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The Leeds Meeting of the British Association. 
L ARRANGEMENTS. 

:\ FTER an interval of thirty "1 year t 
fi British Associati ·s t 
Leeds. The City and joE· d · d 
invitation to the Asso tion, all!;l a e w · g h d 
to live up to Yorkshire traditions h spitality in 
connexion with the meeting. The president, Sir 
Arthur Keith, has already made himself known to 
many citizens of Leeds when he addressed the 
Luncheon Club earlier in this year upon the subject 
of science and civilisation. His visit was much 
appreciated and increased the interest of many 
citizens in the coming visit of the great scientific 
Association over which he will preside. 

As in 1890, the Reception Rooms are in the 
Town Hall, which is centrally placed for all the 
stations upon the main railway lines serving Leeds. 
A special room will be put aside in the Town Hall 
for the convenience of members wishing to obtain 
information or tickets for the various excursions. 
The ample accommodation available permits of the 
usual facilities for writing-rooms, refreshments, 
post office, etc. As usual, the Meteorological 
Office will have an exhibit, whilst a new feature 
will be a room put aside for the purpose of demon
strations by the British Broadcasting Corporation. 
In the crypt of the Town Hall an exhibition of 
scientific apparatus is being arranged, to which a 
number of well-known apparatus firms are con
tributing. The general officers will occupy rooms 
in the City Education Offices, which face the To"\>'11 
Hall across Calverley Street. Meetings of the 
general committee and council will probably also 
be held in the Education Offices. 

The secretariat will be at the Metropole Hotel, 
which is within two minutes of the Town Hall and 
of the Majestic Cinema, a fine building recently 
erected in the city, in which the presidential address 
will be delivered. The Majestic fronts upon City 
Square, in which Priestley's statue will be found, 
as also the Unitarian chapel of which he was at one 
time minister. The University is distant a short 
ride by tram along the Headingley route from City 
Square. All the meeting-rooms of the sections will 
be found either along this route or at the Univer
sity. The meeting-rooms of the sections fall natur
ally into two groups : at the University will be found 
Sections A (Mathematical and Physical Sciences), B 
(Chemistry), C (Geology), D (Zoology), K (Forestry 
Sub-section), and M (Agriculture), whilst K (Bot
any) and G (Engineering) are in the immediate 
neighbourhood in the Trinity Congregational and 
Emmanuel Church School-rooms. Many of these 
sections will also have rooms in various University 
buildings for scientific exhibits, whilst luncheon 
and tea can be obtained at the University Refec
tory, at the Staff House and De Grey Road, or in 
the large Physics Laboratory. In the Engineering 
Lecture Theatre at the University several meetings 
are also to be held for the discussion of scientific 
problems connected with the textile industries. 
Of the other sections, I (Physiology) naturally finds 
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its home at the Medical School, whilst H (Anthropo
logy) is appropriately housed in the Philosophical 
Hall, the headquarters of the long-established Leeds 
Philosophical and Literary Society. 

These sections, as also E (Geography) in the 
Alexandra Hall, F (Economies) in the Y.W.C.A., 
J (Psychology) in the Masonic Hall, and L (Educa
tion) in the Albert Hall, are all close to the Recep
tion Rooms and will amply be catered for, as re
gards lunch and tea, by the Reception Room and 
many restaurants in the shopping and Hotel 
quarters of the City in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Many .of the visitors will be staying in Univer
sity hostels, or hostels of the Training College at 
Beckett's Park. Some of the University hostels 
are close to the University, and visitors staying at 
Lyddon Hall, College Hall, or University Hall will 
be able to lunch in hostel if they desire. 

The president himself will be the guest of the 
City in the Judge's Lodgings, which are conveni
ently situated with regard to the meeting-places of 
the Association, all of which are within a very short 
distance of one another. 

Leeds makes an excellent centre for those who 
wish to make themselves aequainted with the 
beauty spots of Yorkshire, and in consequence the 
local committee has arranged a wide field of ex
cursions that should meet all needs. The more 
important abbeys in Yorkshire are to be visited 
under the leadership of well-known archreologists. 
Mr. Peers, of H.M. Office of Works, will act as the 
leader of the excursion to Rievaulx and Byland 
Abbeys, while Prof. Hamilton Thompson will act 
in a similar capacity to the excursion to Bolton 
Abbey and Skipton Castle. The limestone country 
around Ingleborough is also to be visited, and 
opportunities for drives into Nidderdale and Wens
leydale will be given. A local committee has been 
formed at York and Harrogate, and visitors to 
either of these places are assured of a hearty 
and interesting welcome. Probably a unique ex
cursion is that to Gaping Ghy1l where, thanks to 
the kind offices of the Yorkshire Ramblers' Club, 
a limited number of members will make the descent. 
In addition there will be a number of visits to works 
and factories in, and near, Leeds, and two visits to 
the Mines Rescue Station at Wakefield are included 
in the programme. 

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress are to give 
a reception to all members of the British Association 
in the Art Gallery on Thursday, Sept. 1, at 8 P.M., 
and on Tuesday evening, Sept. 6, the University of 
Leeds will entertain members at the University, 
when most of the scientific and technological 
departments will be exhibiting. 

Garden parties are to be given by Major Fawkes, 
of Farnley Hall, on Friday, Sept. 2--an exceptional 
opportunity for members to inspect the fine col
leetion of Turner pictures that he possesses-and 
by Col. C. H. Tetley of Foxhill, the Pro-Chancellor 
of the University. On Saturday, Sept. 3, Lady 
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Lawson Tancrcd will entertain at tea those members 
who take the excursion to Aldborough. Those 
who are interested in textiles are invited by the 
British Research Association for the Woollen and 
Worsted Industries to visit its laboratories at 
Torridon on Thursday, Sept. 1. 

Through the courtesy of the Leeds Choral Union 
a coneert will be given in the Town Hall on Sunday, 

Sept. 4, at 8.15 P.M., and the items on the pro
gramme include Grieg's "Concerto," Elgar's 
" The Dream of Gerontius," and Parry's " Blest 
Pair of Sirens." 

On Tuesday morning, Sept. 6, at l 2 noon, a Con
gregation of the University will be held in the Great 
Hall, at which a number of honorary degrees will be 
conferred. 

Italy. 
Signor Benito Mussolini and Senatore T HE opening on 

of the Volta '-'vuv•.·»••• 

is a reminder to the 
Marconi. The site of the Exhibition is 

spacious eighteenth-century mansion, Villa 

FIG. 1.-Copy of hw.-t cf Volta by Gio. Battist/l. Comolli, 

science and industry in Italy. The land of great 
poets and painters, of famous churches and uni
versities, Italy was one of the first 
countries to witness the rebirth of 
scientific studies, and from the 
days of Leonardo da Vinci the 
lamp of science has been kept 
burning. ,Just as the labours of 
Galileo and Torricclli, of Bosco
vitch, Vesalius, and Malpighi, of 
Avogadro, Cannizzaro, Secchi, and 
Schiaparelli have added lustre to 
her schools, so has the work of a 
long line of eminent hydraulic 
engineers engaged in harnessing 
the rivers of the Alps and Apen
nines made Italy famous as a 
nation of constructors. 

Inaugurated to commemorate the centenary of 
the death of Volta, who passed away at Como on 
Mar. 5, 1827, the Centenary Exhibition has among 
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Olma, once the property of a great Milanese 
nobleman but now owned by the Commune of 
Como. It is in the fine ballroom of the villa, with 
its two-storied balconies, that many of the con
gresses will be held. In the villa itself is also 
displayed the collection of instruments illustrating 
Volta's own apparatus and his important in
ventions. 

In 1899 another exhibition was held to celebrate 
the centenary of the discovery of the voltaic pile, 
but, as recorded in our columns at the time, on 
July 13 of that year practically the whole of the 
exhibition was destroyed by fire, and nearly all 
of the precious Volta relics perished-a loss to 
science only comparable with the destruction of 
Priestley's books, manuscripts, and apparatus in 
the Birmingham riots of 1791. Before the fire, 
however, photographs had been taken of the 
apparatus, and from these it has been possible to 
make replicas. The most interesting of these, 
perhaps, are the copies of the voltaic piles used by 
Volta in his demonstration in Paris when Napoleon 
attended a sitting of the National Institute, and 
the early forms of battery developed from the 
' couronne des tasscs.' As is generally known, 
Volta's invention of the pile was described in a 
letter written to Sir Joseph Banks on Mar. 20, 
1800, from Como, and it was the information 
contained in the first part of the letter which led 
Carlisle and Nicholson to the experiment on the 
decomposition of water by the electric current. 

FIG. 2.-Examp!es of Volta's experimental piles. 

In the grounds of the Villa, temporary buildings 
have been erected, and in these and the house 
itself are displayed the various exhibits. The two 
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