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International Association of Journalists, and as 
such was mainly responsible for the organisation 
of the International Press Conference in London 
last year. 

Even this list does not exhaust the record of 
Mr. Gaster's activities. He used to affirm that he 
was a member of no less than thirty different 
scientific and technical committees. To every 
piece of work he undertook he brought boundless 
enthusiasm and indomitable perseverance. He 
delighted in meeting and disarming opposition, and 
few could resist his diplomacy and personal charm. 
It was, perhaps, in international activities that his 
special gifts found their chief application. Born 
in Rumania, educated in Switzerland, and with a 
wide knowledge of foreign countries, he was at once 
at home in any international gathering. This 
knowledge stood him in good stead in connexion 
with his work on the International Commission on 
Illumination, and in his conduct of the affairs of 
the British International Association of Journalists. 

Mr. Gaster's foresight and sagacity, especially 
displayed in connexion with illuminating engineer
ing, were remarkable. He had a genius for the 
correlation of different fields of scientific work and 
for discovering opportunities for joint effort which 
few would have perceived. He used to describe 
his occupation humorously as a ' committee pro
moter,' but he also found time for a considerable 
consulting engineering practice, where his know
ledge of the world and powers of diplomacy proved 
quite as valuable as his technical skill. He was 

a man who made friends by instinct, and was equally 
well known in journalistic and scientific circles. 
It is no exaggeration to say that his name was 
known all over the world. His early death-in 
spite of his achievements he was only fifty-five 
years of age-will be widely regretted and his loss 
severely felt. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths: 
Dr. Emil Bose, formerly of the Geological Survey 

of Mexico and the author of numerous contributions 
on the Mesozoic of Mexico and the Permian of western 
Texas, on Nov. 8, aged fifty-nine years. 

Prof. C. Diener, professor of palreontology in the 
University of Vienna, and a foreign correspondent of 
the Geological Society of London, well known as the 
editor of the " Fossilium Catalogus," on Jan. 6, aged 
sixty-five years. 

Sir Dyce Duckworth, Bart., president of the Clinical 
Society of London from 1891 until 1893 and corre
spondant etranger of the Paris Academy of Medicine, 
on Jan. 20, aged eighty-seven years. 

Mr. E. Kay Robinson, well known as a writer and 
lecturer on natural history tppics, on Jan. 20, aged 
seventy-two years. 

Prof. F. L. Washburn, professor of entomology at 
the University of Minnesota, and State entomologist 
from 1902 until 1918, on Oct. 15, aged J:'ixty-seven 
years. 

Dr. Israel C. White, State geologist for West Vir
ginia since 1897, in which year he was a vice-president 
of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, on Nov. 24, aged seventy-nine years. 

News and Views. 
PROF. ARTHUR HuTCHINSON, who has been elected 

Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge, to fill the 
vacancy caused by the sudden death of Dr. Hadley, 
shares with Prof. Seward the honour of combining 
the offices of Master of his College and professor of 
a department of science in the University·. Prof. 
Hutchinson was educated at Clifton (1879) and 
Christ's College, Cambridge (1884), graduating in 
1888 with a first class in both parts of the Natural 
Sciences Tripos, having taken chemistry as his 
subject in Part 2. His first paper, published in 
1889, was the result of work in collaboration with 
M. M. Pattison Muir " On a Cubical Form of 
Bismuthous Oxide." He next studied in Gennany 
at Munich and at Wiirzburg, taking his Ph.D. 
at the latter University and carrying out research 
under Emil Fischer on the reduction of aromatic 
amides. Returning to Cambridge, he worked with 
W. Pollard on" Lead Tetra-Acetate and the Plumbic 
Salts," publishing the results in 1893 and 1896. In 
1895, the professor of mineralogy appointed him 
demonstrator of mineralogy, and under this title 
for many years he gave almost all the lectures for 
the first year course in mineralogy and crystallography. 
It was not until 1923 that the University appointed 
him lecturer in crystallography. He eventually 
succeeded to the professorship after the death of 
Prof. Lewis in 1926. 
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PROF. HuTCHINSON's connexion with Pembroke 
College dates from his election to a fellowship in 
1893. He held the office of assistant-tutor from 
1900 until his election as president of the College 
in 1926. In the meantime he had served the Uni
versity on many boards, and was secretary of the 
General Board of Studies from 1920 until 1925. 
During theW ar, he carried out tests for the Admiralty 
on gas helmets, and for this and other services was 
awarded the O.B.E. He was president of the 
Mineralogical Society from 1921 until 1924, and was 
elected a fellow of the Royal Society in 1922. Lectures 
and college work left little time for scientific research, 
yet from 1900 to 1910 no year passed without his 
making some notable contribution to mineralogy, 
and in addition he prepared the section on minera
logical chemistry for the Annual Reports of the 
Chemical Society from 1905 until 1913. His first 
purely mineralogical paper, "On Stokesite, a New 
Mineral Containing Tin, from Cornwall," was a remark
able example of a complete chemical and physical 
determination made on a minute amount of material. 
This was followed by papers on the chemical com
position and optical characters of chalybite, a study 
of the diathermancy and optical characters of anti
monite, and on the composition of lengenbachite. 
More recent important contributions are on the 
stereographic and gnomonic projections and on 
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