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Sir Howard Grubb, F.R.S., which are now carried 
on at Walker Gate, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Sir Charles was a firm believer in the importance 
of research in industry, and very large sums were 
set aside for this purpose. Also, accurate tests were 
invariably made of each machine as it was made, 
so as to give data for subsequent designs. He also 
firmly believed in the utilisation of what may be 
called highly educated labour, and had always 
on his staff university men and others with high 
education, but in all cases it had to be combined 
with good practical knowledge. 

The Royal Society elected Sir Charles a fellow 
in 1898, and he served on the Council in 1907-9, 
being a vice-president in 1908-9; he was awarded 
the Copley and Rumford medals. He was made a 
K.C.B. in 1911 and received the Order of Merit in 
1927. He was given many honorary degrees by 
various universities, and among other medals had 
the Grashof Commemoration medal of the Verein 
Deutscher Ingenieure, the Albert medal of the 
Royal Society of Arts, and the Faraday medal of 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers. He was 
an early member of the Advisory Council of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
and was on numerous other committees. 

Sir Charles married in 1883 Katherine, daughter 
of W. B. Bethell, of Yorkshire, and had one son, 
who was killed in the War, and one daughter. He 
was a large benefactor to science, giving £5000 to 
the Royal Institution and £10,000 to the British 
Association, besides numerous gifts to various in-
stitutions. GERALD STONEY. 

IT is difficult to write of Charles Parsons, a great 
inventor, one to whom civilisation owes more 
than a friend's feeble pen can well express. Try 
to picture the world without his inventions, in 
the days when Atlantic travel took place in ships 
like the old Scotia of the Cunard Line, or the first 
Oceanic, which, when the White Star Line started 
some sixty years ago, created so much interest on 
Merseyside. Contrast these with the Mauretania 
and the Lusitania, the first great ships propelled 
by Parsons' turbine, or to come to our own days, 
with the Cunard Aquitania or the Bremen of the 
North German Lloyd Line. Maybe in 1931 we pay 
too much attention to speed, but time has a high 
value, and the minutes saved for useful work by 
the invention, which startled the world when the 
Titrbinia first showed herself at the Jubilee Re
view in 1897, total many millions in number. 
These are due to Charles Parsons. 

But for far more than speed and comfort in 
ocean travel are we indebted to the turbine and 
its inventor. Imagine modern life without electric 
power. This is neither the place nor the oppor
tunity to collect statistics and estimate the per
centage of that power generated through Parsons' 
work on the turbine; generated, too, in a manner 
so efficient that it is scarcely possible to hope for 
an improvement-unless, indeed, another Parsons 
shows us how to use atomic energy. For Parsons 
was never content to leave an invention until it 
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was nearly perfect, nor was he stopped by diffi
culties which to many seemed insuperable. At 
first, the turbine was not a great success ; he knew 
how efficient it ought to be, and he reached his 
mark. Kelvin well described his invention as the 
greatest advance in steam practice since the days 
of Watt. 

So, too, with other problems : Parsons tried to 
produce a diamond, and at the end of his life 
agreed, no doubt, as Prof. Henry E. Armstrong 
has told us, that there is no valid evidence to 
show that it can be obtained by any of the hitherto 
asserted means ; but the work is there, of the highest 
value-a contribution to knowledge impossible for 
any but a great man, applying to the problem all 
the resources of the engineer, all the inventive 
power of a brilliant mind. 

Nor were Parsons' powers less shown in his more 
recent work. Telescopes and optical glass had for 
him a hereditary interest: and so he applied his 
genius to replace English optical glass in the 
position it held before the days of Abbe and 
Zeiss, and he did it, while in quite recent years he 
was devoting himself to further Hale's plans for a 
giant reflecting telescope. 

Parsons made no special mark at Cambridge, 
where he graduated as eleventh wrangler in 1877. 
After the usual training of an engineer, he set to 
work to develop the turbine, but it was not until 
the end of the century that he received any dis
tinct recognition. 

No one meeting Parsons casually would have 
recognised in the gentle, modest man, somewhat 
quiet and hesitating in speech and manner, one of 
the world's great benefactors. In public he said 
little; but interest him in a problem, ask his ad
vice on some knotty point of scientific or engineer
ing practice, give him, perhaps, a little time for 
quiet thought, and your problem was solved, or if 
solution was not at once to be found, you were set 
on a track promising to lead to the desired end. 
Moreover, if the attainment of that end seemed 
of importance, you secured for the rest of your 
journey the support and assistance of a most wise 
counsellor and, what is more, a most kind friend. 

For Charles Parsons was that to all who earned 
his friendship; and we, who have enjoyed it for the 
last twenty-five or thirty years, are the poorer for 
his loss, happy though we are to have known such 
a man, and to have learned from him some of the 
elements of true greatness. 

R. T. GLAZEBROOK. 

I FIRST met Sir Charles Parsons when he was 
appointed by the Lord President to the Advisory 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, on 
the resignation of Prof. Bertram Hopkinson owing 
to pressure of War work. Thus he was not an 
original member of the Council as has been stated 
in some obituary notices, though he joined it in the 
course of its first year of work. His acceptance of 
the office was a proof of his willingness to sub
ordinate his personal views to the common good, 
for it was no secret that he thought the national 
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