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Our Bookshelf. 

Ethnography. 
The Corridors of Time. By Harold Peake and 

Herbert John Fleure. Vol. 5: The Steppe and 
the Sown. Pp. 160. Vol. 6: The Way of the 
Sea. Pp. viii+ 168. (Oxford : Clarendon Press ; 
London: Oxford University Press, 1929.) 5s. 
net each. 

IN these two volumes the authors of the " Corridors 
of Time " pass definitely to that phase of archffio
logical studies in which the comparative method 
on broad lines must at the very least take equal 
place with the intensive study of local conditions. 

Each of these two volumes has, in a sense, a 
dramatic unity and a central theme, better ex
pressed perhaps in the title of the first than the 
second. In " The Steppe and the Sown " the 
nomads of the plains of southern Russia, who, as 
it has been suggested, may have been the earJiest 
Aryans, made more mobile by the domination of 
the horse, overrun and conquer the agricultural 
peoples, settling as overlords in eastern and central 
Europe, and ultimately reaching or affecting Meso
potamia, the Troad, the Balkans and Greece, 
Crete, and even Egypt, possibly giving rise to the 
Hittite Empire at a date later than that to which 
this volume extends. "The Way of the Sea", 
which carries the story down to about 2000 B.c., 
deals not so much with the migrations of peoples 
as the great movements of cultures, world-wide and 
more or less lasting in their effects on indigenous 
civilisation, whether due to actual racial contact 
or to trade, not only by sea but also by land routes. 
The range and character of the megalith, the 
spread of a knowledge of the use of metal, and the 
distribution of the ' beaker ' are interpreted in 
terms of a widely extending continuity of contact. 

The authors have analysed the evidence with no 
little ingenuity in attacking some crucial diffi
culties. In particular their view that the spread 
of the beaker must be regarded as a westward 
movement from eastern Europe seems more in 
accord with probabilities than that which regards 
it as an eastward spread from Spain. Their treat
ment of the history of the great centres of civilisa
tion, Mesopotamia, Babylon under Hammurabi, 
the beginnings of the Hittite Empire, Crete and the 
eastern Mediterranean and Egypt, is necessarily 
summary in character and can touch only on the 
evidence for the main trend of events. 

The Heroic Age of India: a Comparative Study. 
By Prof. N. K. Sidhanta. (The History of 
Civilization Series.) Pp. viii+ 232. (London: 
Kegan Paul and Co., Ltd. ; New York : Alfred 
A. Knopf, 1929.) 12s. 6d. net. 

.AN account of the heroic age of India fittingly finds 
a place in a series which aims at covering the history 
of civilisatio,n. Regarded integrally in its effect on 
the life of the peoples of India, the heroic age, as a 
phase of culture, must rank as an epoch of funda
mental importance ; but it has also to be recog-

nised that in all probability it is, in mythical form, 
a record of one of a number of racial movements in 
world history which, having certain features in 
common, are mutually illuminative, and even in 
some cases may be interrelated. Prof. Sidhanta, 
throughout his study of the heroic age of India, 
points out again and again the similarities in the 
epic stories contained in the Mahabharata, the 
Puranas, and the Ramayana, and those of the 
Iliad and Odyssey, Beowulf, and the Serbian 
cycle of Marko, the hero of the battle of Kossovo. 

Study of the Indian epic cycle presents grave 
difficulties to the student who is not also an expert 
in the interpretation of Indian literature. The 
religious and philosophic interest of a later age 
has remoulded these stories, thrusting the more 
purely heroic theme into the background. Prof. 
Sidhanta has done a valuable service in extracting 
from the poems the material which serves to 
throw light upon the chronology, the social system, 
and the religion enshrined in the tangled story of 
the heroes in the great struggle between Kauravas 
and Pandavas. 

As has been said, the author refers frequently 
to the other great heroic sagas in the world's 
history. In seeking to explain the genesis of the 
heroic epic and the conditions of society which the 
heroic epic depicts, his method is literary rather 
than sociological. Had he carried his analysis a 
little further and on sociological lines, it would 
have been apparent that the resemblances represent 
a racial reaction-the reaction of Nordic peoples
to analogous conditions. 

(1) People of the Small Arrow. By J. H. Driberg. 
Pp. v + 338. (London : George Routledge and 
Sons, Ltd., 1930.) lOs. 6d. net. 

(2) Jungle Gods. By Carl von Hoffman. Edited 
by Eugene Lohrke. Pp. xxiv + 286 + 20 plates. 
(London : Constable and Co., Ltd., 1929.) 
lOs. net. 

(1) MR. DRIBERG's "People of the Small Arrow" 
is a graphic description of characteristic events in 
the life of the Didinga of the hill country of the 
Sudan bordering upon Abyssinia. The name here 
used is derived from the miniature arrow with 
which they bleed their cattle. Mr. Driberg was 
the first European to visit them, and a residence of 
some years among them has given him an intimate 
knowledge upon which he has been able to base 
these sketches of the normal course of their daily 
life. Drought, warfare, cattle tending, agriculture, 
love, marriage, birth and death, are all described 
graphically as we would look to a novelist or de
scriptive writer to deal with the life of a community 
in a western civilisation. Mr. Driberg's special, 
and it may be said difficult, task has been to make 
intelligible the springs of action in custom and 
belief which determine the conduct of the individ
uals as individuals and as members of the social 
organism. 

(2) In "Jungle Gods", Capt. v. Hoffman is 
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