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Persian Forces and their subsequent dissolution. 
Struck in silver, a medal is awarded annually for 
the best paper on tropical medicine or hygiene pub
lished in any journal during the preceding twelve 
months by a medical officer, of less than twelve 
years' service, of the Royal Navy, Royal Army 

Medical Corps, Royal Air Force, Indian Medical 
Service, or of the Colonial Medical Service. A 
Memorial Committee determines the attainment of 
a standard of merit. The first award was made in 
1923. The recipient for 1929 was Capt. H. W. 
Mulligan, Indian Medical Service. 

Obituary. 
DR. ALFRED P. MAUDSLAY. 

ALFRED PERCIVAL MA UDSLAY passed away 
_1-:\_ peacefully in his sleep onJan.22,inhis eighty
first year, at Morney Cross, near Hereford. Born on 
Mar.18, 1850,at LowerNorwoodLodge,heattended 
first a boarding school at Tunbridge Wells and 
then went to Harrow. He was keen in all forms of 
sport, particularly fishing, and shot for his school 
in the winning team for the Ashburton Shield. 
Leaving school, he proceeded to Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge, of which he was made an honorary 
fellow in 1923. A visit to the West Indies was 
made in 1872, and from Panama and Guatemala 
he went north to San Francisco, on his way to 
New York, and there met his future wife, a daughter 
of Governor Morris of Old Morrisania, New York. 
The following year, accompanied by his brother, he 
visited Iceland, making the ardous trip round the 
island, but he also tells of many pleasant days 
fly-fishing. 

After taking his degree in 1875, Maudslay went 
to Trinidad, where he accepted his first appoint
ment as private secretary to H.E. the Governor. 
He next acted in a similar capacity to the Governor 
of Queensland. Joining the staff of Sir Arthur 
Gordon as private secretary, he went to Fiji, be
coming in turn Acting Colonial Secretary to Fiji, 
Deputy Commissioner to Tonga and Samoa, and 
Acting Consul-General for the Western Pacific. 
In 1876 he accompanied Lady Gordon to New 
Zealand, where he spent some months, crossing 
into the then prohibited Maori Territory. Return
ing to Fiji, he went to live on Tonga as Deputy 
Commissioner. He left these Pacific islands in 
1879, but it was only last year that he published a 
delightful autobiography of that period in " Life 
in the Pacific Fifty Years Ago''. 

Maudslay in his visit to Guatemala was so struck 
with the Maya ruins he had seen there that he 
decided to give up his diplomatic career and 
devote his life to exploration in Central America. 
To that country and Mexico he made at least 
seven expeditions, visiting, clearing, measuring, 
photographing, and plotting all the then known 
Mayan ruins, and the results of these expeditions 
appeared in 1889 in the " Biologia Centrali
Americana . . . Archreology ". By this monu
mental work he laid the foundation of Maya 
research, which has since been enthusiastically 
taken up by German and American scholars. 
This, unfortunately, cannot be said of Great 
Britain; his priceleBs collection of 'squeezes' 
and moulds (which had cost him £10,000) he 
presented to the nation; but they lay neglected, 
falling to pieces and eaten by rats, for upwards of 
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thirty-five years in the vaults of the South Ken
sington Museum, until they were rescued in 1923 
by Capt. Joyce on behalf of the British Museum. 
There they were pieced together and restored, and 
casts made and set up in a room to themselves, as 
they deserve, and now form the finest collection 
of Maya casts in the world. There is an interest
ing and well illustrated account of these casts 
compiled by Dr. Maudslay and Capt. Joyce. 
Maya expeditions to British Honduras, under the 
direction of the British Museum, have gone out 
annually since 1926, but the lack of public interest 
has made expenditure a first consideration, and 
were it not for the generous help of a few private 
individuals who supplement the small British 
Museum grant, it is doubtful if many more expedi
tions can go out without the help of the United 
States. 

When Maudslay made his seventh expedition to 
Central America, he was accompanied by his wife, 
and the result was the joint publication of "A 
Glimpse at Guatemala" in 1899. This charming 
and beautiful book is printed on hand-made paper 
and profusely illustrated with photogravures, 
coloured plates, and chromo-lithographs. The next 
work from his pen was a translation, with intro
duction and notes, of Bernal Diaz' "The True 
History of the Conquest of New Spain" for the 
Hakluyt Society, and it ranks among the finest 
of that Society's publications. 

In the summer of 1912, the eighteenth Inter
national Congress of Americanists met in London 
under the auspices of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute, when Maudslay was president; and when 
the Congress visited Oxford the honorary degree 
of D.Sc. was conferred on him for his contribu
tions to Mexican and Mayan archreology. Cam
bridge also honoured him by conferring on him the 
honorary degree of Sc.D. 

In 1915 Maudslay was one of the joint secre
taries of the Royal Geographical Society, in which 
he took a keen interest, specially at the time when 
the Society moved from its cramped quarters in 
Savile Row to Lowther Lodge. In 1928 Maudslay 
published a popular edition of "The Discovery 
and Conquest of Mexico", with introduction and 
notes. 

It was in 1905, in Mexico City, that the present 
writer had the pleasure of first meeting Dr. Mauds
lay, at a luncheon at the British Legation, sitting 
next to him ; the conversation naturally turned on 
archreology, and, mentioning having visited the 
ruined cities of Ceylon, he said it was just ' a toss 
up ' whether he had gone to Ceylon or Central 
America to excavate. Immediately after luncheon 
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we went to the National Museum; he was very 
proud of his post as honorary professor of archaio
logy there, and pointed out Maya sculptures 
which were wrongly labelled as Zapotec. A few 
years later, after visiting the ruins of Palenque 
with the Mexican Government expedition, and 
remarking that it took us three days to reach them 
from Frontera at the mouth of the Usamacinta 
River, he smiled and said it had taken him nearly 
three months ! 

Throughout all his Central American travels, 
Maudslay seems to have been endowed with extra
ordinary patience and perseverance, and this, 
together with his charm of manner and personality, 
enabled him to overcome all obstacles, whether of 
local politics, native prejudice, lack of guides, 
transport or labour. Maudslay always gained his 
point and got his way. To the young archaio
logist he was always ready with help, advice, or 
encouragement, especially in the study of Maya 
glyphs, and it is difficult to speak in measured 
terms of his loss to the Mexican and Mayan student 
of archaiology. Those whose privilege it was to 
be numbered amongst his personal friends will 
perhaps best remember him for his kind and 
gracious disposition, his keen and sparkling eye, 
and his blameless life. He was the type of the 
true English gentleman and traveller. We shall 
not look upon his like again. J.C. C. 

MR. DAVID T. JONES, C.B.E., chairman of 
the Fishery Board for Scotland, who died in Edin
burgh on Feb. 4, in his sixty-fifth year, began 
his official career as a junior clerk in the Fishery 
Board in 1887. He was promoted after five years' 
service to be chief clerk, and in 1909 to be secretary 
to the Board. During the War, he served as Pay
master Lieut.-Commander, R.N.R., prepared a 
census of fishermen, and organised a fleet of fishing 
vessels for various patrolling and defensive pur
poses. His special knowledge of fishermen and 

fishing interests, extended by this war service, 
was of great value in his subsequent administra
tive work. In 1920 he was appointed chairman of 
the Board. He was especially interested in the 
fisheries problems of the North Sea, and was one 
of the British representatives on the International 
Council for the Investigation of the Sea. His 
strong support of the Scottish Fishery Board's 
scientific investigations is evidenced by the expan
sion of the laboratory facilities for this work under 
Dr. Alexander Bowman in Aberdeen. Mr. Jones 
was of cheerful temperament, and was a very 
genial friend who will be missed in many circles, 
especially in Edinburgh. 

MR. THOMAS HEBDEN, of Keighley, who died on 
Jan. 3, at the age of eighty-one years, was one of 
the Yorkshire naturalists who, in the intervals of a 
businesi:; life, devoted himself to a particular branch 
of botany. He was a correspondent with many of 
the leading lichenologists of his day, and this 
correspondence was maintained almost up to the 
day of his death and is reflected by the numerous 
references to Hebden in lichenological literature. 
His correspondence with Nylander added several 
species of V errucaria to the British flora, these 
being published under the joint names of Shackleton 
and Hebden in the Naturalist of 1892. His herb
arium and scientific books have been bequeathed 
to the museum of his own town. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths: 
Dr. Alfred Holt, one of the joint honorary secre

taries of the British Association at its meeting in 
Liverpool in 1923 and founder of the firm of Holt, 
Thompson and Co., Ltd., manufacturers of fine 
chemicals, on Feb. 15. 

Prof. F. J. Pritchard, plant physiologist of the 
U.S. Bureau of Plant Industry, who specialised in 
breeding disease-resisting varieties of tomatoes, on 
Jan. 13, aged fifty-six years. 

News and Views. 
THE president of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 

Dr. A. P. Karpinsky, the distinguished geologist, is 
leaving his post at the Academy. This decision is 
the outcome of his unsuccessful protests against the 
recent forced decision of the Academy to deprive of 
its membership four academicians, including such 
historians as S. F. Platonov and E. V. Tarle, whose 
scientific views have been pronounced by the author
ities to be incompatible with their presence in the 
Academy of a communistic State. It is noteworthy 
that at the same meeting of the Academy several 
foreign scientific workers were elected as foreign 
members. It appears clear, in the circumstances, 
that the acceptance of membership of the Academy 
of U.S.S.R. must involve silent agreement with the 
basic principle underlying the attitude of the Soviet 
authorities towards science. According to this prin
ciple, science is regarded as merely a means to the 
successful accomplishment of the Five Years' Plan, 
and scientific workers themselves are forbidden to 
express, or even to hold, independent scientific views. 
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NEW ZEALAND has its Scenery Preservation Act, 
now almost twenty-three years old ; and still we 
wait to see what a British Government Commission 
will say about the desirability of doing something 
for British scenery. In New Zealand the Act has 
worked well, as is shown by the Annual Report for 
1930, a blue-book of 30 pages, with many photo
graphs and a map in colour, issued by the Depart
ment of Lands and Survey. During the year, pro
clamations were made setting land apart for scenic 
or historic reserves to the extent of 6982 acres, and 
these areas now bring the number of scenic reserves 
in the Dominion up to 851, with a total area of 
511,792 acres. The value of the reserves to the 
artist and traveller, as well as to the naturalist, is 
indicated in an appendix by Dr. L. Cockayne and 
Dr. E. Teichelmann, describing the Glacial Scenic 
Reserves of Westland. Apart from the annual 
interest on the capital expended in purchasing the 
reserves, the accounts show that they are run for 
about £1276 a year, and this is offset by rents, etc., 
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