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with an appendix on enzymes and an index of all 
botanical references in the five volumes. 

References to the literature are given at the 
beginning of each table and at intervals in each 
section. Much out-of-the-way information is con
veyed, which will be useful for reference. But in 
some cases the tables would be more useful if the 
method of computing the results was given. Thus 
in the table giving the nucleoplasmic ratio in 
embryonic organs, reference to the original paper 
would be necessary to determine how the volumes 
were computed. Numerous graphs and four plates 
of figures of yeasts and moulds add to the value of a 
volume which should be of use both to morpho
logists and physiologists. 

H andbuch der biologischen A rbeitsmethoden. Hera us
gegeben von Prof. Dr. Emil Abderhalden. 
Lieferung 293. Abt. 9 : M ethoden der Er
forschung der Leistungen des tierischen Organ
ismus, Teil4, Heft 3. Methoden der Erforschung 
bestimmter Funktionen bei einzelnen Tierarten. 
Methoden und Technik der Nerven- und Muskel
physiologie bei wirbellosen Tieren. Von H. J. 
Jordan und P. J. van der Feen. Pp. 295-438. 
(Berlin und Wien : Urban und Schwarzenberg, 
1929.) 8 gold marks. 

THE present sub-section of this comprehensive 
undertaking will be found especially useful to 
workers in marine and in general physiology, as 
well as to those devoting themselves to the study 
of muscle and nerve phenomena. General methods 
for the investigation of the tone of smooth muscle 
are described, as well as special details of technique 
for dealing with the representative types of in
vertebrates. 

What Darwin Really Said : connected Extracts 
from the " Origin of Species ". With an Intro
duction by Prof. Julian Huxley. (Routledge 
Introductions to Modern Knowledge. No. 8.) 
Pp. 80. (London : George Routledge and Sons, 
Ltd., 1929.) 6d. net. 

BY a judicious selection of extracts, Prof. Huxley 
here presents the pith of Darwin's argument in 
support of the theory of natural selection, and in 
such a way that the layman in biology should have 
no difficulty either in grasping the essentials or in 
avoiding misconceptions. The introduction, after 
showing the .far-reaching effect of the appearance of 
" The Origin of Species ", contains a valuable dis
cussion of the present position in the light of recent 
advances in biological knowledge, especially of 
Mendelism ; while occasional footnotes direct atten
tion to facts not known to Darwin. A short biblio
graphy of modern works relating to evolution, and a 
glossary, are included. 

Insect Pests and their Control in South Africa. By 
Dr. Charles K. Brain. Pp. xii + 468 +viii. (Cape 
Town: Die Nasionale Pers Beperk, 1929.) n.p. 

IN view of the enormous losses occasioned by insect 
pests to the farmers of South Africa, we welcome 
this first attempt to provide them with a manual of 
the subject, with methods of control. Dr. Brain 

has brought to his task wide experience of his 
subject and has succeeded in producing a thoroughly 
sound, well-illustrated book which is both practical 
and scientifically accurate. Within a compass of 
rather more than 460 pages, he discusses every pest 
of importance to the grower and stock-raiser in 
South Africa, besides providing chapters on bee
keeping, the relations of insects to human and 
animal diseases, and the general principles of control 
methods. 

English Wild Life. By Eric Parker. (The English 
Heritage Series.) Pp. xi+ 180. (London, New 
York and Toronto : Longmans, Green and Co., 
Ltd., 1929.) 3s. 6d. net. 

THAT the old order changeth is sadly true of the 
English countryside to those whose memories 
extend back to the last century. It is thus good to 
have this record of what the wild life, both animal 
and plant, of England has meant and means to an 
all-round naturalist and (quondam) sportsman who 
has a knowledge of the fauna and flora of moors and 
fields, woods and forests, foreshores, rivers, lakes, 
and mountain peaks. May his pleasant little 
volume achieve some measure of preservation of our 
heritage before it is too late. 

AnimalsLookingat You. ByPaulEipper. Trans
lated by Patrick Kirwan. Pp. vi+ 187 + 32 
plates. (London and New York: G. P. Put
nam's Sons, 1929.) lOs. 6d. net. 

THIS remarkable work should be read by all 
zoologists and others interested in animal life. It 
consists of what can best be described as a series 
of vivid verbal vignettes of incidents observed at 
Hagenbech's Stellingen zoo and elsewhere, and 
reveals much of the characters and temperaments of 
the great beasts and birds lodged in such estab
lishments. The thirty-two magnificent photo
graphic illustrations are as striking as the text itself. 
The translation is very well done. 

Geography. 

Practical Hints to Scientific Travellers. Edited by 
Prof. H. A. Brouwer. Vol. 6. Pp. v + 177 + 12 
plates. (The Hague : Martinus Nijhoff, 1929.) 
5 guilders ; 8s. 6d. 

THE sixth volume of this useful work, which now 
appears in a handier form than that of the first two 
volumes, treats of travel in Canada, the Argentine, 
Madagascar, tropical West Africa, and Oceania. 
The articles vary in scope and treatment, as is 
obviously desirable in such diverse regions, but all 
are of an entirely practical character and should be 
very helpful to the scientific traveller. No attempt 
is made to compete with volumes on various aspects 
of the countries or to furnish guides or handbooks. 
Attention is concentrated on methods of travel, 
equipment, maps, food, and manners and customs 
that might affect the traveller. The articles on the 
Argentine and West Africa are specially valuable, 
but all are useful and are written by men of practical 
experience. 
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