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like the Committee to endeavour to secure that the
hospitals thus to be provided on loan with radium,
should be preferably those in which the cure of
disease, or the alleviation of suffering, is associated
with a keen interest in the furtherance of knowledge
¢ for the relief of man’s estate’ .

This shows very clearly the wide view and the
profound interest he took in the advance of know-
ledge, and his great faith in the paramount necessity
of research. Few laymen had such an intelligent
appreciation of the problems of medical research,
and of the need of much patient work before the
realisation of success ; and he was not one who was
always expecting immediate and striking results
to follow on a programme of work.

Sir Otto Beit was elected a fellow of the Royal
Society in 1924, and certainly it may be said of him,
in the words of the statutes of the Society, that he
had “rendered conspicuous service to the cause of
science ”’ Jorn RosE BRADFORD.

Ox the death of Sir Julius Wernher in 1912, Sir
Otto Beit took his place as a representative of the
Crown on the Governing Body of the Imperial
College of Science and Technology, thus preserving
unbroken the close connexion of the College with
the famous firm of Wernher, Beit and Co. Sir
Julius Wernher himself was an original member of
the Governing Body, and took an influential part
in the negotiations which led to the foundation of
the College in 1907. Practically the whole of the
endowment of the College since its incorporation
has been provided by Sir Julius Wernher, Mr.
Alfred Beit, and Sir Otto Beif.

Sir Otto Beit was an active and inspiring member
of the Governing Body. A firm believer in the in-
tellectual and practical value of the highest scientific
education, he did everything in his power to pro-
mote it. In 1913 he created a Trust Fund, which
heincreased later to £26,500, to provide for Research
Fellowships tenable at the College and open to men
and women of European descent by both parents,
but otherwise of any nationality, being gradu-
ates of universities within the British Empire.
From time to time he gave sums of money, amount-
ing to £32,500 in all, towards the cost of the Im-
perial College students’ hostel and of the extension
to the hostel and the students’ union which forms
part of a new building now nearing completion.
His other gifts, which were many in number, in-
cluded a sum of £10,000 towards the general
development of the College in a time of financial
stringency.

These benefactions are illustrative not only of
Sir Otto Beit’s generosity, but also of his good
judgment. He never gave money away indiscrimin-
ately ; he had a clear insight as to the right thing
to do at the right moment. He was always ready
to be guided, but never allowed himself to be
swamped by the enthusiasm of others. It was this
quality which brought him the full confidence of
his colleagues, and when in 1919 Sir Francis Mowatt
resigned the chairmanship of the finance committee
of the Governing Body shortly before his death,
there was no hesitation about the appointment of
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his successor. Sir Otto Beit continued to hold
this important post until his death, and though he
was greatly handicap in recent years by ill-
health, he worked untiringly to further the interests
of the College. He interested himself not only in
the government of the College, but also in the life
of the students, many of whom are indebted to him
for unobtrusive acts of kindness. We have lost a
great friend and a great benefactor.
H. T. Tizarp.

Pror. C. E. Moss.

THE death on Nov. 11 last of Prof. C. E. Moss,
at his home in Johanneshurg, at the age of sixty,
is a serious loss to South African botany and to
systematic botany at large. Charles Edward Moss
was a native of Cheshire, the youngest child of a
Nonconformist minister who settled at Halifax in
1874. He gained his early education at elementary
schools in that town, eventually becoming a pupil-
teacher. At the age of twenty-three he had a
serious illness and his convalescence involved
spending much time in the open air. This led to a
keen interest in field botany and close acquaintance
with the local naturalists, who were at that time
a very active body. Moss thus became a competent
field botanist before he was able, at twenty-five
years of age, to go to the Yorkshire College, Leeds,
and work for his degree as well as his teacher’s
certificate. At Leeds he found Miall's teaching
and outlook very acceptable, and in 1896, when
the late Dr. W. G. Smith went to Leeds as lecturer
in botany, Moss was greatly attracted by the new
method of studying and mapping plant communi-
ties in the field which had been inaugurated in
Scotland by Smith’s elder brother Robert.

Moss took his degree in 1898 and collaborated
with Smith in the first * primary survey ’ of vegeta-
tion to be made in England (Leeds and Halifax
distriet), published in the Geographical Journal in
1903. He also published several minor botanical
studies in local journals. After leaving Leeds he
taught af a school in Bradford, and later at Bruton
in Somerset, where he applied the new method to
the local vegetation with conspicuously successful
results. In the Somerset paper, too, which was
also published by the Royal Geographical Society
(1907), he worked out a logical system of units of
vegetation which he elaborated later in another
publication (1910), and which was made the basis
of the treatment adopted in *“ Types of British
Vegetation” (1911). Moss was anxious to leave
schoolmastering, and in 1902, at some financial
sacrifice, he migrated to Manchester and lectured
in biology at the Municipal Training College, at the
same time improving his knowledge of general
botany by attending honours lectures at the
University.

In 1904 the British Vegetation Committee was
founded to facilitate the co-operation of the small
band of active workers on the survey of British
vegetation. Moss was one of the original and
certainly one of the most valuable members of
the Committee. His acute logical mind and his
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