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subsequent treatment follows the usual lines, with 
which those who have used the previous parts are 
familiar-a definition of each family, a key to its 
genera ; a definition of each genus, and keys for the 
constituent species and subspecies. 128 recog
nised genera and 452 species are described ; but 
there remain 17 genera and 190 species the 
position of which is uncertain, owing to insufficient 
diagnosis by their respective authors. An appendix 
is devoted to an account of about a score of species, 
for the most part described after the preparation 
of the body of the work. 

(2) The first suborder of the Copepoda-the 
Calanoida-formed the subject of the sixth volume 
(1898) of this work. The present author briefly 
states the characters of the second suborder, the 
Cyclopoida, and its three sections, the Gnatho
stoma, Siphonostoma, and Pcecilostoma. The first 
of these sections forms the subject of this part. 
Three families with 18 genera and 192 definite 
species are considered. About 50 additional 
species are of uncertain position. The author 
appears to have overlooked two new species of 
Cyclops described by G. S. Brady in 1910. This 
part will be of use not only to marine and fresh
water zoologists, but also to helminthologists who 
desire to determine the species of Cyclops which 
they find acting as intermediate hosts-for example, 
for the broad tape-worm of man and for the guinea
worm. 

Each part has a systematic index and nomen
clator generum et subgenerum. 

A Newton among Poets : Shelley's Use of Science in 
Prometheus Unbound. By Prof. Carl Garbo. 
Pp. xiv + 208. (Chapel Hill, N.C. : University 
of North Carolina Press; London: Oxford Uni
versity Press, 1930.) 13s. 6d. net. 

THis valuable and interesting book is another proof 
of the breadth of mind with which American pro
fessors so often pursue their studies. The bulk 
of the book is taken up by a summary of the 
scientific theories of Shelley's time, and especially 
of the work of Humphry Davy and the poems of 
Erasmus Darwin which had appeared just before 
Shelley wrote his" Queen Mab "and" Prometheus 
Unbound". The result of applying these to the 
elucidation of the poems, and especially of the "Pro
metheus ", is highly curious and instructive. It was 
well known before that Shelley was passionately 
interested in science and fond of experiments in 
chemistry and electricity. His father is reported 
to have once returned a book on chemistry which 
Percy had borrowed, because it was "a forbidden 
thing at Eton"; and Prof. Whitehead, in" Science 
and the Modern World", quotes a notable example 
of Shelley's power of visualising an astronomical 
relation. But no one before Prof. Garbo has gone 
through the " Prometheus " thoroughly with this 
thought in mind, and his conclusions generally 
command assent. It is obvious that Shelley's 
mind was steeped with the science of the time, and 
many of the most beautiful and transcendent 
passages are chemical or electrical experiments 
transfigured by poetic genius. One might almost 
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think that Shelley was consciously trying to carry 
out the ideal of the poet of the future which Words
worth sketches in the famous preface to the second 
edition of the " Lyrical Ballads " (1800). "The 
remotest discoveries of the Chemist, the Botanist 
or Mineralogist will be as proper objects of the 
poet's art as any upon which it can be employed. 
. . . And what is now. called science, thus familiar
ised to men, shall put on, as it were, a form of flesh 
and blood, the Poet lending his divine spirit to aid 
the transformation." We commend a consideration 
of this further connexion to Prof. Garbo for his 
second edition. F. S. M. 

Life and Evolution: an Introduction to General 
Biology. By Prof. S. J. Holmes. Pp. v +449. 
(London: A. and C. Black, Ltd., 1931.) 12s. 6d. 
net. 

AN elementary text-book of biology, written by 
the professor of zoology in the University of Cali
fornia, and designed, not so much to prepare 
student's for further specialisation in a branch of 
biology, as to give a general view of biological 
problems to those whose main energies are going 
to be directed in other fields. The book is compre
hensive in scope, ranging from protoplasm and the 
cell theory, through the different forms of plant and 
animal life, to heredity, evolution, and eugenics. 

Prof. Holmes's book was originally published in 
the United States, and that edition was reviewed 
in NATURE of June 5, 1926. For the British 
edition, now before us, a number of minor revisions 
have been made in the text, and about twenty of 
the illustrations have been changed or improved. 
The most important revision, however, is the 
anglicising of the spelling throughout and the com
plete remodelling of the bibliography at the end 
of each chapter for the benefit of British readers. 
Otherwise the book is identical with that already 
published in America. 

Air Ministry : Meteorological Office. The M eteoro
logical Glossary. (M.O. 22511.) Second edition, 
entirely rewritten. In continuation of The 
Weather Map. Published by the Authority of 
the Meteorological Committee. Pp. 233 + 12 
plates. (London: H.M. Stationery Office, 1930.) 
4s. 6d. net. 

THis glossary shows signs of very thorough 
revision and is full of information in a compact 
and handy form, thereby fulfiling some of the 
functions of a text-book. There are charts and 
numerous diagrams, and a good deal of statistical 
and descriptive information about the climate of 
Great Britain is given under several of the head
ings, particularly in the section on rainfall. It is 
difficult to think of any term in any way connected 
with meteorology that is not given a place in the 
bold-type headings, and the names equivalent to 
the English of a number of meteorological pheno
mena are given at the end of the volume in several 
languages, at the request of the International 
Meteorological Committee. References in the 
articles to matters dealt with in other parts of the 
glossary conveniently appear in italics. 
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