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A COMPREHENSIVE and attractive tour of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland has been arranged to 
follow the World Poultry Congress to be held at the 
Crystal Palace on July 22-30. The tour, which is 
limited exclusively to delegates, will extend from 
July 31 to Aug. 11, and has been designed to combine 
a visit to places of interest to agriculturists in general 
and poultry farmers in particular, with a run through 
the beauty spots and historic centres of England, 
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. The project has been 
assisted by the Irish Free State, which has organised 
a tour to be taken en route. Governments, munici
palities, and other bodies will entertain the visitors. 
The cost of the tour will be twenty-five guineas. 

THE Ministry of Health has issued a memorandum 
on the treatment of tuberculosis (Memo. 131 BjT.), 
being an analysis of work done during the year 1928 
under the scheme of local authorities for the treatment 
of the disease. The returns include the death-rates 
from tuberculosis per million of population in different 
areas, which show considerable variations. The 
counties with the highest rates are Durham (1059) 
and Cornwall (1032), while Rutland has the lowest 
(501). Of the county boroughs, South Shields has the 
highest rate (2135) and Southport the lowest (631). 
Gloucester and Canterbury, which might be expected 
to be very similar, have rates of 689 and 1235 respect
ively. Of Metropolitan boroughs, Hampstead has 
the lowest rate (536) and Finsbury the highest (1639), 
the City of London being second with 1537. The 
average rate for all England is 924. Another memo
randum (Memo. 146/T.) details changes necessi-

tated by the Local Government Act, 1929, in t,he 
arrangements for the treatment of tuberculous ex
service men so far as chargeable to the Ministry of 
Pensions. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned :-An assist
ant bacteriologist in the Department of Pathology and 
Bacteriology of the University of Sheffield-The 
Registrar, The University, Sheffield (Mar. 3). A head 
of the Chemistry and Industrial Chemistry Depart
ment of the Cardiff Technical College-The Principal, 
Technical College, Cardiff (Mar. 8). A resident radio
logist at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Rochester-The 
Secretary, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Rochester 
(Mar. 11 ). A lecturer in mining subjects at University 
College, Nottingham-The Registrar, University Col
lege, Nottingham (Mar. 15). A Montague Burton 
professor of industrial relations at the University 
College of South Wales and Monmouthshire-The 
Registrar, University College, Cardiff (Mar. 15). A 
chemist in the Cereal Division of the Experimental 
Farms Branch, Department of Agriculture, Canada
(Particulars and application forms from The Secretary, 
High Commissioner for Canada, Canada House, 
Trafalgar Square, S.W.1) The Secretary, Civil Service 
Commission, Ottawa, Canada (April 17). A pro
fessor of engineering at University College, Southamp
ton-The Registrar, University College, Southampton 
(April 22). An assistant professor of physiology and 
pharmacology in the University of Alberta-The 
Secretary to the Board of Governors, University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta. 

Our Astronomical Column_ 
New Comet 1930a.-The first cometary discovery 

of 1930 appears to have been made independently in 
two places: (I) by Mr. L. Peltier, at Delphos, Ohio; 
and (2) by Drs. Schwassmann and Wachmann at 
Bergedorf. The following observations have come to 
hand from the I.A.U. Bureau, Copenhagen, the second 
being made by Prof. G. van Biesbroeck: 

U.T. R.A. 1930·0. N. Dec!. 1930·0. Place. 

Feb. 18d 22h 29m.4 9h 39m 408·27 34° 46' 11" Bergedorf 
20 4 19·9 9 22 38·93 40 21 55 Yerkes 

The magnitude was given as 10 on Feb. 18, and 11 on 
Feb. 20. The deduced daily motion is - 13! min., 
North 4!0

• The comet is probably fairly near the 
earth, from its very rapid motion. Owing to its 
high north declination, it is observable throughout 
the night. Mr. Peltier was the co-discoverer with 
Mr. Wilk of Comet 1925 XI. 

The following elements and ephemeris of Comet 
1930a, computed by Mr. J. P. Moller, Copenhagen, 
have been telegraphed by the I.A.U. Burea.u: 
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Astro-Photography of the Future.-Dr. G. W. 
Ritchey contributes another article, in continuation 
of that referred to in NATURE of Feb. I, p. 180, to 
L' Illustration of Jan. IS. Several further photographs 
of nebulre, both diffuse and planetary, are beautifully 
reproduced; all except one of these (the obscure 
nebula south of t Orionis, photographed by Duncan) 
are taken from his own plates obtained with the 
60-inch reflector at Mount Wilson Observatory. Dr. 
Ritchey gives a brief history of our knowledge of 
nebulre, and describes with a certain amount of detail 
the particular objects illustrated. It is not clear, he 
says, why the chief observatories of the world, which 
are richly endowed, and the principal institutions 
formed for the advancement of science, do not unite 
to establish a large photographic telescope at some 
carefully chosen, elevated, and unpopulated place, in 
latitude about 25° S., where the star clouds and 
nebulre of the Sagittarius region-which certainly 
form the most important and interesting part of the 
Milky Way and have been comparatively unexamined 
by powerful modern instruments owing to the 
situation of the latter in northern latitudes--could 
be effectively investigated. If some friend of astro
nomy would provide the funds for such an under
taking, unsuspected and incredible discoveries would 
be made, to the great profit of science and education. 
The resources and possibilities of celestial photography 
have scarcely begun to be explored. Vital details have 
been almost totally neglected. When they are given 
the attention they deserve, a new celestial photography 
will be born, and the results will be incomparably 
more useful and important for thinking humanity than 
those obtained up to the present. 
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