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comparative psychology. Moral and social develop-
ment were then studied in his ““ Morals in Evolu-
tion” (1906), in which he utilises on a magnificent
scale the data of anthropology and history in the
establishment of a social morphology indispensable
to the evolutionary point of view in sociology.
Armed with the conclusions derived from these
researches into empirical fact, Hobhouse returned
to the metaphysical problem in his ““ Development
and Purpose ” (1913 ; revised and rewritten in
1927). He shows that developmeént consists in the
extension of harmony through a series of syntheses.
Development proceeds by the liberation of elements
originally in conflict, the building up of structures of
varying degrees of plasticity and coherence. The
power behind this liberation and these syntheses is
mind, essentially a correlating activity, manifested
in all orderly structure, but more clearly in living
organisms, which are interpreted as a modification
of mechanical structure by teleological factors, and
eventually emerging in the form of conscious pur-
pose in the human mind, as expressed in the ad-
vancing movement of civilisation. Mind is, on
this view, not coextensive with reality, but is the
principle of orderly growth within it. It is limited
by the material it works upon, and its purposes
themselves undergo development. His funda-
mental principle, which he entitles ° conditioned
teleology ’, is examined both from the point of view
of the logical requirements of systematic explana-
tion and its value as an instrument in scientific
investigation in the fields of biology and sociology.
In a further series of works collectively entitled
the ‘“ Principles of Sociology ” (1918-1924), Hob-
house sought once more to apply his basic con-
ception of mind as a correlating agency to the
problems of social life. In the first of these, ““ The
Metaphysical Theory of the State’ (1918), he gave
what is now generally regarded as the most pene-
trating criticism of the Hegelian theory of the
State and prepared the ground for a social philo-
sophy which would do justice at once to individual
development and the requirements of the common
good. In the ““ Rational Good ” (1921) he works
out his ethical theory of the good as a harmony of

mind with its objects, a consilience of all living
experience in a comprehensive system of purposes.
In the ‘ Elements of Social Justice” (1922) he
applies these ethical ideas to the problems of social
organisation and proves their value by the light
which he is able to make them throw upon the
practical problems of economids and politics.
Finally, in his ““ Social Development >’ (1924) he
gives us a synthesis of his scientific and philosophic
studies bearing on the human problem. He first
studies development from the point of view of
empirical science and seeks to correlate the several
aspects of social change in the light of non-ethical
criteria analogous to those that might be employed
in the study of biology. He then turns to the
ethical problem of valuation, and finally argues
that social and ethical development have a common
end, rooted in the fact that the good is to be found
in organic harmony. Taken together, these works
must assuredly come to be recognised as the most
comprehensive and scientific attempt that has yet
been made to trace out the working and possibili-
ties of rational purpose in human evolution.

Prof. Hobhouse was profoundly interested in the
bearings of recent developments in the physical
sciences upon the nature and validity of knowledge,
as will be evident to readers of the revised edition
of ¢ Development and Purpose . He intended to
devote himself on retiring from the chair of sociology
to work on these problems. His sudden death has
deprived the world of the results of his ripe specula-
tion in this field of thought, and this can only deepen
our sense of the loss of a great thinker, distinguished
alike by a rare nobility and beauty of character,
and by magnificent intellectual grasp and power.

MOoRRIS - GINSBERG.

WE regret to announce the following deaths :

Sir Baldwin Spencer, K.C.M.G., F.R.S., emeritus
professor of biology in the University of Melbourne
and author, with F. J. Gillen, of works on the
Australian aborigines, aged sixty-nine years.

Dr. W. J. Viljoen, Superintendent-General of Educa-
tion of the Cape Province and first vice-chancellor of
the University of South Africa, aged fifty-nine years.

News and Views.

Ix his presidential address to the British Medical
Association, delivered at Manchester on July 23,
Prof. A. H. Burgess reviewed some aspects of the
influence of other sciences upon the practice of modern
surgery. The era of ‘modern’ surgery was in-
augurated by Lister, and the present use of aseptic
methods is merely the natural advance from the
antiseptic technique as originally practised : anti-
septics are still used for cleansing the skin and when
sepsis is already present. As a sequel to the safety
engendered by the use of these methods, the surgeon
has access to all parts of the body, the spinal canal
and thoracic cavity as well as the abdomen. Perhaps
surgery is most indebted to the two sciences of
physics and physiology during more recent years :
it is only necessary to mention the aid brought by
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radiology, and radium and light therapy, by localisa-
tion of function in the brain, by the use of blood
transfusion, by the discovery of vitamin D and insulin,
and by the development of biochemical methods of
investigating the body’s functions. Prof. Burgess
recalled in some detail the influence which these
various discoveries had exerted upon surgical treat-
ment. X-rays were first used in the accurate diagnosis
of injuries to the bones and in diseases of the chest,
the bones being relatively opaque and the lungs
transparent : where the density of neighbouring
tissues is similar, it is now the practice to administer
or inject either a substance which is opaque to the
rays, or air, which is transparent, and so by displac-
ing tissues or tissue fluids enables a differentiation of
the organ under examination to be made from the
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