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at the East London College-Dr. A. Robertson, East 
London College, E.l (Mar. 30). Scientific officers 
and junior scientific officers under the Directorate 
of Scientific Research of the Air Ministry- The Chief 
Superintendent, R.A.E., Sout.h Farnborough, Rants 
(April 5). An assistant in the Jodrell Laboratory at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew- The Secretary, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 10 Whitehall 
Place, S.W.l (April 7). An assistant lecturer in 
mathematics at the University College of Hull-The 
Secretary, University College, Hull (April 14). Pro
fessors of botany, and geography and anthropology, 
at the University College of Wales, Aberystwyth-The 
Secretary, University College of Wales, Aberystwyth 
(April 23). A lecturer in palreontology and strati
graphy, two lecturers in geography, and a demon
strator in inorganic and physical chemistry, at Bed
ford College for Women-The Secretary. Bedford 
College for Women, Regent's Park, N.W.l (April 24). 

Three assistant inspectors of ancient monuments under 
the Commissioners of His Majesty's 'Vorks and Public 
Buildings-The Establishment Officer, H.M. Office of 
Works, Westminster, S.W.l (May 16). A radiologist at 
the Wellington General Hospital, N ew Zealand-The 
Seoretary, Wellington General Hospital, Wellington, 
New Zealand (May 20). Two assistant physicists, one 
a woman, under the Research Association of British 
Paint, Colour, and Varnish Manufacturers-The 
Director, Paint Research Association, Waldegrave 
Road, Teddington. A sanitary inspector under 
the Sudan Medical Service-The Controller, Sudan 
Government London Office, Wellington House, 
Buckingham Gate, S.W.l. A radiologist at the 
Mount Vernon Hospital-The Secretary, Mount 
Vernon Hospital 7 Fitzroy Square, W .l. A woman 
assistant under the Air Ministry, Kidbrooke, for 
Aeronautical Inspection Directorate Test House
Secretary, I.E.2, Air Ministry, W.C.2. 

Our Astronomical Column. 

New Comet, 1930 b.-The second cometary dis
covery of the year was made at Hamburg on Mar. 11 
by Mr. Beyer; the magnitude was give:p. as lOt, but 
as the object was seen in bright moonlight it may 
have been brighter than this. Subsequent search of 
plates exposed by Dr. Prager at N eubabelsberg, Berlin, 
revealed images. The following positions are from 
telegrams from the I.A.U. Bureau, Copenhagen: 

U.T. R.A. N. Dec!. Observer. Place. 
Mar. 2d 21 h 59·0m 6h Sm 12·86• 28° 3' 5" Prager Berlin 

3 21 ll·O 6 7 40·53 28 32 2 
11 20 30·5 6 5 20 32 22 Ha...;'burg 
13 18 49·9 6 5 11·33 33 14 2 Bianchi Milan 

The comet is well placed in the evening sky, and should 
be within reach of moderate instruments. 

M. Ebell has computed the following orbit and 
ephemeris of Beyer's comet; they have been tele
graphed from the I.A.U. Bureau: 

T 1930 April 22·212 U.T. 
w 26° 41' 
n 116 26 
i 71 28 

log q 0·31385 

Mar. 21 
25 
29 

EPHEMERIS FOR Qh. 

R.A. 
6h 5m 568 

6 7 12 
6 9 8 

N. Dec!. 
36° 13' 
37 45 
39 11 

There does not appear to be any sensible deviation 
from a p arabola in the orbit of comet 1929 d (Wilk). 
Mr. F. E. Seagrave deduced an orbit from observations 
extending over five weeks, which indicated a period 
of 20,000 years. 

Mars in 1926.-Prof. W. H. Pickering has for many 
years published in Popular Astronomy reports on the 
successive apparitions of Mars. His report on the 
1926 apparition appeared in December last. Thirty
six drawings by eight different observers are repro
duced. These are arranged in groups some 60° apart 
in longitude, so that drawings of the same region are 
grouped together. While there are large differences 
in style, the drawings of the separate observers to a 
large extent corroborate each other; some differences 
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are due to real changes on the planet, produced by 
clouds, or precipitation from them. The great 
majority of the canals on the drawings are confirmed 
by different observers, though some draw them much 
narrower than others. The total number of canals 
drawn was 189, of which 139 were confirmed by other 
observers. The lakes seem less certain; 110 were 
drawn, but only 69 confirmed. Prof. Pickering notes 
that the apparition of 1928 was probably the worst 
observed one in modern times ; still he exhorts ob
servers to send him such drawings as they were able 
to make, as it is undesirable in the interests of con
tinuity that it should pass unrecorded. 

The Zodiacal Light.-Two interesting notes about 
the appearance of this phenomenon have come to 
hand. In Astr. Nach., 5684, Mr. I. Yamamoto reports 
the observations of two Japanese astronomers, K. 
Araki and T. Kamei, on the morning of Nov. 3, 1929; 
the former noted that at 76° from the sun its width 
exceeded 40° and its brightness was twice that of the 
galaxy in Auriga. The latter noted that at 80° from 
the sun the width was 23°, and the brightness five times 
that of the galaxy in Monoceros. Nearer the sun it 
appeared to be narrower and fainter ; that may be 
due to lower altitude. Twilight had not begun at 
either station. The axis of the light lay very near 
the ecliptic according to Mr. Araki; Mr. Kamei noted 
that the base was on the ecliptic, but the apex some 
6° to the south of it. 

In a letter to the Editor, Mr. C. T. Jacob, stationed 
at Tuticorin, South India, states that about local 
midnight on the night of Jan. 30-31, 1930, the 
zodiacal light was visible simultaneously in the east 
and in the west ; the appearance was that of two 
nebulous triangles, the apices of which pointed to the 
zenith ; the western triangle was brighter and better 
defined than the other. The sky was so clear that the 
Milky Way could be traced right down to the horizon 
in the south. Mr. Jacob notes that there are no power
ful artificial lights in his neighbourhood that could 
have given rise to the glows that he describes. 

The late Mr. E. W. Maunder, in his account of the 
eclipse expedition of January 1898, noted that the 
zodiacal light was frequently very conspicuous in 
India. 
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