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Philippine Archzology. 

I)ROF. H. OTLEY BEYER, head of the Anthropo
logical Department of the university of the 

Philippines, has collected important archooological 
material during the last four years. In 1926 tho 
construction of a dam on the Novaliches River brought 
to light a prehistoric village and cemetery which within 
tho space of four months yielded some eighteen thou
sand specimens. During the next three years extimded 
reconnaissance and excavation in tho neighbourhood, 
mostly within the province of Rizal, brought to light 
nearly a hundred sites and an enormous amount of 
material, running into scores of thousands of objects. 

Previously to these discoveries, tho arch:cology of the 
Philippines earlier than, say, a thousand years ago was 
a blank. Almost at a stroke it has been carried back 
at least to the early neolithic and possibly earlier. 
Although the material has still to be worked out in 
detail, certain broad conclusions are possible. These are 
summarised and their bearing upon the prehistory 
of Eastern Asia indicated by Prof. Roland B. Dixon 
in vol. 69, No. 4, of the Proceedings of the American 
Philosophical Society. 

On the ~ovalichos site five archreological horizons 
were distinguished. Of these, the most recent con
tained celadons, porcelains, and other ceramics, some 
dating back to the early Sung dynasty. This was 
preceded by two strata belonging to tho iron age, 
below which were two stone age levels, one character
ised by polished implements associated with fairly 
good hand-made pottery, and the earlier by imple
ments only partly polished, associated with a cruder 
type of pottery. The extended observations in the 
province of Rizal revealed two earlier stone ago 
pha.'les, of which one is marked by deeply patinatcd 
chipped implements identical with the so-called 
' Bacsonian ' of Tonkin and not accompanied by 
pottery, to which both stratification and typology 

justify tho application of the term mesolithic ; and 
a second in which typical rnicroliths and deeply 
patinated Mousterian-like forms suggest, in Prof. 
Dixon's view, the conclusion that they are palooo
lithic, even though the evidence of stratification is 
lacking. 

While it would bo well to accept Prof. Dixon's final 
suggestion only with very considerable reserve pending 
further evidence, thure can be no two opinions as 
to the great value of Prof. Beyer's contribution to 
Philippine archmology. Its full significance, however, 
will not become apparent until it has been correlated 
and studied comparatively with the archreological 
material which has been, and is still being, brought 
to light in China, Tonkin, the Malay Peninsula, and 
the Dutch l<~ast Indies. When the time is-ripe for the 
collation of tho material from the whole ar{la, and 
further, when it is brought into relation with the 
material from India, it should throw a flood of light on 
the racial and cultural drifts of eastern Asia. 

In commenting on the material from the iron age 
strata in the Philippines, Prof. Dixon points out the 
similarity, and in some ca.<ies identity, of the iron and 
glass objects to those found in the dolmen tombs and 
urn burials of southern India, and refers to similar finds 
in the Malay Peninsula, Java, and Borneo. As he 
goes on to urge the necessity for research in southern 
India as a ' way-station ' between westen1 Asia and 
the Philippines, it may not be inopportune to refer 
to the work of the Indian Research Committee of the 
Royal Anthropological Institute on the archreology 
of the bead in India. A collection of type series of 
Indian beads has been formed which is available for 
students, and the fiIBt im1talment of the Committee's 
work, with coloured illustrations of beads from 
southern India and Sarawak, is, we understand, to be 
published as a special number of Man in October. 

Seventy-fifth Annual Exhibition of the Royal Photographic Society. 
rl1HE annual exhibition of the Royal Photographic 

Society was opened at 35 Russell Square, Lon
don, W.C.l, on Saturday, Sept. 13, and will remain 
open until Saturday, Oct. 11, from 10 A.M. to 9 P.M. 

each weekday except Tuesdays and Fridays, when it 
will be closed at 6 P.M. The following lecture..'! are 
being delivered during the exhibition, at 7 P.111. on the 
evenings stated: Tuesday, Sept. 16-" The Mystery 
Bird of Britain and other Stories from Birdland ", by 
Oliver G. Pike; Tuesday, Sept. 23, "From Alp to 
Apennine ", by ,J. Dudley Johnstone, president of the 
Royal Photographic Society ; Friday, Sept. 26, the 
lantern slides selected for the exhibition will be pro
jected on the screen ; Tuo..'lday, Sept. 30, a popular 
lecture on astronomical photography, by F. J. Sellers; 
Friday, Oct. :1, "Kew Gardens-Some of its Beauties 
in Colour", by F. R. Newens; Tuesday, Oct. 7, 
"Tunis to Algiers", by the Rev. H. 0. :Fenton; 
Friday, Oct. iO, the amateur cinematograph films 
on 16 mm. (sub-standard) film which have been 
selected for the exhibition will be projected on the 
screen. 

This exhibition may be divided roughly into three 
classes : pictorial work, record work, and research 
concerning photographic materials. 

The pictorial work shown is from all parts of tho 
world and is, of course, first-rate. Practically all of 
the important methods of photographic technique in 
both colour and monochrome are represented. 

Photographic recording is now used as an aid to a 
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vast number of activities ; teaching, advertising, and 
research all make use of it. The exhibition contains 
examples of all these applications. In the natural 
history section are many beautiful photographs of 
wild animals and birds in their natural surroundings, 
and also of other objects. Two striking prints by 
Mr. J. A. Speed show a field-mou;;e in the a{)t of 
rescuing its young. Mr. D. P. Wilson exhibits a good 
series of marine subjects, including one of Golden 
Star eorals found on the shore at very low water in 
Cawsand Bay, Cornwall. Mr. W. C. Davies has three 
prints of the fossil remains of some very large insects, 
one being a kind of dragonfly with a wing span of 
about 12 inches. 

Archreologists will be interested in several series of 
photographs of the Roman Wall and other Roman 
remains sho\\>n by C. Mason and G. E. Peachey. 
Aerofilms Ltd. show a vertical view of ARhdown 
Foro..<it on which may he noted the faint indication 
of a Roman road and an enclosure probably built 
sometime about the commencement of the Christian 
era. This print shows the way in which aerial observa
tion assists in the search for ancient remains which 
are almost invisible at ground level. 

As usual, cloud photography is very well represented, 
and for his work in this field Mr. G. A. Clarke has 
been awarded a medal. 

La.'lt year note wa.'! taken in NATURE of some very 
fine spark photographs by P. B. Quayle, who showed 
several records of bullets and shot clusters in flight. 
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