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the Hittites and the Greeks. At the first lecture 
the chair will be taken by Dr. A. E. Cowley, Bodley's 
Librarian in the University of Oxford. The lectures, 
which will be delivered in English, will begin on 
each day at 5.15 P.M., and admission will be free and 
without ticket. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following ap
pointments, on or before the dates menttoned :
A reader in statistics in the University of Cambridge 
-The Registrary, The Registry, Cambridge (Mar. 4). 
A scientific instrument maker at the University 
College of South Wales and Monmouthshire-The 
Registrar, University College, Cathays Park, Cardiff 
(Mar. 7). An assistant lecturer in science at the 
National Society's Training College for Teachers-The 
Principal, Training College, Berridge House, Fortune 
Green Road, W. Hampstead, N.W.6 (Mar. 9). Senior 
technicaI assistants and technical assistants at Ad
miralty establishments near London and in Ports
mouth-The Secretary of the Admiralty, C.E. Branch, 
Whit,ehall, S.W. l (Mar. 10). A director of the 
Manchester and District Radium Institute -The 
Hon. Secretary, Radium Institute, Nelson Street, 
Manchester (Mar. 14). A lecturer in economic his
tory in the University of Liverpool- The Registrar, 

The University, Liverpool (Mar. 16). A principal 
and professor of organic chemistry at the Royal 
Institute of Science, Bombay-The High Commis
sioner for India, General Department, India House, 
Aldwych, W.C.2 (Mar. 21). A biochemist, a technician 
in the research laboratory, and a junior biologist, each 
under the Newfoundland Fisheries Research Com
mission-The Newfoundland Government Office, 58 
Victoria Street, S.W.l (Mar. 22). A professor of 
chemistry at the Heriot-Watt College, Edinburgh
The Princi-pal, Heriot-Watt College, Edinburgh (Mar. 
26). A professor of mechanical engineering in the En
gineering College of the Benares Hindu University
The Principal, Engineering College, Benares Hindu 
University, Benares, India (April 5). A principal of 
the Northern Polytechnic-The Clerk, Northern Poly
technic, Holloway, N.7 (April 17). Lecturers in, 
respectively, pure mathematics, civil engineering, and 
botany in the Queen's University of Belfast--The 
Secretary, Queen's University, Belfast (April 19). A 
lecturer in geography and elementary science at the 
Truro Training College-The Principal, Training Col
lege, Truro. A lecturer in physical training and 
hygiene at Southlands Training College--The Principal, 
Southlands Training College, Wimbledon Park Side, 
S.W.19. 

Our Astronomical Column. 
A Large Sunspot. - A large group of sunspots 

recently visible is too largest that has appeared for 
over a year. The group when near the sun's east 
limb on Feb. 14 was quite small, but between Feb. 17 
and 19 it developed rapidly, and by Feb. 21 had 
become a conspicuous stream of spots easily visible 
to the naked eye. The central meridian passage 
of the group occurred on Feb. 20·8; its latitude was 
6°, and its area on Feb. 17, 19, and 21 was respect
ively 150, 900, and 1700 millionths of the sun's 
hemisphere. On Feb. 19, spectroscopic observations 
made at 15h showed a mass of hydrogen to be de
scending into the following member of the group 
with the velocity of about 30 km. /sec. On succeeding 
days the group was not unusually active, so far as 
rather limited observations showed. It may be 
remarked that sunspots during 1930 were both 
appreciably less in number and smaller than in 1929. 
The sunspot minimum may be expected in two or 
three years' time. 

A Faint Cluster near Betelgeux.-Oircular No. 309 
of the U.A.I. Bureau contains a report from Dr. 
Schuller, of the National Observatory, Prague, on a 
hitherto unknown cluster of faint stars in the position 
R.A. 5h 40·7m, N. Deel. 7° 21 ; equinox 1855·0. 
Exposure of 5½ hours showed an open cluster of stars 
the magnitude of which is between 16 and 18, close to 
the edge of Barnard's dark channel No. 36. The 
cluster is not shown on Barnard's photographs, the 
Franklin Adams plates, or on those in the Atlas of 
selected areas. None of these extend to such faint 
magnitudes ; their limit is about 15½ mag. The 
distance of the cluster is roughly estimated as 30,000 
light years, assuming that its brightest stars are of 
type A. Its proximity to the dark lane suggests, 
however, that there may be some absorption of light, 
which would make the distance less. 

Search for Possible Additional Satellites of Distant 
Planets.-It is well known that Sir W. Herschel 

No. 3200, VoL. 127] 

announced the existence of six satellites of Uranus; 
but only four are now recognised. The possibility of 
the existence of additional satellites, both of Uranus 
and Neptune, has been considered by many ; we 
learn from a Daily Science News Bulletin issued by 
Science Service of Washingt,on, D.C., that a photo
graphic search for possible new satellites has been 
made by Mr. W. H. Christie, using the 60-inch re
flector and giving exposures from one to three hours. 
The result, however, was negative in each case. Mr. 
Christie concludes that if any bodies of the kind exist, 
they are not brighter than mag. 19 in the case of 
Uranus, or mag. 18·5 in that of Neptune. Even this 
negative result is of interest, and may save time, as 
establishing the uselessness of searching for such 
bodies with any smaller instrument. It would seem 
worth while to make an attempt in the case of Pluto ; 
success is unlikely, but would be of value in giving 
Pluto's mass. 

New Star Catalogue from Yale University.-Prof. 
F. Schlesinger inaugurated a new era in star cata
logues when he published, four years ago, a catalogue 
of stars in the zone between 50° and 55° North Declina
tion, the places being derived from photographs with 
a wide angle lens that included the whole width of the 
zone on each plate. He has now produced a similar 
catalogue of 7727 stars in the zone 55° to 60°. The 
zone was covered by 72 plates, the centres of which 
were 20m of R.A. apart, so that nearly all the stars 
appear on two plates. They were taken between 1915 
and 1917, but not measured until 1926 and 1927, this 
being done by Miss Ida Barney. Proper motions are 
deduced for almost all the stars in the catalogue. 
These will enable improved places to be obtained for 
the stars used as reference stars in the astrographic 
zones. They had previously been brought up from the 
Astr. Gesell. Catalogues without proper motion in the 
majority of cases. The probable error of the star 
positions in the new catalogue is given as ± O • 15" 
in each co-ordinate. 


	Our Astronomical Column

