlan
tic and Antarctic which lasted about eighteen months. 
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The scientific work accomplished includes extensive 
observations on the biological and hydrological con
ditions in the southern whaling areas and generally in 
the South Atlantic. Jn each of the two seasons spent 
in the south, an intensive survey has boon made of 
the South Georgia grounds, with other observations 
covering the whole of the Dependencies of the Falk
land Islands, and tho value of the results has been 
enhanced by the fact that these two seasons have 
differed very widely in respect of ice conditions. 
Sectional lines providing very full . dat,a on both 
plankton and hydrology have been run between the 
Cape of Good Hope and the ice-edge, and from the 
South Sandwich Islands to lat. 15° N. ; while the ice
edge, a favourite resort of the whalers, has been 
examined almost continuously from Bouvet Island 
in tho east to lat. 101° W., a distance of about 2600 
miles. The Discovery 11. has also carried out coastal 
surveys of the South Sandwich Islands, Bouvet Islands, 
and parts of the South Shetland Islands and South 
Georgia. Good results have been obtained with the 
Admiralty pattern of echo-sounding apparatus, with 
which many thousands of deep-water soundings have 
been taken. The work is controlled by the Discovery 
Committee, appointed by the Secretary of State for 
tho Colonies. It has been carried out under the 
direction of Dr. S. Kemp, with Comm. W. M. Carey, 
R.N. (retd.), in executive command. 

BY television is meant the transmission to a distant 
station by electrical means of moving scenes, whioh 
are viewed at the station practically simultaneously 
with their original occurrence. Although it has been 
talked about for nearly fifty years, it is only six years 
ago since Mr. J. L. Baird proved that it was practical. 
Since then rapid progress has been made notwithstand
ing the great difficulties that had to be overcome. 
Quite recently, screens have been shown in the theatre, 
and the audience has seen and heard people at a great 
distance away addressing them. From the commercial 
point of view a great step will be made in advance if 
people can see sporting events---races, football, cricket 
and tennis matches, ceremonial processions, etc.-on 
the apparatus in their own rooms and hear also an 
expert announcer describing them. We learn from 
the 'l'imes of June 4 that the Baird Television Com
pany, in co-operation with the B.B.C., broadcast a 
television transmission of scenes from the Derby. It 
included the parade of horses before the start and 
the scene at the winning-post during the race. This is 
the first attempt in Great Britain or any other country 
to secure a television transmission of a topical event 
held in the open air, where artifieiallighting is impos
sible. The engineers considered that the transmission 
was a success, and, more important still, they con
sidered that it was quite possible that tho outstanding 
interference difficulty with other transmissions could 
be overcome. As the art of has had to over
come many difficulties, including the apathy of elec
tricians, we are glad that real progress is at last being 
made. 

JA:MES CLERK MAXWI'JLL was born on June 13, 1813. 
The celebrations of his centenary are to be held in 
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Cambridge on Oct. 1 and 2 of this year, following the 
Faraday celebration and the centenary meeting of the 
British Association in London. Delegates have now 
been nominated by the principal academies of the 
world and by the home universities ; it is expected 
that about, one hundred and fifty delegates will be 
present. The celebrations will open with a ceremony 
in the Senate House, when the delegates will be wel
comed and a memorial lecture delivered by the 
Master of Trinity. Receptions will be given later at 
Peterhouse and St. John's College. On Oct. 2 ad
dresses will be given by Prof. M. Planck, Sir Joseph 
Larmor, and Prof. P. Langevin. There will be a 
luncheon in Corpus Christi College, and, in the after
noon, addresses by Sir James Jeans and by contem
poraries of Maxwell and a display of Maxwell ap
paratus and manuscripts in the Cavendish Laboratory. 
The celebrations will conclude with a banquet in 
Trinity College. Hospitality for delegates and guests 
of the "Gniversity is being. provided by the Colleges. 
The University Press will publish a Maxwell Com
memoration Volume, containing the addresses given 
at the celebration, with a contribution from Prof. 
Einstein. The Dean and Chapter of W cstminster 
Abbey have given permission for a memorial tablet 
to Maxwell to be placed in the Abbey. It is hoped 
that a tablet to Faraday will be placed at the same 
time, and that the two will lie together by Newton's 
tomb. 

THE issue by the British Association of a catalogue 
of the objects in the Memorial Rooms of Down House, 
Darwin's home at Famborough, where he lived and 
worked for almost forty years, will be widely appreci
ated in view of the approaching centenary meeting 
of the Association in London. Doubtless many of 
those who attend the meeting, especially from over
seas, will be glad to avail themselves of the oppor
tunity to visit this interesting and impressive memorial 
of " one of the greatest men of all time ". Mr. Buxton 
Browne, the curator and generous donor of Down 
House to the British Association, " to be held in 
custody for the nation ", has restored the Memorial 
Rooms as nearly as possible to the state in which 
they were when Darwin lived there. Much of the 
furniture is original, and, thanks to the generous 
assistance of members of the Darwin family and 
admirers of Darwin, the pictures and other objects 
and the articles which Darwin had in daily use are 
here in what was formerly their accustomed place. 
Among the latest acquisitions are selections from the 
letters (in facsimile) from Darwin tol<'ritz Muller, the 
German naturalist, who was Darwin's correspondent 
in Brazil between 1865 and 1882. These letters were 
acquired in 1929 by Prof. H. Fairfield Osborn, of the 
American Museum of Natural History, New York. 
Prof. A. C. Seward, professor of botany in the Univer
sity of Cambridge, has r.ecently expressed his intention 
of placing on loan at Down Hou.'lc the major part of 
the Darwin Library, which was bequeathed by Sir 
Francis Darwin to the professor of botany in the 
University for the time being. The catalogue, which 
has been prepared by Mr. Buxton Browne and the 
secretary of the British Association, gives brief 
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historical and descriptive notes on the house and 
grounds, and is illustrated. Its price is sixpence. 

THJ<; subject for the Friday evening discourse at 
the Royal Institution on June 5, by Prof. E. W. 
MacBride, was " Habit--the Driving Force in 
Evolution". Prof. MacBride stated that evolution 
means the gradual growth of one species of animal 
into another. All the available evidence shows that 
it has been an exceedingly slow process ; and our 
knowledge of its actual course must be based on 
indirect evidence, for the amount of evolution 
observable during the span of a human lifo is in
finitesimal. There arc only three reliable guides to 
evolution, namely: (a) the relation to one another of 
local races within the species; (b) so-called lineage 
series of foBRils where change in the same animal is 
observed as we ascend through a series of beds in 
the same locality; (c) the life histories of individuals. 
All three classes of evidence when analysed yield the 
same result, that the individual steps in evolution 
are correlated with and caused by changes of habit: 
the life history of the individual in its original form 
is seen to consist of superposed memories of a series 
of different habits. That animals forced to live under 
different conditions and to accept different food from 
that to which they are accustomed acquire new habits 
and that these habits once formed are in some measure 
passed on to their descendants, has been proved by 
the experiments of Duckham on the white butterfly, 
by those of Heslop Harrison on the gall fly, and by 
those of Nuttall on the louse. When by constant 
repetition a habit becomes deeply engrained in the 
hereditary constitution, the structure becomes per
manently modified, because all structure is due to 
growth and habit affects growth. It is suggested 
that as new habits imply the reaction not of a single 
organ but of the animal as a whole to a new situation, 
this reaction causes the deposit of some substance in 
all the nuclei of the body, including the nuclei of the 
germ-cells. When the germ-cell nuclei become active 
from the new animal, this deposit is emitted at the 
proper period of development and affects growth 
and, through growth, structuro. 

IN connexion with the International Colonial 
Exhibition which is being held this year in Paris and 
was recently opened by the President of the Republic, 
a Congres International du Bois et de la Sylviculture 
is to be held on July 1-5. During this period there 
will be a day's excursion to Havre, and various 
receptions and, so forth. On July 6, a seven days' 
excursion will be begun, to visit some of the finest 
alpine forests in Savoie, Dauphine, and Provence. 
The work in Paris will be undertaken in morning and 
aftemoon sessions of the several groups into which 
the Congress will be divided. The aim of the Congress 
is to collect together all those who are in any way, 
either as owners, forest workers (State forest officers 
and others similarly employed), or commercial in
dividuals, interested in the management of forests 
or in utilising forest produce ; at one or other of the 
sections it will be possible to study economic, technical, 
industrial, and commercial questions which affect 
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forest management ; as also international conventions 
which may assist in the better distribution of forest 
produce, in st,andardisation, and so forth. The Con
gress will consist of French and foreign merr'ibers 
and associate members. Members may submit papers 
to be read and diseussed at the Congress. The French 
language will be the only one used at the sessions, and 
rPportH will be published in that only. The 
Congress is or.'(aniscd by tho Touring-Club de France, 
under the auspices of the Directors-General of Forests 
and Technical :I<;ducation, l'Institut des Recherches 
Agronomiqucs, le Comite national des Bois Coloniaux, 
and the Timber Group of la Confederation Generale 
do la Production Fraw;aiso. All communications on 

subject of the Congress should be addressed to 
Conservateur des Eaux et Forets, Secrctairc General 
du Comite Executif, Touring-Club de France, 65 
Avenue de la Grandc-Armee, Paris (16'). 

A from the U.S. Bureau of 
Standards, whieh appeared in the Journfll of the 
Franklin Institute for May, on the liquefaction of 
helium, is of general interest. On April 3, helium was 
liquefied in the Bureau's laboratory at a temperature 
of -- 271·2° C., and this temperature was maintained 
for two hours. It is only 1·9° C. above the absolute 
zero. It will be recalled that the late Prof. H. Kamer
lingh after liquefying helium, reached a temperature 
of 0·9" A. (N"ATURE, :Mar. 6, 1926, p. 350). Helium 
has been liquefied previously in the Universities of 
Leyden, Toronto, and Berlin. It has also been lique
fied at the Reichsanstalt. The temperature of liquid 
helium at atmospheric pros..':lure is - 269° C., but it 
was cooled further by reducing the prpssure of the 
helium vapours over the boiling liquid by means of 
a vacuum pump. The liquefier used is very similar 
to that designed by Dr. 1\I. Ruhemann, of Berlin. 
The helium is first purified and placed in a metal con
tainer and surrmmded with liquid air at - 190° C. 
The helium, after being cooled by liquid hydrogen 
to - 253° C., expands through a valve from a high 
pressure to a low pressure. The amount of refrigera
tion is so small that the success of the apparatus de
pends on obtaining almost perfect thermal insulation. 
The vapour pressure of the helium was determined, 
and hence its temperature was computed by a formula. 
As further evidence, lead and tin electrical resistances 
were placed in the helium. When the helium was 
liquid, both the metals lost their resistivity and became 
supra-conducting. It is interesting to remember 
that although tin, lead, mercury, and a number of 
other metallic elements and alloys become perfect 
conductors at these low temperatures, metals like 
gold, eilver, and copper, which at ordinary tempera
tures are the best conductors, do not become supra
conducting. :Many of the metals which at ordinary 
temperatures are poor conductors of electricity, at 
liquid helium temperatures become almost infinitely 
better conductors than gold, silver, and copper. 

THE liberation of eighty-eight specimens of the 
Mandarin duck (Aex galericulata) on various London 
waters last year is worthy of note, as the bird is not 
only one of the most remarkable of wild-fowl, but one 
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of what may be called the world's most sensational 
birds ; and tho specimens in question were only wing
clipped, not pinioned, so that they have long ago, 
having moulted, regained the power of flight. It is 
only in the ease of wild-fowl thus treated that the life
history of such birds can be really studied, for they 
are so much persecuted everywhere that on park 
waters alone can they be readily observed in most 
cases, while pinioned birds mu,;t, always be inferior 
in some rospeet to intaet specimens. That they are 
often eonstitutionally ir.npaired is shown by the faet 
that the :Mandarin drake often fails to grow the char
acteristic and unique fan-feather in the mutilated 
wing ; while, as the species perches freely and nests 
in holes in trees, it cannot carry out its natural 
activities when deprived of flight. Full-winged birds 
have been living and breeding for years past on 
several private estates, and the species is probably 
now established as a British bird, although seldom 
noticed ; its semi-nocturnal habits, and tho fact that 
the showy male exhibits none of its decorations when 
in flight, would cause it readily to be overlooked--
even pinioned birds in an enclosure cannot always be 
seen when looked for, if there be any cover available. 
Gp to Christmas of last year, a sufficient number had 
been seen to account for about half the total liberated ; 
all had been ringed, and at least one has boon reported 
this year as shot in Hungary, but most will no doubt 
settle down and breed in England somewhere or other. 

THE Zoological Gardens at Regent's Parkarejustnow 
rich in ancestral and unique types of animal life. Of 
particular interest is the exhibit,ion of all the genera 
of dipnoan fishes, Lepidosiren, Protopterus, and N eo
ceratodus, and of the two aglossal anm'an amphibians, 
Dactylethra and Pipa. Among tho mammals are 
to be noted especially the Anoa or pigmy antelope
buffalo of Celebes, which looks much more like a large 
bush-buck than an ox, but, curiously enough, exhales 
in its breath the characteristic sweet odour of cattle. 
This interesting species bred last year, and the calf is 
still to be seen ; the pigmy hippopotamus has also 
bred recently. The new bird-house holds a particu
larly fine series of the family of barbets, little-known 
birds which so perfectly connect woodpeckers and 
toucans that they arc no doubt ancestral to both. Of 
nearly a dozen species on view, the Asiatic Megalcema 
virens and its subspecies rnarshallorurn strikingly recall 
in size of body and beak the smallest-billed toucaN, 
8elenidera maculirostris ; Ghot01"hea rnystacophanes, 
also Oriental, has a bill very like a woodpecker's, 
while the Abyssinian Trachyphonus rnargar·itatus is 
so exceedingly unspecialised that it looks more like 
a small jay than anything else, and might well repre
sent the ancestor of the triple woodpecker-barbet
toucan alliance. Even more interesting is the 
Australian semi palma ted goose A nseranas, which 
would have been better named Anseribis, for its feet, 
bare above the heel-joint, scarcely half-webbed, and 
provided with a long low-placed hind too, are those 
of an ibis, not of a goose ; moreover, its plumage is 
not waterproof, it does not moult all its quills at once 
like other A natidce, and, as the specimens in theW aders' 
Aviary in the Gardens show, is more ready to wade 



© 1931 Nature Publishing Group

JUNE 13, 1931] NATURE 905 

than to swim. It forms a most interesting contrast 
with the-very specialised terrestrial goose Oereopsis, 
also Australian, and to be seen cloRe by, along with 
our familiar grey-lag. 

OUR notice regarding the law relating to treasure
trove (NATURE, April 25, p. 647) has led a Scottish 
correspondent to point out that treasure found in 
Scotland must be offered, not to the British :Museum, 
but through the agency of the King's and Lord 
Treasurer's Remembrancer to the National Museum 
of Antiquities in Edinburgh. Tha.t is, indeed, so. 
Our main object, however, in publishing the notice, 
was to keep the proper balance between finders, who 
are often scientific excavators, and the museums. So 
far as we know, the law defining treasure-trove is the 
same for Scotland as for England: that is to say, 
treasure-trove can consist only of objects of gold or 
silver ; so that any attempt on the part of museum 
authorities to compel, by threat, the ceding of other 
sorts of objects, on the pretence that they are treasure
trove, would appear to be ql)ite unjustifiable. 

ON more than one occasion we have commented 
upon the possibility of damage to agriculture which 
may be caused by the escape and spread of imported 
musk-rats in Great Britain. We note with interest, 
therefore, that the Ministry of Agriculture and Fish
eries has issued a notice requesting that any persons 
now keeping and breeding musk-rats in England and 
Wales-whether for stock or pelts-would communi
cate at once with the Secretary, Ministry of Agri
culture and Fisheries, 10 Whitehall Place, London, 
S.W.l, stating the number of musk-rats..kept. Since 
the chief interest of the Ministry must be the protec
tion of the farmer, it may seem a little disingenuous 
to request from the musk-rat breeders the evidence 
which may be used against them, under the plea that 
the Ministry is " anxious to obtain as full information 
as possible on the extent to which the musk-rat (or 
musquash) farming industry is established in England 
and Wales ". 

THE Association of British Zoologists discussed at 
its general meeting the question of the payment of 
fees to zoologists for expert advice. It is well known, 
as Prof. E. B. Poulton says in a letter to us on behalf 
of the Council of the Association, that a somewhat 
unscrupulous public takes for granted the good nature 
[and affluence!] of zoologists in requesting their pro
fessional help without offering payment in return. 
Whether it be a matter of the identification of a species 
or the delivering of a popular lecture, both demand 
the expenditure of time and energy, which the expert 
could have devoted profitably to his own purposes. 
The Council's proposal is that, in the interests of their 
sci"Cnce, zoologists should demand fees for the work 
of identifying specimens and giving lectures. They 
say that such a demand would enhance the respect 
felt for the science, just as medical advice tends to 
be valued according to the size of the fee. We are 
not quit.e sure of this ; there is a great difference 
between the urge of the man going to the best 
physician to have his own health established, and t.hat 
of the man inquiring about an unknown insect. In
sistence upon fees, at least in trivial cases, such as 
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the annually reiterated identification of S irex gigas, 
would simply drive the sender to drop the subject, 
and a promising helper might thus be lost. In the 
case of technical advice accompanied by identifica
tions and in the case of lectures to outside bodies, 
fees might well be insisted upon. Since the difficulty 
largely arises from the unwillingness of zoologists to 
be looked upon as mercenary, the Association would 
be making things easier for individuals if it were to 
print slips bearing a standard rate or rates of fees for 
advice and lectures, an impersonal hint which might 
be included with replies to importuners. 

SuGGESTIONS have recently been put forward that, 
so far as ean· be seen from photographs of the airship 
RlOl wreckage, certain of the lower members were 
crumpled as if by a compressive load, and that the 
cause of this was excessive bending due to the tail load 
arising from the maximum up position of the elevator. 
From this it is inferred that elevators at the bows 
would be preferable. This comment is unjustified, in 
that the findings of the Court were that the methods 
of stressing the structure were fundamentally correct, 
and that their application to this particular design had 
been amply confirmed by tests upon experimental 
sections, built especially for test purposes. It is im
possible to conceive that the possibility of having to 
use the maximum control moment had not been fore
seen by the designers, and also the independent air
worthiness panel. Conditions producing compression 
in the lower members might easily have arisen at the 
instant of striking the ground at a shallow downward 
angle. The forward movement of the nose would be 
arrested while the momentum would carry the tail 
end onwards. The principal objection to placing the 
elevators in the bows is that the disturbance of the 
air flow along the body would increase the resistance 
and interfere with the stability. The effects of either 
of these might easily be so great as to make the ship a 
practicable impossibility. 

REFERENCE was made in NATURE of :May 9, p. 717, 
to the issue of the Power and l!'uel Bulletin by the 
British National Committee of the World Power 
Conference. Further issues of the Bulletin have since 
been received, and the publication of these abstracts 
directs attention to an important question, namely, 
the rationalisation of abstracting. Too many organisa
tions are engaged in the abst.racting of narrow fields 
of scientific and technical literature. The constituent 
bodies responsible for this Bulletin in pooling resources 
have set an example which should receive considera
tion by others. Whether the present production will 
satisfy everyone is, however, open to question. The 
documentation by nations has certain advantages, 
but in this Bulletin it leads to the inclusion of material 
published in trade papers as scarcely veiled advertis
ing matter. This applies particularly to engineering 
plant, and the mere mention of such papers is doubt
less sufficient. The Bulletin is mainly concerned with 
engineering literature, and those responsible seem at 
times to deal with original research in the same 
manner. Divergent views may be held as to what 
constitutes an abstract. Should it be merely a table 
of contents, or should it be an att-empt to give an idea 
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as to what the author claims to havo done clearly and 
briefly, stripped of every superfluous word ? In this 
Bulletin tho first view seems to find favour, with 
results not always satisfactory. 

lT is announced in 8cie.nce that Sir .James Jeans 
has been given the honorary degree of doctor of laws 
by tho Johns Hopkins l:nivArsity, Baltimore. 

Albert :Medal of the Royal Society of Arts for 
1931 has been awarded by the Council to H.R.H. the 
Duke of Connaught, K.G., "in grateful appreciation 
of his .Prc:;idmwy of the Socioty since Hlll ". 

PROF. H. LEDESGUE, professor of mathematics at 
tho College de France, and Prof. A. F. Molengraaf, 
professor of geology at Delft, have been elected associ
ates of the Academic Royale des Sciences, des Lettres 
et des Beaux-Arts de Belgique. 

lN April last, Mr. C. W. A. Scott set up a new record 
for the journey by air from England to Australia. 
1 t will be remembered that he took just over nine 
days for the flight (NATURE, April 18, p. 604), thus 
beating Air Commodore Kingsford Smith's time by 
nearly a day. He has now flown from Australia to 
England in eleven days, again beating a record set 
up by Air Commodore Kingsford Smith. Mr. Scott 
start.cd from Wyndham, in the Xorthern Territories, 
early on May 26, and arrived at Lympne aerodrome 
on tho evening of June 5, his time being given as 
ten days twenty-three hours for the journey. The 
last stage of the flight was from Brindisi to England, 
which he accomplished without a stop in very stormy 
conditions. The machine he used was a small Gipsy 
Moth placed at his disposal by Lord Wakefield; it is 
an older pattern than the machine he. used on his 
outward flight. 

Two interesting and successful receptions were held 
at the Xational Institute of Industrial Psychology on 
June 1 and 2. Guests were received by the president, 
Lord D'Abernon, Mr. H. J. Welch, Lady Ruth Balfour, 
Dr. and Dr. Miles, and on each occasion about 
350 guests witnessed a series of fourteen brief demon
strations, as well as films, illustrating the applications 
of psychology which have been made in different 
industries, and the methods by which psychologists 
are giving aid in tho selection of workers. The broad 
appeal which this very yotmg applied science makes 
is evidenced by the distinction and variety of the 
guests. Those responsible are to bo congratulat.cd, 
not only on drawing such large numbers, but also on 
the skill with which the guests were both instruct.cd 
and int.crcsted for nearly two and a half hours. Tho 
demonstrations included : methods and results of 
industrial investigations, assembly operations, mea
surement of ventilation and lighting conditions, 
influence of rhythm on motor activity, a test for 
motor-driving, selection tests, tests of perseveration, 
colour discrimination, movement study, vocational 
guidance, and psychogalvanic reflex. These demonstra. 
tions well illustrated the very practical work which 
is being carried on by the Institut.c, both in industry 
and for private individuals, under the supervision of 
the director, Dr. Miles, and the researches conducted 
under the direction of tho principal, Dr. Myers. 
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A VOLCME of "Sydney Gnivcrsiiy Reprints" 
(Medical Sciences, non-dinil:al) ha..-; recently been 
issued (series 9, vol. 2, Xos. 13-38, 1930). It includes 
two papers by W. Bishop on tho occurrence of lead 
in the egg of the domestic hen, papers on micro· 
methods of chemical analysis and estimation of 
chlorides in tissue by W. R. Mankin, and a titration 
method for the determination of potnssiwn in urine 
by A. Bolliger and K M. Day, all of which should 
provo of service in the clinical pathological labora
tory. 

ArrLICA'l'TOxs are invited for tho following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned :-A research 
student at the Institute of Pathology ancl Research, St. 
Mary's Hospital-The Secretary, Institute of Patho· 
logy and Research, St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington, 
W.2 (June 16). A lecturer in agricultural botany at 
the Royal Agricultural College, Cironoostor-The Prin
cipal, Royal Agricultural College, Cirenoestor (June 17 ). 
An assistant lecturer in geography at the University 
College of the South-West of England-The Registrar, 
University College, Exeter (Juno 18). Three pro
bationary forest oflicers under the Forestry Com
mission--The Secretary, Forestry Commission, 9 
Savile Row, W.l (June 18). A civil or mechanical 
engineer under the Safety in Mines Research Board, 
in connoxion with tho development of research into 
haulage problems in mines-The Under-Secretary 
for J:<jstablishment Branch, Minos Department, 
Dean Stanley Street, S.W.l (June 20). An assistant 
pathologist at t.he South Devon and East Cornwall 
Hospital, Plymouth- Tho General Superintendent 
and Secretary, South Devon and East Cornwall 
Hospital, Plymouth (June 20). A full-time graduate 
assistant in the Department of Engineering of the 
Leicester College of Technology- The Registrar, 
College of 'l't>-chnology, Leicester (June 23). An 
assistant lecturer in zoology and two research 
biologists, the latter with special experience with 
plankton work, at the "Gniversity College of Hull
The Registrar, "Gniversity College, Hull (June 23). A 
junior assistant at the Ditton Hosearoh Laboratory, 
East Mailing, Kent., for work on the preservation of 
fruit-The Secretary, Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, 16 Old Queen Street, S.W.1 
(Juno 27). A registrar of Armstrong College--The 
Registrar, Armstrong College, Newcastle.upon-Tyne 
(June 30). Junior assistants in the Physics and 
Aeronautics departments of the National Physical 
Laboratory-Tho Director, National Physical Labora
tory, Teddington (June 30). A professor of mathe. 
matics and an assistant lecturer in physics at Cniver
sity College, Southampton-Tho Hogistrar, Univer
sity College, Southampton (July 6). A William 
Hudson professor of economics at Natal University 
College-Webster, Steel and Co., 9 St. Helen's Place, 
Bishopsgate, E.C.3 (July 15). A geography tutor 
at the Chester Diocesan Training College- Rev. 
Canon Thomas, Diocesan Training College, Chester. 
An assistant master to teach mechanics and metal 
work in the senior school of Sawston (Cambridge. 
shire) Village College-The Education Secretary, 
County Hall, Cambridge. 
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