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The Royal Veterinary College.

T would indeed be a national calamity if the
Royal Veterinary College, London, the premier
veterinary college of the British Empire, had toclose
ity doors. The precarious condition of the College
wag emphasised by the Earl of Harewood recently
in the House of Lords when he asked what steps the
Government is prepared to take to maintain it.
Reference to Lord Harewood’s speech and to the
discussion which followed was made in our issue of
Aug. 9, p. 212,

Less than a year ago there was issued as a White
Paper the report of the Departmental Committee
on the Royal Veterinary College appointed by
the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries in 1928,
The report stated that ‘the condition of the
Royal Veterinary College is a national disgrace, it
needs rebuilding and re-equipping . After a very
thorough investigation the Committee stated
clearly that “‘ the deplorable condition to which the
College has been reduced both as regards buildings
and finance has not been due to any lack of en-
thusiasm on the part of those few members of the
Governing Body who for many years past have been
sufficiently public-spirited to devote attention to
the affairs of the College, or to the small staff who,
despite their meagre salaries and wholly inadequate
facilities, continued loyally at their work. It is
nothing less than extraordinary that the College has
been able, in spite of the most depressing circum-
stances, to turn out year by year a regular flow of
qualified students.” The necessities of an Institu-
tion have never, we venture to state, been more
strongly emphasised by a Government depart-
mental committee, and it should have been un-
necessary for the question to have been raised
again in either House of Parliament.

The response of the Government to the appeals
which have been made is frankly disappointing,
and one wonders if the responsible ministers have
really taken the trouble to read the report or to
weigh up its import. The committee recommended
a grant of £280,000 for building and equipment, and
a guaranteed annual income of not less than £21,000,
The Government offer, as stated by the Earl de la
Warr, of pound for pound up to £100,000, is
totally inadequate in view of the circumstances.
The governors have collected £30,000 as the result
of four or five years’ urgent endeavour and urgent
appeal, and it is believed to be absolutely im-
possible substantially to increase that amount, so
that the offer is practically abortive. Lord Ernle

| pointed out in the debate in the House of Lords
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that in Berlin the annual sum paid for veterinary
science is £280,000, and yet in London a single
capital grant of that same amount is refused.

Earl de la Warr suggested that Lord Harewood
and his friends should confer with the Ministry of
Agriculture before coming to a decision as to the
future of the College. While agreeing that the
Ministry of Agriculture is the chief ministry con-
cerned with veterinary science, we agree with the
suggestion recently made by Major-General Sir
John Moore that other ministries are also vitally
concerned and that a conference of responsible heads
of those ministries might be held to consider the
necessities of the case, with the view of obtaining a
proportionate grant from each of them. The Lovat
Committee appointed by the Colonial Office em-
phasised the importance of a good supply of fully
trained veterinary officers for the Colonies ; the
Ministry of Health requires veterinary officersfor its
administration, particularly in regard to milk supply
and meat inspection as well as in respect of animal
diseases communicable to man ; the Ministry for
War still requires a fully competent Army Veteri-
nary Corps, and will continue to do so in spite of
mechanisation ; and the Ministry for Education
must certainly be concerned with the techmical
education of a College affiliated with the University
of London and training candidates for science de-
grees of the University. Thus no fewer than five
ministries are more or less seriously concerned, and
a conference as suggested of the Ministries of Agri-
culture, the Colonies, Health, War, and Education
might yield some satisfactory results.

The progress of veterinary science has, moreover,
introduced a new factor. The governing body of
the profession—the Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons—has extended the course of training from
four years to five years, and the change is expected to
take place next year. This extension alone will in-
crease theneed for more accommodation and a larger
staff at the Royal Veterinary College. Ifitisdifficult
to carry on the work under present conditions, it
will become impossible under the new curriculum.

An International Veterinary Congress has just
been held in London and upwards of two thousand
delegates attended from all over the world. Most
of them visited the Royal Veterinary College and
must have wondered at the depressing and humiliat-
ing spectacle which is presented by this dilapidated
structure, the premier veterinary college of the
British Empire. It is to be hoped that the Govern-
ment will realise its responsibilities in this matter,
and take early steps to place the College on a sound
basis both as regards buildings and finance.
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Popular Science under Discussion,
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Jackson Keyser. Pp. xii +208. (New York:
Columbia University Press; London: Oxford
University Press, 1929.) 14s. net,.
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(Science for You Series.) Pp.viii +213. (London:
George Routledge and Sons, Ltd., 1929.) 5s. net.

(8) Science and the New Civilisation. By Robert A,
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Bernard Acworth. Pp. xxiv+229. (London:
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WHAT have you there ?
e B. The eight books on popular science that
I asked you, as an educated man disclaiming any
special knowledge of science, to read and to discuss
with me. They were written especially for people
like you.

A. Have you read them too ?

B. Well, T have to review them for NATURE ;
and I am reasonably conscientious. A discussion
with you might give me some useful ideas for the
review.

A. I am honoured. But how shall we begin ?
The books do not fall into any special order.

B. Shail we take them as they come ¢ Here is
Keyser’'s “ The Pastures of Wonder ', which ex-
plains the philosophy of mathematics, and bases
on that a philosophy of science. I suspect you
found it heavy going.

A. I must confess I did. I struggled along to
page 36, where I met my Waterloo: “If a pro-
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