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structures include a meeting hall with seating for 
850 persons ; ample library space, worthy of the 
Society's fine collection of books ; with other 
easements necessary to complete the working 
scope and social aims of a scientific corporation 
of this kind. 

No reference to the Society would be adequate 
without testimony to the wonderful and en
lightened activity it has consistently displayed in 
regard to exploration in Africa and in Arctic and 
Antarctic regions, and help in such undertakings 
as the successive Mount Everest Expeditions, 
as well as in others. Scientific men and a vast 

public are well aware of these services ; and, 
should the lands fail in a measure, there remains 
the air. Already the Society has encouraged the 
British Arctic Air Route Expedition by supplying 
it with " the best instruments it could furnish, 
and a little of its money ". 

It remains to add that Admiral Sir William 
Goodenough has been chosen as the new president 
in succession to Sir Charles Close, whose term of 
office ends as the one hundred and first year of 
the Society begins. Scientific workers generally 
wish the Society continued prosperity and increased 
activity in this second century of its existence. 

Obituary. 
1\'IR. M. A. GIBLETT. 

WHEN in 1924 it was decided to take up again 
with renewed energy the development of air

ships, it at once became clear that a prime necessity 
was a specialised meteorological service devoted 
entirely to airship problems. What exactly were 
those problems was not known : weather fore
casting was obviously one, but there were others, 
not yet formulated, connected with the forces 
present in the atmosphere which would affect 
largely the success of airship transport. It was 
therefore neceBsary to place the new Airship 
Services Division of the Meteorological Office 
under an able Superintendent. The man chosen 
for this responsible post was at the time a rela
tively junior Assistant Superintendent in the 
Forecast Division, but a man who had already 
made his mark by his scientific ability and out
standing personality. 

Mr. M. A. Giblett was then only a little more 
than thirty years old, having been born on July 15, 
1894. He had been educated first at Upton 
School, Slough, and Modern School, Maidenhead, 
and then at the Universities of Reading and 
London. Three years as nautical master on the 
Cadet Ship Worcester under Capt. Sir David 
Wilson Barker were no doubt responsible for his 
becoming interested in meteorology, and in March 
1919 he joined the staff of the Meteorological 
Office for training preparatory to going out to 
the British Expeditionary Force in North Russia 
on meteorological duties. He sailed for Russia 
at the end of July 1919 and received his com
mission as 2nd Lieutenant in the Meteorological 
Section, Royal Engineers, while actually on the 
voyage. He was stationed at Archangel, but 
had been there only a few weeks when the British 
Expedition was withdrawn. He returned to the 
Meteorological Office and resumed his duties as 
professional assistant in the Forecast Division in 
October 1919. 

As soon as Giblett received his appointment 
as Superintendent of the Airship Division, he set 
to work with great energy to plan and build up 
the meteorological organisation which was to be 
an integral part of the Imperial scheme for the 
development of airships . At first this scheme 
only visualised an airship route to India. He 
found an almost unexplored field before him. 
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It is true that at each end of the route there were 
highly developed meteorological services, but be
tween the shores of India and the east of the 
Mediterranean there was no met.eor-0logical service 
and no synoptic charts had ever been drawn for 
these regions. Further, although practically every 
country in Europe prepares its own synoptic 
charts, there was no single chart of Europe on a 
scale sufficiently large to make it possible to study 
in detail the changes of weather even in Europe 
as a whole. Giblett therefore set to work to 
collect from every possible source observations 
for the whole area em bracing the route from 
England to India, and from these prepared a 
series of daily weather charts for a whole year. 
It was a stupendous piece of work, which is not 
yet entirely finished, but with the aid of these 
charts it was possible to study the routes open to 
airships and to calculate in detail the times it 
would occupy to travel each route in different 
types of weather. 

Although at that time the route to India was 
the only one on which it was planned to employ 
the airships, it was necessary to make a pre
liminary survey of possible airship routes to all 
parts of the Empire. In 1926 this became an 
urgent problem, for the Air Ministry wished to 
place before the Imperial Conference which was 
held in that year a scheme for the development 
of Imperial air transport. This scheme was 
presented to the Imperial Conference in a book, 
afterwards published, entitled " The Approach 
towards a System of Imperial Air Communica
tions ", in which sections on the meteorological 
investigation of the England-India route and 
on the meteorological organisation in connexion 
with the development and operation of airship 
services were written entirely by Giblett. This 
description of possible routes, the necessary 
ground organisation for meteorology, and the 
co-operation required between the meteorological 
services was a remarkable piece of work and 
received much commendation at the Imperial 
Conference : it showed a power of planning and 
organising seldom met with in so young a man 
and a ' scientist ' to boot. 

It had by that time become clear that meteoro
logy would play an important if not the chief 
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