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News and Views. 
IN a paper entitled ' Observations upon Mining 

Law in the Empire," read before the Institution of 
Mining and Metallurgy on April 21, Mr. Gilbert Stone 
introduced a subject of vital importance to the 
mineral industry. Laws and regulations frequently 
contain provisions that tend to hinder the industry 
they seek to assist ; this may be due to the operation 
of changed local conditions ; it is obvious that regula
tions suited to a new and undeveloped territory 
become unsuitable when the region has been occupied 
by a rapidly growing agricultural community or by 
large industrial centres. On the other hand, the law 
may be radically wrong : China, with its great re
sources, has lit.tle mineral development because the 
law and customary rules-which permit the pursuit 
of minerals across anybody's land, without compensa
tion or regulation, but only by a special caste, whose 
members must be bought out-operate to prevent 
modern methods of development ; capital cannot be 
attracted in such circumstances. That is an extreme 
case, but cases could be cited from parts of the British 
Empire of laws that have prevented or seriously 
hampered either prospe<'ting or development. 

WHILE admitting that lo<'al differences must be 
respected in the framing of mineral law, it is clear 
there is too much diversity in the regulations for 
prospecting, in the charges for rents and royalties, 
and in the meth0d of their determination ; also in 
t,he mode of staking a claim and obtaining a title, and 
there are still regions where it is uncertain in whom 
the mineral rights reside. In the British territory in 
Africa alone, there are twenty-one different codes of 
mining law. Mr. Stone considers that our mining 
codes should make matters easier for the pioneer 
prospector, for a single discovery may alter whole 
history of a country in which it is made. In order to 
encourage the free flow of capital, everything should 
be done to establish clear and unimpeachable titles, 
for suitable terms. The short-term lease may be very 
wasteful of the country's resources. The Advisory 
Council on Minerals of the Imperial Institute, to 
which Mr. Stone is legal consultant, is performing a 
valuable function in assembling for comparative study 
and analysis the diverse forms of mining law now 
current. 

To enable the manufacturer and the tax-payer to 
appreciate what the State-aided research aRsociations 
in Great Britain have achieved in the first few years 
of their existence, the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research has just published a report on 
" Co-operative Industrial Research " (London : 
H.M.S.O. 9d. net), which gives an account of their 
activities, grouped under results of commercial value 
and indirect benefits to industry. Another section 
of the report deals with the measure of support which 
each association has been given by the industry it 
serves. Presumably the report is intended to arouse 
public opinion to the necessity for industrial research, 
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but it is an uninspiring publication. The information 
given is scanty in the extreme, the research needs of 
the industry are never clearly stated, and very few 
of the problems which are absorbing the attention 
of the S<'ientific staffs are mentioned. Many of the 
so-called results recorded cannot be classed as 
research : they merely serve to display the barrenness 
of ideas and crudities of practice which characterise 
many British manufacturing firms. The report 
states that "many of them [the research associations] 
have directed their attention to removing defects and 
avoiding waste : it may be said that there is a general 
tendency to seek rather to improve the efficiency of 
existing industrial processes than to devise radically 
new processes or products." The impression the 
report is likely to produce on the tax-payer, and even 
on the manufacturer who knows what real research 
means, is that the direct and indirect benefits accruing 
to industry as the result of the activities of the 
associations have been bought very dearly. The 
photographs of buildings and laboratories published 
in the handbook will probably tend to reinforce that 
impression rather than to remove it. 

THis week is marked by the centenary of the birth 
of Capt. John H. Speke, African explorer and dis
coverer of the source of the Nile. Speke was born 
near Ilchester in Somersetshire on May 4, 1827. 
Educated for the Indian Army, whilst on service his 
inclinations were strongly set towards the exploration 
of central equatorial Africa. After soldiering work in 
the Crimea, the opportunity came in 1856 of asso
ciating himself with Richard Burton in an official 
expedition to central Africa, the chief objective being 
the traditional equatorial lakes. On July 9, 1858, 
Speke himself left the base Kaze, marching north, and 
on July 30, 1858, after an arduous journey, reached 
the great expanse of water named by him Victoria 
Nyanza. His unalterable belief that he had discovered 
the source of the Nile was contested by Burton. On 
May 8, 1859, Speke arrived in England. His ardour 
undiminished, he immediately engaged in preparations 
for a supplementary expedition, avowedly for the 
purpose of establishing the truth of his assertion that 
Lake Victoria Nyanza would eventually prove to be 
the source of the Nile. In this project for confirma
tion he had the full support of Sir R. Murchison and 
the Royal Geographical Society. Speke left Zanzibar 
in September 1860, accompanied by a fellow explorer, 
James A. Grant (also born in 1827). The object was 
ultimately achieved. The point where the Nile leaves 
the Victoria Nyanza was named Ripon Falls. The 
fact that the Nile had been traced to its source created 
a profound sensation when communicated at a meeting 
of the Royal Geographical Society on May 11, 1863, 
and Speke's book, "Journal of the Discovery of the 
Source of the Nile," published in 1863, was widely 
read. Murchison stated that in discoyering the source 
reservoir of the Nile, Speke had succeeded in solving 
the " problem of all ages." 
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SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN and his scientific con
temporaries, Elias Ashmole and Dr. Robert Plot, are 
to be commemorated on Tuesday, May 17, at Oxford, 
by the unveiling of three armorial windows in the Old 
Aslnnolean Museum by the Chancellor of the Univer· 
sity, Viscount Cave. The window to Wren has been 
appropriately presented by the fellows of the Royal In
stitute of British Architects, who held a most successful 
meeting in Wren's Sheldonian Theatre in the summei 
of 1925, and it is expected that the president of the In
stitute will attend in person to pronounce an eloge on 
his great predecessor. The windows to Ashmole and 
Plot are presented by the colleges with which they 
were respectively connected while in residence in 
Oxford. By the addition of these windows to the 
window to John Tradescant, described in these 
columns on Dec. 4 last, not only is a very beautiful 
decoration being added to the fine staircase of the 
Old Ashmolean Museum, but also appropriate though 
tardy recognition is being made to that singular group 
of seventeenth-century pioneers who by their joint 
endeavours provided England with her first public 
museum of natural history. A coloured drawing of 
the new windows is being issued with the May number 
of the Architectural Review. 

WITH reference to the recent notice of the centenary 
of death of Ernst Chladni, and of his work (NATURE, 
April 2, p. 503), a correspondent writes that the vibra
tions of metal or glass, which under cert,ain conditions 
produce the so-called " Chladni's figures," would 
seem to have engaged the attention of the versatile 
Robert Hooke when in charge of experiments con
ducted at Gresham College in the early days of the 
Royal Society. It is recorded that on Mar. 30, 1671, 
at the Royal Society, Mr. Hooke produced his glass
bell with flour in it, to show to the eye that, according 
to the several strokes or pulses made upon the glass, 
the air thence receives as many impressions ; it being 
manifest by this experiment that as every different 
stroke made a different sound, so the making a different 
impression upon the flour gave it as many different 
motions. It appeared also that the powder goes from 
the place whence the pulse comes ; and that in a 
perpendicular pulse the powder has a kind of vibra
tion ; and also, that so long as the sound of the bell 
lasts the powder seems to be fluid, but as soon as it 
ceases the powder also becomes still. It was thought 
that this experiment might contribute to the under
standing of the nature of the internal motion in bodies, 
and Mr. Hooke was "to prosecute it." On April 27 
following, the matter was again referred to at the 
weekly meeting of the Royal Society, and it was 
moved that the experiment with the glass-bell and 
powder should go forward. Hooke does not, how
ever, appear to have met these wishes. 

THE art of television is making progress. Mr. J. L. 
Baird is endeavouring to transmit images of living 
faces across the Atlantic, and on April 7 the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company gave a successful 
demonstration of television. The president of the 
company, Mr. Gifford, who was at New York, had a 
telephone conversation with Secretary Hoover at 
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Washington. The television apparatus also permitted 
him to see as well as hear Mr. Hoover. By a special 
device, also, guests assembled at New York could 
see the expression of his face as he talked and hear him 
simultaneously on a loud-speaking telephone. The 
guests at New York afterwards saw individually by 
television and talked with the guests at Washington. 
They also saw the face of a clock shown by a member 
of the staff at the Bell Telephone Laboratories, 
Whippany, New Jersey. The experiments prove that 
under favourable atmospheric conditions it is possible 
to send images over any distance by television. It 
is impossible, however, to predict as yet when a cheap 
and trustworthy system of r-adio-television will be 
perfected. An entire scene has to be sent in small 
individual parts in less than the fifteenth of a second. 
Only apparatus of extreme sensitivity to light can be 
used, and the exactness of the synchronisation must 
not exceed about the hnndred-thousandth part of a 
second. Every one must admire the courage of the in
ventors who have partially overcome these difficulties. 

IN the appeal for membership issued by the National 
Union of Scientific Workers, which was discussed in 
a leading article in our issue of Mar. 5, it is categorically 
stated that the strike is not a possible weapon for 
such a society, and the possibility of its employment 
has never been considered by its executive. This 
statement has led Mr. J. Bertram \Vard, in a letter 
to the Editor, to comment on the possible ways in 
which the force of numbers is to be applied to effect 
the principal end the society has in view, the im
provement of the economic position of professionally 
qualified scientific practitioners. Will this force be 
exerted to control t,he freedom of action of its mem
bers ? " Is professional dignity to descend to 
collective bargaining ? " Mr. \Vard asks, and "is 
such bargaining ever more effective than education " 
by means of " reasoned yet vigorously insistent propa
ganda ? " Propaganda in this direction, he continues, 
" is a method which is irresist,ible and leaves the 
individual unrestricted." But the fact cannot be 
ignored that the salaries being offered to scientific 
workers, even by the State department responsible 
for scientific and industrial research, are now reduced 
to a level which must inevitably react adversely on 
the quality of new entrants to the profession of 
science. The department would probably welcome 
any action which would enable it to represent to the 
Treasury the need for making science an attractive 
career for the best brains of Great Britain. Scientific 
workers themselves are in the best position to state 
what constitutes an attractive career, and they could, 
if they brought the collective force of a united pro
fession to bear upon individual members, make it 
practically impossible for employing bodies to impose 
upon qualified and experienced scientific workers 
salaries and conditions of employment which would 
not be tolerated by members of any other profession. 

IN connexion with the Smoke Abatement Act 
which comes into force on July 1, the paper by J. B. C. 
Kershaw on the relationship between atmospheric 
impurity and electricity supply, which is published 
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in World Power for April, is of interest. The com
parisons made between various towns are naturally 
only rough approximations, as there are many other 
factors, for example, the consumption of gas per head, 
which affect the degree of atmospheric pollution. 
The results, however, give indications that, as the use 
of electricity increases, the soot and dust fall per 
annum diminish in inverse ratio. The official figures 
show also that the consumption of electricity per head 
of the population depends very largely on the price 
charged to the private consumer. There are some 
notable exceptions to these statements, the explana
tion of which demands further study. The facts 
brought out by Mr. Kershaw prove that the data now 
being collected by the Advisory Committee on Air 
Pollution will prove of value. Birmingham and 
London can boast of a degree of atmospheric cleanli
ness which is satisfactory. The atmospheric pollution 
in these cities is only double that of a purely residential 
town like Southport and only one-third that of St. 
Helens or Burnley. 

How rapidly the literature of earthquakes is growing 
is shown by the issue begun last year of the Biblio
(Jraphical Bulletin, prepared by the Eastern Section of 
the Seismological Society of America. The Bulletin 
appears quarterly, and the recent issue (for Oct.-Dec. 
1926) contains one hundred entries, besides addenda, 
many of which are accompanied by brief summaries. 
Copies of papers for notice in future numbers of this 
useful journal should be sent to the Dominion 
Observatory, Ottawa, Canada. 

THE Air Ministry has published the fourth edition 
of the "Marine Observers' Handbook " (London : 
H.M.S.O. 3s. 6d.). The pamphlet has been thoroughly 
revised and contains, in addition to chapters on the 
use of instruments, sections on non-instrumental 
observations, including optical phenomena and hydro
graphic observations. There are also some useful 
correction and conversion tables, and a tinted supple
ment illustrating the chief forms of clouds. Though 
the publication is mainly intended for marine 
observers, it would prove of almost equal value at. 
land stations. 

THE Report of the Bankfield Museum, Halifax, for 
the year 1925-26, is apparently the first to be published 
by the committee, which thus signalises the first year 
of service of Mr. G. R. Carline, who succeeded the late 
H. Ling Roth on April 1, 1925. Mr. Carline seems to 
be carrying on the good work with much energy. 
There were three special exhibitions of art objects 
during the year. The collection of pottery has been 
rearranged ; the case devoted to native pottery of 
British Guiana is of particular importance. Room 
has been made for an extension of exhibits relating 
to weaving, which is the subject of chief interest to 
Halifax. Many additions have been made to this 
series, as well as to the collection of bygones and 
objects illustrating local history. The provision of an 
index to the report is a feature to be commended. 

THE Proceedings of the Indian Association for the 
Cultivation of Science are now issued under the title, 
Indian Journal of Physics. Part 2 of Volume 1 con-
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tains the report of ·the Association for the year 1925, 
presented by the secretary, Prof. C. V. Raman. The 
cost for the year was about 40,000 rupees, towards 
which the Indian Government contributed 10,000 
rupees. Considerable additions have been made to 
the library, the laboratory apparatus, and the work
shop, and during the year fifteen research workers 
from various parts of India carried out investigations 
in the laboratory on the scattering of light, the 
acoustics of the violin, the magnetic susceptibilities 
of gases, and the properties of surface films. More 
than twenty papers have been published during the 
year, four in the Proceedings of the Royal Society of 
London, three in the Philosophical Magazine, and the 
remainder in other scientific journals. 

NuMBER 75 of the Miscellaneous Publications of the 
Bureau of Standards, Washington, consists of the 
annual report of the Director, Dr. G. K. Burgess, 
for the fiscal year ending June 1926. The total 
expenses were nearly 2 million dollars, of which 
516,000 dollars represent salaries, 232,000 dollars 
tests of structural materials, 174,000 dollars industrial 
research, 111,000 dollars standardisation of the 
products of industry, 100,000 dollars investigations 
of public utility services and condition8, 70,000 dollars 
equipment, and 54,000 dollars investigations for the 
Navy and for aviation. Close contact with the 
industries of the country is maintained by means of 
advisory committees composed of technical repre
sentatives from the industries and by the research 
associates appointed by the industries to carry out 
researches at the Bureau. A visiting committee 
reports once a year to the Secretary of Commerce on 
the efficiency of the Bureau. Some of the reductions 
effected on economical grounds in the varieties of 
articles of the same description produced by manu
facturers are remarkable, e.g. files and rasps, from 
1 351 to 496 ; sheet steel, from 1819 to 263 ; concrete 
blocks, tiles, and bricks, from 115 to 24. 

AN Illustrated Guide to the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens has just been published. These Gardens are 
among the finest of tropical botanic gardens, and as 
the last guide (issued 1889) has been out of print for 
some years, the new issue has been long overdue and 
supplies a much - needed desideratum for botanists 
and general visitors. In recent years alterations of 
considerable magnitude have been carried out ; and 
while due attention has been paid to scientific con
siderations in laying out the gardens, the scenic and 
landscape aspects have not been neglected. Here 
most species of the Indo-Malayan flora as well as 
other forms have been brought together and skilfully 
arranged. Some species are grouped on conventional 
garden lines, and others are assembled in a kind of 
natural jungle. In the Guide the vegetation is de
scribed section by section of the Garden, with interest
ing notes on large numbers of the species. Tho work 
is profusely illustrated with photographs of the more 
striking scenes and species, while an index of species 
and a good map of the Gardens complete the book. 

THE " Report on the Health of the Army for the 
Year 1925" (vol. 61) (London: H.M.S.O. 3s. 6d. 
net) has recently been issued, fourteen months after 
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its predecessor, and it is hoped that the report for 
1926 will be published still more quickly. The report 
is arranged by Lieut. · General Sir Matthew Fell, 
Director-General of Army Medical Services, on the 
same lines as those for the two preceding years. 
Throughout the year the health of the troops at 
home and abroad was satisfactory, and the incidence 
of sickness shows an improvement on that of the 
preceding year. Malaria accounts for the largest 
number of admissions to hospital, and tonsillitis comes 
third on the list. Only 218 cases of enteric fever 
occurred in the whole army, of which 184 cases were 
in India. Inflammation of the middle ear (449 cases) 
again takes first place as a cause of invaliding out of 
the army. 

THE danger to man of the bites of certain spiders 
seems, after many years of uncertainty, now to be 
established beyond doubt. Following the description 
of arachnidism as a definite clinical entity by Dr. 
Bogen of Los Angeles (NATURE, Dec. 25, 1926, p. 927), 
the death of a child from a spider's bite has been 
reported from Sydney (Sydney Jt!orning Herald, 
Feb. 24, 1927). The spider responsible, produced at 
the inquest, was identified as Euctimena tibialis 
Rainbow, a rare trap-door or mygalomorph spider. 
The scientific interest of this lies in the fact that 
hitherto all the authenticated and most of the sus
pected cases of by spiders have been attri
buted to the genus Latrodectus, of the family 
Theridiid::e, whereas Euctimena is a memb.er not 
only of a different family but also of another sub-order 
of spiders. 

MosT countries are now undertaking organised 
research on the causation, prevention, and cure of 
cancer, and the University of Sydney has issued a 
pamphlet on its cancer research and treatment 
organisation (The Australian Medical Publishing Co., 
Sydney). A fund of £130,000 has been collected from 
various sources. Three main lines of research have 
been developed during the last three years : bio
physical, for which a special laboratory has been 
equipped; bio-chemical, and biological and pathological, 
which are being pursued in the University and 
Hospital departments. It is also proposed to estab
lish a radium institute for treatment. 

WE have received the annual report for the year 
ended July 31, 1926, of the National Institute for 
Research in Dairying, which now forms a con
stituent part of the l:niversity of Reading. The 
Report summarises the work of the various depart
ments, the condition of the farm and farm buildings, 
the publications issued, and the financial needs of 
the Institute. As regards the last named, £30,000 
is required for adapting the Shinfield Manor estate 
which has been acquired for the work of the Institute, 
towards which £20,408 has so far been collected bv 
grants, donations, and subscriptions. . 

THE International Commission on Illumination 
will hold a short session at Bellagio on Aug. 31-Sept. 3. 
A plenary session of the Commission should take place 
in New York this year; but for various reasons it has 
had to be postponed until 1928. The session at 
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Bellagio is solely one for the executive committee and 
the various sub-committees appointed by the Com
mission to study such problems as factory and school 
lighting, automobile headlights, heterochromatic 
photometry, definitions and nomenclature, and colori
metry. It is hoped that the meetings of the sub
committees will do much to facilitate their work and 
lead to a successful meeting next year, besides enabling 
the countries which have recently joined the. Com
mission to become acquainted with its work. The 
meeting at Bellagio will be under the presidency of 
Dr. E. P. Hyde, and the arrangements are being 
carried out by the Italian National Committee on 
Illumination. 

AT the anniversary meeting of the Linnean Society 
to be held on May 24 next, the following medals will 
be awarded: The Linnean Medal in gold, given each 
year to an eminent biologist as an expression of the 
Society's estimate of his services to science, usually 
to a botanist and a zoologist in alternation, will be 
presented to Dr. Otto St.apf. Dr. Stapf has served 
as Keeper of the Herbarium at Kew, and is now t.he 
editor of the Botanical Magazine. The Crisp Award 
was established by a donation of £200 by the late 
Sir Frank Crisp, for the best paper dealing with 
microscopical research by a fellow of the Society 
since the last award, and is made at intervals of five 
years, accompanied by a medal in bronze and the 
balance of the income of the principal. The recipient 
this year will be Prof. Herbert Graham Cannon, 
professor of zoology in the University of Sheffield, 
for a paper on the "Post-Embryonic Development of 
the Fairy Shrimp (Ohirocephalus diaphanus)," issued 
last year in the zoological journal of the Society. 

THE nineteenth meeting of the Australasian Associa
tion for the Advancement of Science will be held in 
Hobart, Tasmania, during the week commencing 
Jan. 16, 1928. The president-elect is Mr. R. H. 
Cambage. The following presidents of sections have 
been elected : Section B (Chemistry), Prof. H. G. 
Denham, Canterbury College, Christchurch, N.Z. ; 
Section C (Geology and Geography), Prof. L. A. 
Cotton, University of Sydney; Section D (Zoology), 
Dr. Colin Mackenzie, Director of the National Museum 
of Australian Zoology, Melbourne; Section E 
(History), Mr. T. Dunbabin ; Section F (Anthropo
logy), Dr. R. H. Pulleine; Sec.tion G (Social and 
Economic Science and Statistics), Prof. R. C. Mills, 
University of Sydney; Section H (Engineering and 
Architecture), Mr. Alan C. Walker; Section I 
(Medical Science and National Health), Dr. J. H. L. 
Cumpston; Section J (Education, Psychology, and 
Philosophy), Mr. M. P. Hansen; Section K (Agri
culture and Forestry), Prof. A. J. Perkins, Director 
of Agriculture, South Australia ; Section L (Veterinary 
Science), Mr. Max Henry; Section M (Botany), 
Prof. T. G. B. Osborn, University of Adelaide; 
Section N (Physiology and Experimental Biology), 
Prof. H. G. Chapman, University of Sydney; Section 
0 (Pharmaceutical Science), Mr. Edward Mayhew. 
The honorary general secretary of the Australasian 
Association is Dr. A. B. Walkom, Royal Society's 
House, 5 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, and the honorary 



© 1927 Nature Publishing Group

650 NATURE [APRIL 30, 1927 

secretary for the Hobart meeting, Mr. Clive Lord, 
Director of the Tasmanian Museum, Hobart. 

A USEFUL and interesting catalogue (No. 284) of 
second - hand books, and publications of lE;>arned 
societies has just been issued by W. Hefler and Sons, 
Ltd., 4 Petty Cury, Cambridge. The list comprises 
upwards of 2000 volumes and is classified as follows : 
Agriculture, husbandry, and farriery; botany; 
chemistry, chemical technology, and metallurgy; 
geology, mineralogy, and paheontology; zoology and 
biology ; anthropology and ethnology ; and mathe
matics, physics, astronomy, and engineering. In
cluded are a number of works from the library of the 
late Prof. A. Dendy. 

IN the list of forthcoming books of the Oxford 
University Press which has just reached us we notice 
the following:-" Stars and Atoms," Prof. A. S. 
Eddington. " Conditioned Reflexes of the Cerebral 
Hemispheres," Prof. I. Pavlov; translated under the 
supervision of Dr. G. Anrep. "Chemistry," W. H. 
Barrett. "Animal Biology," Prof. J. S. Huxley and 
J. B. S. Haldane. "How a Tree Grows," Prof. W. 
Somerville. "The Flora of Oxfordshire," Dr. George 
Claridge Druce; second edition. "Oxford Forestry 
Memoirs." No. 7: "The Gold Coast Forest-A Study 
in Synecology," Major T. F. Chipp. "Grass Land: 
Its Management and Improvement," R. G. Stapledon 
and J. A. Hanley. "The Conquest of the Air," 
C. L. M. Brown. "A Bird Book for the Pocket," 
E. Sandars. "Advanced Constructive Geometry," 
J. F. Dowsett. " Mathematics for Students 
of Technology": Senior Course, L. B. Benny. 
"Elements of Mining Science," D.' E. Thomas. 
" A B C of Plastering," A. H. Telling. " Ele
mentary Building Science," A. Everett. "In
dustrial Electric Motors," W. Wilson. " Essays in 
lEgean Archmology." Papers presented to Sir 
Arthur Evans. "The Corridors of Time," H. Peake 
and Prof. H. J. Fleure. I. "Apes and Men" ; 2. 
" Hunters and Artists " ; 3. " Peasants and PotterR "; 

4. "Priests and Kings." " Environment and Race" : 
a study of the evolution, migration, settlement, and 
status of the races of man, Dr. T. Griffith Taylor. 
"Kingship," A. M. Hocart. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned :-An 
assistant lecturer in economics in the University of 
Sheffield-The Registrar (May 12). A university 
lecturer in mathematics in the University of Cam
bridge-Prof. A. S. Eddington, the Observatory, 
Cambridge (May 14). A principal of the Municipal 
School of Science, Technology, Commerce, etc., 
Bournemouth-The Director of Education, Town 
Hall, Bournemouth (May 14). A junior scientific 
officer on the Air Ministry Scientific Research Staff, 
for research in connexion with electrical appliances, 
with special reference to electrical ignition apparatus 
-The Chief Superintendent, Royal Aircraft Estab
lishment, South Farnborough, Rants (May 18, quoting 
A.157). Junior technical officers for the Wireless 
Experimental department of the Royal Aircraft Estab
lishment-The Chief Superintendent, Royal Aircraft 
Establishment, South Farnborough, Rants (May 21, 
quoting A.160). A lecturer in veterinary pathology 
bacteriology and protozoology in the University 
of Sydney- The Agent-General for New South 
Wales, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2 (June 18). 
A professor of organic chemistry at the Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore-Dr. M. 0. Forster, 
c/o Messrs. Jeremiah Lyon and Co., 4 Corbet Court, 
E.C. 3 (June 29). A laboratory assistant, with ex
perience of section cutting and general pathological 
and bacteriological work, at the Lincoln County 
Hospital- The Secretary - Superintendent, County 
Hospital, Lincoln. A graduate in engineering to 
take mechanical engineering subjects at the Dart
ford Te<>hnical College - The Principal, Technical 
College, Dartford. Research chemists in the research 
laboratories of Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd. -Boots 
Pure Drug Co., Ltd., Chief Research Chemists, Station 
Street, Nottingham. 

Our Astronomical Column. 
CoMETs.-Four cometfl are likely to be fairly easy 

t.elescopic objects during May. Ephemerides of 
these, for Oh U.T., are given below: 

R.A. N. Dec!. log r. log L. 
Comet 1926 f, Apr. 30. 6h 48m 26< 33° 2' 0·2626 0·3468 

Comas Sola. May 8. 7 12 32 32 37 0·2676 0·3602 
16. 7 36 20 31 57 0·2730 0·3741 
24. 7 59 32 31 4 0·2790 0·3874 

1927 c, Pons· Apr. 30. 14 57 16 48 13 0·0999 9·6286 
Winnecke. May 8. 15 1 18 50 33 

o-(1615 
9·5704 

16. 15 5 30 52 30 9·5041 
24. 15 14 30 53 55 9·4206 

1927 d, Stearns. Apr. 29. 14 42 20 10 37 0·5683 0·4417 
May 7. 14 34 31 13 18 0·5692 0·4473 

15. 14 26 55 15 42 0·5703 0·4564 
23. 14 19 52 17 47 0·5715 0·4683 

1927 e, Grigg- Apr. 30. 6 46 25 9 16 9·9571 9·6025 
Skjellernp. May 4. 6 57 4 12 13 9·9531 9·5650 

8. 7 8 58 15 45 9·951 0 9·5248 
12. 7 22 29 20 3 9·9509 9·4822 
16. 7 38 28 25 16 9·9527 9·4385 
20. 7 58 5 31 33 9·9551 9·3957 

Popular Astronomy for April contains a photograph 
of 1927 d taken by Prof. G. Van Biesbroeck on Mar. 13. 
There was a large conspicuous coma, and a faint 
tail 10' long in P.A. 215°. The nucleus was of about 
mag. 11, and was photographed with 20 sec. exposure. 

No. 3000, VoL. 119] 

This comet has the fourth greatest perihelion 
distance known, 3·68 units; those exceeding it are 
1925 a, 4·18 units; 1729, 4·06 units; 1914 III., 3·75 
units. 

The Melbourne Age for Feb. 18 contains the interest
ing announcement that Mr. Z. A. Merfield proposes 
to use the great Melbourne reflector for spectro
scopic observations of the comet Pons-Winnecke. 
He is t,he Ron of Mr. C. J. Merfield, assistant at 
Melbourne Observatory, and obtained very successful 
photographs in Sumatra of the solar eclipse of 
,January 1926. His spectrograph is being mounted on 
the reflector, which has been out of use for forty 
years. The comet goes south very rapidly after 1ts 
perihelion passage on June 21, so it will then be 
very favourably placed for southern observers. 

Prof. G. Van Biesbroeck followed comets 1926 e 
(Gia<>obini-Zinner), 1925 a (Shajn-Comas Sola), 1926 g 
(Neujmin) up to the first week in March; they had 
been under observation for five months, two years, 
and four months respectively. He 'noted that 1926 g 
had been of mag. 12 early in February, but after that 
it faded rapidly. !925 a had sunk to mag. 16 and 
it was impossible to ft>llow it for longer. 
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