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petrology at the University. He retained this 
post until his retirement in 1906 as emeritus pro
fessor and emeritus director of the Mineralogical 
:and Petrological Institute of the University. He 
was then ennobled as Tschermak von Seysenegg. 
In 1875 he was made a full member of the Vienna 
Academy of Sciences. He was also honorary 
member of the scientific academieR of Berlin, 
Gottingen, Munich, PariR, Rome, Leningrad ttnd 
Sweden. He waR foreign mem her of the Minera
logical Society and of the Geological Society of 
London. 

The firRt edition of Tschcrmak's treatise on 
mineralogy was pu blishcd in 1881 and the sixth in 
1905. In 1871 he established the Mineralogische 
Mitteilungen, which formed for a time a portion of 
the Jahrbuch der Kaiserlich-Koniglich geologischen 
Reichsanstalt. In 1878 it became the Mineralo
gische und petrographische Mitteilungen (familiarly 
known as Tschermak's Mitteilungen), which still 
continues. 

Tschermak's most important work was on the 
constitution of the Rilicates. So early as 1865 he 
published a paper on the felspar group, a synopsis 
of which appeared in the Geological Magazine for 
the o;ame year. In this he showed that the plagio
clase felspars arc built up of varying proportions 
of albite and anorthite, minerals which closely re
semble each other in their crystalline form and in 
their molecular volumes. This formed the starting
point of Becke's work on the same ,;ubject. Tseher
mak afterwards applied similar principles to the 

amphiboles, the pyroxenes, the micas, the scapo
lites, the chlorites, and the tourmalines, as well as 
to the rhombohedral carbonates. He "also claimed 
that he could obtain definite silicic acids by 
treatment of silicates with acid solutions, but this 
contention has not been universally accepted. He 
gave considerable time to the study of meteorites, 
of which a fine collection is hou,;ed in the mu,;eum 
at Vienna. 

T,;chermak married Fraulein Hermine Fenzl, 
who AnrviveR him. HiH two sons hold profes:mr
ships, at Vienna and Prague respectively. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths: 
Sir WilliroG Ashley, emeritus professor of commerce 

in the of Birmingham and president in 
1907 and 1924 of Section F (Economics) of the British 
Association, on .July 2il, aged Rixty-scvcn years. 

Sir Bryan Dunkin, honorary member of the Royal 
Medico-Psychological Association, and author of many 
publications on criminology and related subjects, on 
July 26, aged eighty-two years. 

Sir Harry .Johnston, G.C.M.G., K.C.R.,--zoologist, 
ethnologi<>t, and explorer-distinguished particularly 
by his scienLific contribution to knowledge of tropical 
Africa, on July ill, aged sixty-nine yea1·s. 

Dr. Paul Kessler, professor extraordinarius of 
geology at tho Univomity of Tiibingen, and author of 
several interesting papers on tho morphology of fossil 
Ammonoidea, on July 14. 

Mr. E. Sanger-Shepherd, well known for his work 
on colour photography and the development of 
instruments for photographic sensitometry, on July 8, 
aged fifty-eight years. 

News and Views. 
ALL large passenger t>hi s have a complete staff 

of radio operators and ke a continuous watch for 
radio '' gre ajority of ships, however, 
have 3 o · ope1·ator, and so a continuou<> 
watch i m Such a be in close 
proxi · • o a ship needing ·tance and hear 
nothing of it• I fl h ly • much 
shrp at a greater dr,- away would be drverted 
from its comse to gi e the requiRite assistance. This 
would lead to dela.. d greatly increase the cost. 
This difficulty has now been overcome by the ap
paratus de;-;igned by the Ma.rconi International 
Marino Communication Co., Ltd. The objeoL of this 
auLo·alarm is to ensure that the call shall be received 
by the smaller Rhips oven when the operator is off 
duty. The alarm signal consists of a t>eries of three 
dat>he;-;, each of four secondR duration, sepa.rated by 
intorva.ls of one second. The Post Office regulations 
inEist that Lhis signal, the forerunner of the distress 
(S.O.S.) call, shall operate the receiving apparatus, 
which rings a bell to recall the operator, even when 
it is sent by hand with tho aid of an ordinary watch 
with a seconds hand. If the signal be wrongly sent, 
even although the apparatus is set in motion, it will 
inRtantly como back to zero and be ready to receive 
signals correctly sent. Allowances are made for want 
of skill of the operator by making it operate when tho 
clashes have intervals between three and five seconds 
long and the blanks have intervalR lying botweon one 
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fifth and two seconds. The apparatus oporatos even 
when two ships are <>ending Morse messages at the 
same time and on the same wave-length. When a 
distress call is received, alarm bells are rung on the 
bridge, in the radio cabin, and in the operators' 
sleeping quarters. 

Sut RoNALD Ross, ·tor-in-chief of the Ross 
Institute and Hosp,'t or Tropical Diseases, Putney 
.Heath, S W., lr en awarded the gold medal of the 

·, X in recognition of his valuable work 
and es to Africa. In the report, of tho Ross 
Institute and Hospital for 1926, recently received, 
reference is made to the need for extem:ion of the 
hospital and espeeially to the importance of the 
extension of malaria control operations. In this 
connexion attention i;-; direcLed to the British Mosquito 
Control Institute at Hayling Island, and it i;; sug
gested that when young men an• engaged for servico 
on plantations in the East, it might be advantageous 
if they could spAnd a fp,w hours or days at Hayling 
Island to obtain an idea of ihe habits of mosqnitoe;; 
and the methods of control. Sir Ronald Ro<>s was 
invitAd by the Indian Tea Association to visit planta
tions in India and to inspect. the work being done 
thoro to reduce malaria. He visited also Malaya and 
Burma, and has prepared a report on his 
Comparing his experiences while on service in India 
from 1881-1899 with his recent observationR in 


	WE regret to announce the following deaths:

