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undertaken during the year- -the largest area so far 
accomplished in any one year ; and this in spite of 
the fact that a large number of blanks, due to the 
drought of 1928, had to be filled up in the existing 
plantations before any new work could be commenced. 
This afforestation work is undertaken in several 
different ways. ( 1) The greater part of the planta
tions are made on land that has been clear-felled for 
timber and fuel and then cleaned up and cultivated 
by forest squatters. The work, in spite of difficulties, 
is cheap and efficient. The method is analogous to 
the toungya method employed in Burma and else
where in India. (2) When squatters are not available 
and when the Department is afforesting grasslands, 
the area is either ploughed and cultivated by contract 
or a small sum is paid for ploughing and the con
tractor is allowed to have the use of the land for 
two to three years before planting; or again, bush
covered land is being afforested by planting trees in 
lines cut through the bush, the growth being slower, 
but the bush acting as a nurse to the young trees 
and keeping down weed growth. Of the 4000 acres 
planted, 1063 acres were afforested by this method. 
This represents an addition to the Colony's forest 
capitaL (3) In certain types of forest, for example, 
Brachyloona, Ocotea, and some Podocarpus forests, 
natural regeneration, with assistance, is sufficient to 
replace the timber cut. (4) Special attention is being 
concentrated upon fuel plantations and various exotics 
are being experimented with, and private planting is 
being encouraged. Both railway and public take 
large amounts of fuel ; the former utilised from all 
sources, Government and private lands, 13,867,025 
cub. feet during the year. As private resources are 
cut out, the demands will fall increasingly heavily on 
the Government forests. Fuel is now being supplied 
in large quantities from Eucalyptus plantations formed 
on the sites of natural forest cut for railway fueL 
The demand for fuel for domestic and industrial 
purposes is increasing rapidly round Nairobi and is 
becoming more and more difficult to supply. In a few 
years, however, large areas of plantations will be 
maturing, as well as large plantations of black wattle, 
which is being planted on private land for the pro
duction of tanning bark. 

Kenya is so much before the public at the present 
time that the operations of the Forestry Department, 
so far as they affect the future well-being of the 
Colony, appear to merit some prominence. 

Marine Research in the Mediterranean. 

THE fisheries of Egypt, though small in comparison 
with the vast fisheries of the northern waters of 

Europe, are varied and interesting. They comprise 
the sea fisheries along the northern coast of Africa 
in the Mediterranean, and in the Red Sea; the Nile and 
delta lake fisheries, the latter of which in 1928 supplied 
about three-quarters of the whole weight of fish 
landed in Egypt ; and also the valuable sponge 
fisheries of the North African coast lying in territorial 
waters between Alexandria and Sollum, which furnish 
sponges unrivalled in the world for their excellence 
of quality. 

We have received the report of the fisheries for 
the year 1928,* and amongst other items of interest 
are given comparative figures of the yield in kilo
grams per unit area of fish from the delta lakes. 
These lakes are of exceptional interest, extending 
over huge areas and never exceeding much more 

• Ministry of Finance: Coastgnards and :Fisheries Service. Report 
on the Fisheries of Egypt for the year 1928. By R . S. Wimpenny. 
(Cairo :_Government Press, 1930.) P .T.5. 
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than a metre in depth ; they form a link between the 
Nile and the sea, for into their southern margins 
empty the drains of fresh water that have been drawn 
from the Nile to irrigate the land, while all but one 
are connected with the sea. The lakes are thus 
stocked both by fresh-water fish and by fish entering 
from the sea. By far the most important fish, how
ever, are the grey mullet, which grow and flourish 
extremely well under the conditions existing in the 
lakes, and which, at certain periods of the year 
according to the species, leave on their spawning 
migrations for the sea. Figures are given to show 
that during the last eight years the average yield of 
fishes from lakes Menzaleh, Brullos, Marytl.t, and 
Edkou together amounted to so much as 142 kgm. 
per hectare. Parallel figures are given for the North 
Sea as 17 ·3 kgm. per hectare, and for cultivated carp 
ponds as 65·5-165 kgm. For a natural fishery these 
delta lakes are therefore extremely rich. 

In 1924 the Oftlce of Fisheries Research was closed 
down; it was reopened towards the end of 1927 by 
the appointment of Mr. R. S. Wimpenny as Director 
of Fisheries Research. In the report under review 
there is little of scientific work published, but it is 
evident that movements are on foot to establish a 
department sufficient to attack a few, at any rate, of 
the many problems of interest that Egyptian waters 
afford, not the least of which from a biological point 
of view would be a thorough survey of the conditions 
in the delta lakes themselves. 

The Government has ordered a small motor Danish 
seiner to explore the possibilities of the fishing grounds 
on the Egyptian coasts, and a plea has been put for
ward for a marine laboratory and necessary scientific 
assistants, and also for a steam trawler for oceano
graphic research. It is to be hoped that this will 
soon materialise. The knowledge of the fundamental 
problems underlying the productivity of the sea is 
essential to fishery research, and, while to adminis
trative officials the immediate gain may appear to be 
insignificant, it is certain that in the long run such 
work will prove its value. It is to be hoped, there
fore, that the Egyptian Government will see its way 
clear to supply the means for the establishment of an 
active marine biological laboratory ; situated as it 
would be amid surroundings of absorbing inte.t;est, 
with problems such as the interchange of faunas 
between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean and the 
effects of the Nile flood, it is certain that information 
would be forthcoming that would add 'much to our 
knowledge of life in the sea. F. S. R. 

University and Educational Intelligence. 
CAMBRIDGE.-Smith's prizes ·have been awarded as 

follows :- Mr. H. S. M. Coxeter (Trinity), Mr. H. R. 
Hulme (Gonville and Caius). Rayleigh prizes have 
been awarded as follows :-Mr. H. Davenport (Trin
ity), Mr. B. Kuttner (Christ's), Mr. J. C. P. Miller 
(Trinity). 

LONDON.-The following doctorates have been 
awarded: D.Sc. in Physics to Mr. J. P. Andrews, 
East London College, for a thesis entitled " Investiga
tion into the Elastic and Plastic Behaviour of 
Materials" (Proc. Phys. Soc., 1925, 1931; Phil. Mag., 
1925, 1928-29, 1931). D.Sc. in Geology to Mr. E. 
Spencer for a thesis entitled " A Contribution to the 
Study of Moonstone from Ceylon and other Areas 
and of the Stability-Relations of the Alkali-Felspars ", 
and a subsidiary contribution. D.Sc. in Physics on 
Mr. H. Shaw for a thesis entitled " Interpretation of 
Gravitational Anomalies ", and fourteen subsidiary 
contributions. 
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