
© 1927 Nature Publishing Group

534 NATURE [APRIL 9, 1927 

reflected itself in his teaching and in his theoretical 
research. His many contributions to the fields of 
technical mechanics and aerodynamics are evidence 
of this. 

Runge was, however, something more than an 
engineer, a mathematician, and a teacher. Among 
experimental physicists he is known for his funda
mental work in collaboration with H. Kayser 
on spectral series, and his work in this field ranks 
him among those who have laid the experimental 
basis of quantum mechanics. He examined the 
spark and flame spectrum of radium. He investi
gated the magnetic resolution of spectrum lines, and 
showed that the apparently complex separation may 
be expressed as simple fractions of that of the 
normal Zeeman triplet. With Paschen he devised 
a concave grating mounting that has been adopted 
in many laboratories. He was pre-eminently one 
of those all too few men of science who could turn 
his mind profitably to any field of scientific inquiry 
with the certainty of producing creative work. 
Educationally, in Germany his influence was to 
give a practical orientation to the theorist, and 
a theoretical outlook to the practical man. To 
English-speaking students in Gottingen he was 
undoubtedly the most English of the professoriat, 
both in appearance and in mental outlook, and he 
spoke the language fluently. His son was killed 
early in the War. H. L. 

SIR CHARLES wALSTON. 

WE regret to record the death of Sir Charles 
Walston, the well-known Cambridge archreologist. 
Charles Walston (formerly Waldstein, the change 
in spelling having been effected in 1918 at the end 
of the War) was born in New York of parents of 
Jewish stock on Mar. 30, 1856. He was educated 
at Columbia and Heidelberg Universities, and went 
to Cambridge at the age of twenty-four at the 
invitation of Henry Bradshaw and Henry Sidgwick 
as a lecturer in classical archreology. 

A brilliant and stimulating teacher, with abun
dant vitality and unbounded enthusiasm, Walston's 
qualities as an archreologist and his keen perception 
of the details of artistic style early won him wide 
recognition as an authority, and at the same time 
did much to stimulate the study of ancient sculpture 
in Cambridge. In 1894 he was elected a fellow of 
King's College. He held various university posts ; 
among them the readership in classical archreology, 
the directorship of the Fitz-William Museum, the 
Slade professorship from 1895 until1901 and from 
1904 until 1911. From 1889 until 1893 he was 
director of the American School of Archreology at 
Athens, where he conducted important excavations 
at Platrea, Eretria, and on the Heraion at Argos 
(1892-1895). Mter the expiration of his term as 
director he retained his professorship at the School 
until1896. 

Walston's more important publications on 
archreological and artistic subjects were : " Essays 
on the Art of Phidias," 1885, "The Work of Rus
kin," 1894, " The Study of Art in Universities," 
1895; "The Argive Heraion," 1902; "Art in the 
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Nineteenth Century," 1903; "Herculaneum, Past, 
Present, and Future," 1908; "Greek Sculpture 
and Modern Art," 1914 ;· and, quite recently, 
" Alcamenes and the Establishment of the Classical 
Type in Greek Art," a work of considerable im
portance and of broad and comprehensive learning, 
in which he maintained that throughout the early 
periods up till the fifth century B.C. one facial type, 
which he called the Minoan, prevailed in Greek art, 
differing essentially from the classical type. Wal
ston's interests were by no means confined to his 
special study, and he wrote on a wide variety of 
subjects of public interest and, during the War, 
made a number of contributions to the literature 
of the time, in which he expounded and interpreted 
national and social tendencies. In this field his 
most valuable contribution was" Aristodemocracy," 
published in 1916, while in "Harmonism and 
Conscious Evolution," 1922, he set out his 
theory that the resthetic principle lies at the 
root of science, morality, and all man's other 
activities. 

DR. C. DA FANO. 

DR. C. DA FANO, reader in histology, King's 
College, University of London, died with unex
pected suddenness at his residence at Campden 
Hill on Mar. 14, in his forty-eighth year. By his 
death medical science in Great Britain loses one of 
the ablest exponents of histology. 

Dr. Da Fano was the third son of Commendatore 
Alessandro Da Fano. He received his early train
ing in histology in Golgi's Institute of Histology 
and General Pathology at the University of Pavia, 
where he graduated M.D. in 1905 and later (1912) 
became Libera Docente in morbid anatomy. He 
obtained a travelling fellowship at Milan and 
worked in Ziehen's neurological clinic, University 
of Berlin, in 1908, and in the following year with 
Dr. Bashford at the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund, London. Mter a period of work at Gronin
gen he returned to the University of Milan as vice
director of the Pathological Institute. From 1915 
until1918 he served as captain in the Italian medical 
corps on the Italian front. In 1918 he went to 
King's College, University of London, as lecturer in 
histology, and in 1922 was given the title of reader 
in histology in the University. 

Dr. Da Fano specialised in the histology of the 
central nervous system. His advanced lectures on 
that subject attracted large audiences, and the 
histological specimens by which these lectures were 
illustrated formed a complete and noteworthy 
collection. His researches, published in a series of 
about sixty papers in various journals, were mainly 
concerned with the Golgi apparatus in cells and 
the special lesions of the nervous system in such 
affections as encephalitis lethargica. He had a 
very extensive knowledge of foreign languages, 
and he generously devoted a considerable portion 
of his time to acting as one of the editors 
of Physiological Abstracts. In 1915 he married 
Miss Dorothea Landau, and leaves a son and 
daughter. 
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