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            Abstract
The natural phytoalexin resveratrol (3, 5, 4′-trihydroxystilbene) exhibits both chemopreventive and antitumor activities through a variety of mechanisms. We have shown previously that resveratrol-induced apoptosis of a human colon cancer cell line involved the redistribution of CD95 (Fas/Apo-1) into lipid rafts. Here, we show that, in colon cancer cells that resist to resveratrol-induced apoptosis, the polyphenol also induces a redistribution of death receptors into lipid rafts. This effect sensitizes these tumor cells to death receptor-mediated apoptosis. In resveratrol-treated cells, tumor necrosis factor (TNF), anti-CD95 antibodies and TNF-related apoptosis-inducing ligand (TRAIL) activate a caspase-dependent death pathway that escapes Bcl-2-mediated inhibition. Resveratrol does not enhance the number of death receptors at the surface of tumor cells but induces their redistribution into lipid rafts and facilitates the caspase cascade activation in response to death receptor stimulation. The cholesterol sequestering agent nystatin prevents resveratrol-induced death receptor redistribution and cell sensitization to death receptor stimulation. Thus, whatever its ability to induce apoptosis in a tumor cell, resveratrol induces redistribution of death receptors into lipid rafts. This redistribution sensitizes the cells to death receptor stimulation. Such a sensitizing effect may be of therapeutic interest if TRAIL agonists are introduced in clinics.
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