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South African natives, investigations on pneumonia, 
cerebro-spinal fever, effects of dust inhalation, and the 
estimation and elimination of dust in ' dusty ' 
occupations, and a mosquito survey in Zululand. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned :-An assistant 
in the technical education branch of the department 
of the West Riding Education Committee-The Educa
tion Department, County Hall, Wakefieid (Jan 28). 
A public analyst and agricultural analyst for the City 
of Cardiff-The Medical Officer of H ealth, City Hall, 
Cardiff (Jan. 31). An agricultural economist at the 
West of Scotland Agricultural College-The Secretary, 
West of Scotland Agricultural College, 6 Blythswood 
Square, Glasgow (Jan. 31). _ A technician in the 
department of zoology of the University of Edin
burgh, for assistance in research and the prepara
tion of microscopic slides for class use ; also a 
museum curator in the same department- The 
Secretary, The "University, Edinburgh (Feb. 1). A 
research assistant in the Leather Industries Depart
ment of the University of Leeds-The Registrar, 
The University, Leeds (Feb. 4). A bio-chemist at 
the antitoxin establishment of the Metropolitan 
Asylums Board- The Clerk, Metropolitan Asylums 
Board, Victoria Embankment, E.C.4 (Feb. 6). A 
principal of the Dundee Technical College and School 

of Art-The Secretary, Technical College, Bell Street, 
Dundee (Feb. 8). A head of the m echanical and civil 
engineering department of the Sunderland Technical 
College-The Chief Education Officer, 15 John Street, 
Sunderland (Feb. 9). Two appointments in the Forest 
Service of Burma-The Secretary to the High Com
missioner for India, General Department, 42 Grosvenor 
Gardens, S.W.1 (April 6). A full-time teacher of 
engineering at the Verdin Technical School, Northwick 
-TheDirector of Education, D ept. 'C,' County Educa
tion Offices, City Road, Chester. Two junior assistants 
(male ) unde t· the directorate of ballistics research , 
Research Department, Woolwich-The Chief Super
intendent, Research Department, Woolwich, S.E.18. 
A secretary to the Pharmacopmia Commission of the 
General Medical Council-The Acting Secretary, 
British Pharmacopmia Commission, General Medical 
Council, 44 Hallam Street, W ,I. A junior professional 
assistant in the Meteorological Office-The Secretary 
(S.1), Air Ministry, Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 
An assistant physicist in experimental depart
ment of the Fine Cotton Spinners' and Doublers' 
Association, Ltd.-The Chief of the Experimental 
Department of the Association, Rock Bank, Bolling
ton, near Macclesfield. A physicist for research work 
in the laboratories of the British Boot, Shoe, and 
Allied Trades Research Association-The Secretary 
of the Association, 19 Bedford Square, W.C.l. 

Our Astronomical Column. 

FoRBEs's CoMET.-The following observations of 
this comet were obtained by Dr. H. E. Wood at the 
Union Observatory, Johannesburg: 

JU.T. 
Nov. 21·07734 

26·07167 
30·07286 

Dec. 1·06356 

R.A. 1928·0. 
12h gm 29·318 
12 22 3·48 
12 32 45·00 
12 35 22·30 

S.'Decl. 1928·0. 
21° 43' 44·5" 
25 12 47·4 
27 38 48 ·3 
28 12 20·4 

Using these in combination with positions obtained 
at Algiers, Lick, and Y erkes Observatories, Dr. 
A. C. D. Crommelin has deduced the following 
elliptical elements : 

T 
w 

i 
rf> 

log q 
Period 

1928 Nov. 5·02378 U.T. 
196° 0' 13·6") 
250 5 19 ·1 J- 1928·0 

28 54 6·1 
67 48 54·2 

9·8723448 
31·9448 years. 

The identity with comets 1818 I. (Pons) and 
1873 VII. (Coggia-Winnecke) may now be looked on 
as established. The identity of these two was already 
considered probable by W eiss and Schulhof, but the 
observed arcs in 1818 and 1873 were only 4 and 5 days, 
so the matter remained conjectural. The fact that 
the period found is much closer to 27 i than to 55 
years makes it likely that the comet has made four 
revolutions since 1818, which would give a mean 
period of 27 ·69 years. If this is correct, then the 
comet 1457 I. (observed by Toscanelli and also in 
China) is probably the same comet, there being 
thirteen revolutions between 1457 and 1818, with a 
mean duration of each of 27·77 years . The following 
a re the elements of this comet, necessarily somewhat 
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uncerta in owing to the want of precision of observa
tions at that date : 

T 1457 Jan. 18·0, w 194·9°, fl 249·7°, 
i 13·3°, log q 9·847. 

The discoverer of the comet at this apparition is 
Mr. A . F. J. Forbes, of Rosebank, Cape Town, who is 
an architect by profession, and treasurer and librarian 
of the Cape centre of the Astronomical Society of 
South Africa. He has been engaged for some months 
in sweeping for comets, using an 8-inch reflector which 
he constructed himself. 

The comet is now in south declination 42°, so it is 
out of reach of most northern observatories. It is to 
be hoped that it will be observed over a sufficiently 
long arc to determine the elements, especially the 
period, with great precision. 

ARGON IN THE SoLAR CoRONA.-In NATURE for 
Feb. 4, 1928, a letter by I. M. Freeman appeared, stat
ing that a number of hitherto unidentified lines in the 
coronal spectrum had been attributed to argon, and 
promising further details in a forthcoming paper. This 
paper has now appeared in the Astrophysical Journal, 
vol. 68, p. 177. The investigation of argon was sug
gested by the fact that three recurring differences of 
wave-number between pairs of coronal lines agreed 
with the three chief term differences in the argon 
spectrum as investigated by Meissner. Twenty-two 
unknown lines of the corona are attributed with great 
plausibility to well-known argon lines, while combina
tion lines of argon account for a further ten. Transi
tions from metastable states are not involved in these 
identifications, which is in accord with Eddington's 
theories. A possible test of these results lies in the fact 
that two different combinations give a line very close 
to the bright green coronal line, the separation being 
about 0·1 A., so that it should b!'l possible at future 
eclipses to detect the doublet structure of this line. 
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