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on the Stephenson principle is also in the catalogue. 
Of accessories, we note a series of micrometers and 
Shand's recording micrometer, goniometers of various 
types and complexity, and drawing and illuminating 
apparatus. 

A LIST (No. 16) of nearly 600 second-hand books of 
zoological, botanical, and horticultural interest hasjust 
been issued by Mr. J. H. Knowles, 92 Solon Road, 
S.W.2. 

A SHORT list (" Periodica ", Supplement 1) of scien
tific periodicals offered for sale by W. Dawson and Sons, 
Ltd., Pilgrim Street, E.C.4, has just reached us. It 
should be of interest to anyone wishing to add to their 
scientific library or to complete imperfect sets of 
periodicals. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned :-A technical 
administrative officer under the Leeds Education 
Committee, for secondary and higher education
The Director of Education, Calverley Street, Leeds 
(June 10). A lecturer in the department of build
ing of the Birmingham Central Technical College 
-The Principal, Central Technical College, Birming
ham (June 12}. A full-time teacher of electrical 
engineering subjects and chemistry at the Kingston
upon-Thames Junior Technical School-The Principal, 
Technical College, Kingston-upon-Thames (June 13). 
A head of the boot and shoe department of the 
County Technical College, Stafford-The Clerk to 
the Governors, County Education Offices, Stafford 
(June 20). A head of the department of industrial 
administration of the Manchester Municipal College 
of Technology- The Registrar, College of Tech-

nology, Manchester (June 22). A headmaster of 
the Exeter Junior Technical School-The Secretary 
for Education, 39 Southernhay West, Exet er (June 
22). A temporary principal technical assistant in the 
Shellfish Services staff of the Fisheries Department 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries-The 
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 10 
Whitehall Place, S.W.1 (June 22). A lecturer in 
economics in the Durham Colleges- The Secretary 
to the Council of the Durham Colleges, 38 North 
Bailey, Durham (June 23). Assistant lecturers 
in geology and mathematics in the University of 
Sheffield-The Registrar, University, Sheffield (June 
24). A gas research Radiation, Ltd. fellow, at the 
Imperial College of Science and Technology-The 
Registrar, Imperial College of Science and Tech
nology, South Kensington, S.W.7 (June 26). Junior 
lecturers in, respectively, vertebrate embryology and 
cytology in the University of Edinburgh- The Secre
tary to the University, Edinburgh (June 26). A 
laboratory steward in the physics department of the 
Imperial College of Science and Technology-The 
Secretary, Imperial College of Science and Technology, 
South Kensington, S.W.7 (June 30). A research 
student in biochemistry at the Lister Institute-The 
Secretary, Lister Institute, Chelsea Bridge Road, 
S.W.1 (July 1). A lecturer in chemistry and botany 
at the Studley Horticultural and Agricultural College 
for Women-The Principal, Studley College, Warwick
shire. A young master for science and mathematics 
at the Beacon Hill School-Bertrand and Dora Russell, 
Harting, Petersfield. A senior science master at St. 
Lawrence College, Ramsgate-The Headmaster, St. 
Lawrence College, Ramsgate. 

Our Astronomical Column. 
Calendar Reform.-The Scientific American for June 

contains an article by G. Eastman strongly advocating 
the adoption of a year of thirteen months with 28 days 
in each, and an extra day at the end, not to reckon as 
a weekday ; in leap year there would be a second 
extra day, which would be placed at the end of the 
sixth month ; each month would always begin with 
a Sunday. There is no question that such a calendar 
would be convenient to such astronomers as have 
occasion frequently to reckon the interval in days 
between given dates ; the want of system in the 
lengths of our present months, and the position of the 
leap day at the end of the second month, instead of 
the end of the year, are serious drawbacks. But the 
interruption of the regular sequ ence of weeks, which 
have now been running without a break for some three 
thousand years, excites the antagonism of a number 
of people. Some of these (the Jews, and also many 
Christians) accept the week as of divine institution, 
with which it is unlawful to tamper ; others, without 
these scruples, still feel that it is useful to maintain a 
time-unit that, unlike all others, has proceeded in an 
absolutely invariable manner since what may be called 
the dawn of history. This view found strong support 
at the meeting of the International Astronomical 
Union at Rome in 1922; and it is unlikely that there 
will be, at least in the near future, sufficient consensus 
of opinion to enable the scheme described above to be 
carried through. 

Mr. Eastman outlines a second scheme, which does 
not interfere with the week ; this makes an ordinary 
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year exactly 52 weeks, and inserts an extra week every 
fifth year (with occasional variations, akin to the 
Gregorian centennial-year regulations). The fact of 
making some years a week longer than others would, 
however, involve difficulties in the regulation of 
salaries ; the variation of the equinoxes and solstices 
by a week would also give trouble in meteorology. 

To sum up : every scheme involves so many con
troversial points that it is unlikely that any change 
will be made unless the calendar reformers confine their 
demands to more moderate limits. 

Light Variation of • Aurigre.-This star is of special 
interest from the great length of its eclipses (assuming, 
as is usually done, that the light-variation arises in 
this manner). Astr. Nach. 5784 contains a series of 
observations made at Bologna Observatory by Dr. 
L. Jacchia. The following are his dates for the 
phases: beginning of eclipse, May 13, 1928; beginning 
of stationary minimum, Oct. 22, 1928; middle of 
eclipse, April 25, 1929; end of stationary minimum, 
Oct. 25, 1929 ; end of eclipse, April 15, 1930. The 
light-variation includes secondary waves, their pres
ence being confirmed by M. Gussow, using a photo
electric cell ; as a result of them, the increase of light 
was slower than the decrease. The mean magnitude 
at maximum is given as 3·23; at minimum, 3·88. 
The extreme points on the light-curve are 3·13 and 
3 ·94. Five stars in Auriga and Perseus, of magni
tudes between 2·72 and 4·78 (Harvard) were used as 
comparison stars. 
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