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and was, as Lord President of the Council, for many 
years its official head. Everyone who has been 
connected with the Department knows the keen 
interest he took in its work and development and 
ho~ much it owes to his advice and sympathy, on 
which they felt they could rely in any case of diffi
culty : help was never given more gracefully or 
more tact.fullv. The same is true of the Medical 
Research Cou·ncil, in which he took deep interest. 

Lord Balfour was one of the pioneers in advocat
ing the application of research to industrv. In the 
Sidgwick Memorial Lecture for I 908 he said of it : 
"That on this we must rely for the improvement 
of the material conditions under which societies 
live is in my opinion obvious, though no one would 
conjecture it from a historic survey of political con
trov~rsy ". It was not only in industry that he re
cognised the importance of science, for in the same 
lecture he said : "Science is the great instrument 
?f social change , all the greater because its object 
1s not change but knowledge; and its silent appro
priation of this dominant function amirl the din of 
political and religious strife is the roost vital of all 
the revolutions which have marked the development 
of modern civilisation". 

A liking and aptitude for science were in Lord 
Bal.four's blood. His uncle, the late Marquis of 
Salisbury, was distinguished among statesmen by 
his interest in science, and was president of the 
British Association at the famous meeting at Oxford 
when Lord Rayleigh and Sir William Ramsay an
nounced the discovery of argon. Lord Balfour's 
brother, Frank Balfour, before be was thirty, was 
the most distinguished morphologist in Great 
Britain, and his tragic death when he was but thirty -
one affected (;am bridge more deeply than any event 
I can remember. 

Apart from hiR interest in science as a social and 
industrial force, Lord Balfour took a keen interest 
in it from the philosophical side and kept in close 
touch with modern developments. He had been a 
fellow of the Royal Society since 1888 and had 
served twice on its Council ; he was president of the 
British Association at the Cambridge meeting in 
1904, and gave a very characteris1,ic address which 
showed a close acquaintance with the new views 
about the nature of matter and was illuminated by 
witty and weighty criticisms of their philosophic 
aspect. Conversation on scien1,ific subjects with 
Lord Balfour was an intellectual tonic : he was so 
quick in seizing the points, in picking out those 
which were vital, and in foreseeing possible develop
ments. 

In 1919, Lord Balfour succeeded Lord Rayleigh 
as Chancellor of the 'Cniversity of C;ambridge, and 
was most active and helpful in securing the means 
for the erection of a new library for the University, 
the most important event in its recent history. He 
had previously been instrumental in securing a new 
professorship-the Arthur Balfour professorship of 
genetics. A short paper he v.Tote in 1910 induced 
an anonymous benefactor to offer to found the pro
fessorship provided it was associated with the name 
of Arthur Balfour. His connexion with Trinity Col
lege was long and intimate: he had been a member 
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of the College for sixt,y-four years and an honorary 
fellow for forty-two : two brothers, Gerald and 
Frank, and two brothers-in-law, Lord Rayleigh and 
Henry Sidgwick, were fellows of the College and 
took an especially active part in its work, and the 
connexion, much prized by the (;ollege, has been 
continued in the y01mger generations of his family. 

From Sir ALFRED EWING, K.C.B., 1<'.R.S., lately 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Edinburgh. 

I HA YE been asked to write a note about Lord 
Balfour's association with univernities, perhaps be
cause I served under him as Vice-Chancellor in one 
of them for thirteen years. Perhaps also because a. 
previous service under him at the Admiralty, when 
he was First Lord during the War, had created a 
personal link which the subsequent intercourse 
maintained and strengthened. Meeting Lord Bal
four from time to time in the serene yet vigorous 
evening of his life, one found in him continually 
more and more to admire and revere and love. 

Lord Balfour's connexion with universities is too 
big a subject for a brief note. He was Chancellor 
of tw<r--Edinburgh for thirty-nine years and Cam
bridge for eleven. He was honorary doctor of at 
least sixteen, rector of two, a member of the senate 
of another. He had been Gifford lecturer, Romanes 
lecturer, and so on. Such points of established 
contact meant much to the uni,orsities concerned. 
His immense influence and authority could be in
voked ; his advice could be sought ; his sym
pathetic comprehension of university affairs never 
failed. It was for such reasons that he undertook, 
in his double capacity as Chancellor of Cambridge 
and of Edinburgh, to lay the case for the universities 
before the Treasury, thereby securing a much
needed increase in the annual grants. 

To Balfour himself the academic atmosphere was 
congenial. He was conspicuously a fine flower of 
university culture. He understood the ways and 
aims of universities, their potentialities and their 
difficulties . In many addresses he spoke of them 
with insight and affection. He praised their past, 
noting especially how they had served as disinter
ested pioneers in scientific research. He had con
fidence in their future . But he was acutelv alive 
to the need of adaptation to altering corniitions. 
He saw that the promotion of research had become 
a public duty, to be undertaken on a scale larger 
than thPy could handle and needing greater re
sources. :Fortunately, it fell to him, as Lord 
President of the Council , to direct the development 
of scientific and industrial research as a. national 
task. 

Through his membership of Trinity, his brothers' 
fellowships there, the tenure of the Cavendish chair 
and, later, the Chancellorship by his brother-in-law, 
the late Lord Rayleigh, and the appointment-of his 
sister, Mrs. Sidgwick, to be head of Newnham, he 
had many ties with Cambridge. When he was 
asked to become Chancellor, he had already for a 
long time held the like office at Edinburgh, and it 
was typical of his courtesy that before accepting the 
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Cambridge invitation he consulted Edinburgh 
opinion as to whether there might be objection to 
his holding both. He was quickly reassured, and 
certainly neither University was prejudiced by his 
association with the other. 

With Edinburgh Balfour had a geographical con
nexion, for his ancestral home was not far off. 
When in residence at Whittingehame, it was easy 
for him to come to us. His visits were not infre
quent, especially after the claims of political life had 
grown less fosistent. Some occasions were cere
monial, others more private, and these he un
affectedly enjoyed. I recall his presiding when the 
Prince of Wales opened a new building and received 
an honorary degree. The Prince, duly 'capped', 
was called upon to speak, and to the delight of a 
vast concourse of undergraduates proceeded thus 
to chaff the Chancellor : 

This is by no means the first time, Mr. Chancellor, 
that we have met one another in circumstances such 
as these. You will doubtless recall a day at Cambridge 
when you were good enough to confer a degree upon 
me in Latin, a language with which, I regret to say, 
I am unable to claim great familiarity. Shortly 
afterwards I found myself in a position, as Chancellor 
of the University of Wales, to retaliate, when in 
admitting you to a degree at Cardiff it fell to my 
lot to address you at some length in Welsh. Now, 
for the third time, with no handicap on one side or 
the other, we.meet in a common tongue, and the 
match, if I may put it so, remains all square. 

Another notable occasion was the rectorial 
address of Mr. Baldwin, then Prime Minister. A 
bad tradition among Scottish students had made 
the address of the rector an opportunity for a 
'rag'. In pre - War days the Chancellor had 
suffered from this exuberance to an extent that 
strained even his good-nature. When I asked him 
to come he stipulated that this time there should 
be reasonable order. Accordingly I ,summoned the 
leaders of the students' unionist, liberal, and labour 
associations, the president of the athletic club, and 
one or two more, and showed them Lord Balfour's 
letter. They declared with one voice that in his 
presence order must be and would be kept. Sinking 
political differences they wrote a ' round robin ' 
begging him to trust them and come. He did, and 
was gratified to find them as good as their word. 
The suppressive measures were their own; if 
drastic, they were completely successful. It was 
the dawn of a new era. 

An example of a less formal visit was when 
Balfour came to talk to the students of history 
about the London Conference on Imperial Relations, 
and deftly countered an invited fire of questions. 
Another was when he presided at the first of Prof. 
Eddington's Gifford Lectures. Such contacts were, 
I think, as agreeable to him as to us. His greatness, 
his maturity, his detachment from the common
place, were no bar to intercourse. He would charm 
those he met into giving him of their best. To some 
he would talk philosophy, to others music, to others 
medicine, to others the bewildering developments 
of modern physics. There his bent towards science 
as well as philosophy found a double interest. He 
rejoiced in the escape of scientific thought from the 
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crude materialism which was vocal fifty years ago. 
He followed the kaleidoscopic changes of atomic 
theory with an alertness that was the envy of 
younger men. 

My last meeting with him has left a happy 
memory. It was on the day in July 1928 when, in 
honour of his eightieth birthday, he was entertained 
by the British Academv. At the luncheon he had 
b~en in great form, clearly delighted with the 
tribute and moved by it. That summer evening I 
met him again, sauntering hatless near his house, 
genial, buoyant, radiant. It was hard to believe 
he had eighty years behind him. Those whom the 
gods love die young: of that company was Balfour. 

From Sir FRANK HEATH, G.B.E. , K.C.B., formerly 
Secretary, Department of Scientific and Indus
trial Research. 

LORD BALFOUR was twice Lord President of the 
Council, first from October 1919 until the fall of 
the Coalition Government in October 1922, and 
again in 1925 on the death of Lord Curzon until 
the end of that Parliament in the spring of 1929. 
The Lord Presidency used to be considered a genera~ 
utility office. He converted it into a Ministry of 
Research. The idea was not born in his fertile brain, 
for a Committee of the Privy Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research and a similar Committee for 
Medical Research had been established during the 
War, and Lord Haldane's Committee on the Machin
ery of Government had recommended the creation 
of such a Ministry. But Lord Balfour it was who 
turned an experiment which many thought destined 
to disappear with other War-time devices into a 
reality which is now generally recognised as a per
manent and essential part of modern government. 
His unparalleled prestige in the political and intel
lectual worlds, his liberation from the rough-and
tumble of party politics, were favourable circum
stances, but his abiding faith in the power of science 
to promot& the happiness and well-being of man, 
his enthusiastic interest in the advance of know
ledge, his sympathy with the scientific outlook and 
with young people, and his long experience of the 
way in which things have to be done in Great 
Britain, were the decisive factors. 

He was constantly called away during his first 
Lord Presidency by urgent Imperial affairs, to the 
Foreign Office when Lord Curzon was abroad, to 
Geneva in the first critical months of the League 
of Nations, to the United States for the first and so 
far the only international conference that has led 
to disarmament, but he found time in 1921 to lay 
the first foundations of a comprehensive structure 
destined ultimately to bring the whole national ad
ministration within the range of scientific influence. 
He was chairman of a Cabinet committee appointed 
to study and report on the co-ordination of the 
scientific work of all Government departments. The 
need for economy had been the theme of discussion, 
and this was his way of meeting it. Even to outline 
the findings of that Committee is impossible here, 
but it led to a gradual and decisive rationalisation 
of the research work done by the Admiralty, War 
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